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Are You the One? 
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Y. Joe Kim 
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by 
his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we 
to wait for another?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you 
hear and see: 5 the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a 
skin disease are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor 
have good news brought to them. 6 And blessed is anyone who takes no 
offense at me.” 7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 
about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed 
shaken by the wind? 8 What, then, did you go out to see? 
Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in 
royal palaces. 9 What, then, did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell 
you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written, 
‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way 
before you.’ 11 “Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has 
arisen greater than John the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven 
is greater than he. (Matthew 11:2-11) 
 
1. My Experience in Korea 
      I want to thank everyone again for allowing Christine and me to visit 
Korea. When we landed, we learned that Korea is not the same country we 
left a long time ago. Many things have changed. One example is when I 
was in Korea, I ordered two books from an online bookstore. The next 
morning, I had the books on our front door. Public transportation was very 
convenient. We could walk on the streets at any time of the day. The 
healthcare system is efficient and medical costs are low. For a country at 
war when we were children, Korea today is very different. Almost everyone 
has a smartphone, and the internet is fast and readily available. Every 
village has trails for walking and a place for exercise. Love for family is so 
great. Family means not only a person’s immediate family but also 
relatives. Caring for family members is beyond our expectation. Living 
conditions in Korea are so advanced. I am so grateful that God poured out 
many blessings upon Korean people. Let me show you a few photos. 

Now let me share with you what I was disappointed. The young 
people are not interested in marriage and raising children. They think they 
can’t afford to support their family. The birth rate is 0.84 per woman. Many 
churches have no children in Sunday school. And the many young people 
leave the church because they are somehow disappointed.  
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2. John’s Disciples were Disappointed 
In Matthew Chapter 11, we see that John the Baptist and his disciples 

are disappointed. The reason is because John was in prison. Why was 
John in prison? Matthew 14 tells us that it is because of King Herod.        

King Herod married his brother Philip’s wife, and John rebuked 
Herod, by saying “it is not lawful for you to have her.” Although Herod 
hated and wanted to kill John, he instead put John in prison because Herod 
was afraid of the people who believed John was a prophet. 

One day, John sent his disciples to Jesus, asking, “Are you the one 
who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Who is “the one”? The 
term “the one” here means “the one” whom God would send as the 
Messiah. The idea of the Messiah can be found in Isaiah 35:4, “be strong, 
do not fear; your God will come, he will come with vengeance; with 
divine retribution he will come to save you.” Isaiah encouraged the 
people that God would send a savior to deliver them from their oppressors. 

Why did John’s disciples doubt that Jesus was the Messiah? Was it 
because Jesus didn’t do anything for the people? No. Matthew 9:2 and the 
following tells us that Jesus healed a paralytic, a woman bleeding for 12 
years and raised the daughter of the ruler from death. A blind man was 
able to see, and a demon possessed man was freed because of Jesus. 

Jesus tells John’s disciples, “Go and tell John what you hear and 
see: 5 the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin 
disease are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor 
have good news brought to them. 

By Jewish tradition, the Jewish people expected the Messiah to 
perform spiritual and physical healing. Isaiah 35:5 says, “Then the eyes of 
the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then 
the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing 
for joy.” John’s disciples would have been aware of these miracles. 

Why then did they wonder if Jesus wasn’t the Messiah? It was 
because they were disappointed that Jesus did not do anything for John.  

Isaiah 61:1 says, “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because 
the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the 
oppressed, …. to proclaim liberty to the captives and release to the 
prisoners.” 

The disciples of John expected Jesus secure John’s freedom from 
prison. John was the one who prepared the way for the Lord. The disciples 
of John had big expectations from Jesus. And they believed that John 
should have gotten more attention and care than anyone else.  
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But John knew that he was not the Messiah. He baptized Jesus. He 
introduced him to his disciples, saying, “Look, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). John told his disciples, “I 
am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him… He must become 
greater; I must become less” (John 3:28 & 30). John knew that his life 
was to prepare the way for the Messiah. Yet his disciples were likely 
disappointed with the situation of John in prison. 
  
3. Have You Ever Disappointed? 
 Have you ever been disappointed with Jesus? When I decided to 
follow Jesus, I remember being touched by the passage in Matthew 11:28, 
“Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” At the time, I was in high school and tired from 
having to study. I wanted to be free from the burdens in my daily life.  

After I gave my life to Christ, I remember a few years later, God 
called me into full-time ministry. At the time, I wanted to be a successful 
businessman and I had no interest in going into ministry. I didn’t have the 
qualifications nor the natural talent. However, I felt Jesus wanted me to be 
a pastor. I was not excited about ministry. As a matter of fact, I was 
frustrated because I felt that Jesus kept pushing me to take care of his 
people. I was not happy with his call. 
 Even recently when we were enjoying our time in Korea, we got the 
news that Mary Lou White had passed away. Christine and I enjoyed 
dinner with Mary Lou before we left for Korea. We had hoped she would 
still be with us when we returned. I was disappointed that God didn’t keep 
Mary Lou with us until after we returned.  
 
4. We Are Blessed 
 Even after years of faithfully following after Jesus, each of us will 
have times when we might become disappointed with Jesus. And yet, the 
Bible reminds us that we are called blessed if we overcome our doubt and 
disappointment. 

Jesus tells the disciples of John in verse 6, “blessed is anyone who 
takes no offense at me.” The Good News Translation Version translates 
this passage as, “How Happy are those who have no doubts about me!” 

Although I was very reluctant to be a pastor, I am grateful that God 
saw more in me than I saw in myself, and God has used me as an 
instrument to preach the gospel and to share his love for 35 years. I am so 
blessed. 
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5. Conclusion 
      When Jesus doesn’t meet our expectations, it is easy for us to 
become disappointed. We might question who Jesus is. We may not be 
sure that Jesus is our Messiah. However, our passage reminds us that 
when we face these times, we are called to anchor our faith in Jesus and 
overcome our disappointment or doubt. 
 During our travels, I became sick and coughed a lot. Even when we 
got back home, I continued to cough constantly. In the moment, I was 
disappointed and uncomfortable. However, looking back at the situation, I 
can see how God was helping me to see that I needed to rest more. Even 
in the sickness, I am grateful that I was able to see God’s grace and care in 
making me rest and overcome my disappointment. 
         
6. Application 
      We will all be disappointed at one time or another. Our 
disappointment may be directed to Jesus right now because something 
isn’t going the way that we want it to. However, Paul tells us in Romans 
5:3-5, “we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that 
suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, 
and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, 
because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit, whom he has given us.” We are called to rejoice, reminding 
ourselves that God’s love remains in us through the Holy Spirit, even in 
times of disappointment. 
 John’s disciples' disappointment pushed them to ask Jesus, “Are you 
the One who is to come or are we to wait for another?” Do we find 
ourselves asking the same question? God will never disappoint us, even 
when we disappoint Him. God knows all things and turns around even bad 
things for the good of his people. Praise the Lord! May we be joyful even in 
times of pain or disappointment, covered in God’s everlasting love and 
care. Amen.  
 
 


