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“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give
you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for
yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no
thief comes near and no moth destroys. 3 For where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also. * “Be dressed for action and have your lamps

lit; 3¢ be like those who are waiting for their master to return from the
wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he
comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert
when he comes; truly | tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit
down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38 If he comes during the
middle of the night or near dawn and finds them so, blessed are those
slaves. 3° “But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour
the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken

into. #° You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour
you do not expect.” (Luke 12:32-40)

1. Getting Ready

In three weeks, Christine and | will be leaving for my Spiritual
Renewal Leave. So we are busy with getting ready. Recently, I've been
writing down on paper all the small things that should be done around the
church. When | saw things on paper, | learned that there are a lot of things
that someone must take care of. Let me tell you some of them: worship
service, congregational care, welcoming visitors, checking attendance,
managing the church website, Facebook, YouTube, Podcast, making and
operating PowerPoint, live streaming worship service, and taking care of
shut-ins and those who live out of State. | am not bragging about what |
have been doing. | hope we and the church are ready for our leave.

2. Watchful Slaves

In today’s scripture, Luke 12:32-40, Jesus teaches his disciples about
readiness. In verses 35-40, Jesus teaches two parables. In these parables,
Jesus teaches that the disciples should be ready because he will come
back at a time when they do not expect him. The first parable describes a
scene in which several servants are waiting for their master to return from a
wedding banquet. Jesus points out that they must remain vigilant to watch
for when the master arrives. If they are waiting for him, the master will be
happy to serve them.



The second parable is about a thief. A house doesn’t get broken into
if the owner knows when the thief will try to break into the house. The point
of these two parables is the same. The disciples should be ready. Jesus
teaches the disciples that they should be ready for the unexpected coming
of the Son of God.

3. The Return of Jesus

The early Christians believed that Jesus would return in their lifetime.
They admonished other believers to watch and be ready for Jesus’ return.
Why? It is because they remembered what had happened when Jesus was
lifted up at the Mount of Olives. According to Acts 1:11, two men in white
robes say, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward
heaven?” This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven,
will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

1 Thessalonians 5:2 also says, “For you yourselves know very well
that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.” The early
followers of Jesus lived during a time of problems, persecution, and evil.
They were anxious for the return of Jesus. That's why Revelation 22:20
tells us that they couldn’t wait for the second coming of Jesus. The writer of
Revelation heard what Jesus had said, “Surely | am coming soon.” His
fallowers said, “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!” Yet they didn’t know when
the return of Jesus would happen. They diligently prepared by purifying
their lives from sin and living in obedience to Christ, daily.

The greeting of the early Christians was “Maranatha,” an Aramaic
word meaning “The Lord is at Hand.” The early Christians never lost sight
that God’s Kingdom was at hand and that Jesus would return very soon.

The return of Jesus is an important part of the Christian belief
throughout history. Followers of Jesus have been waiting for the past two
thousand years for his return. We don’t know if his return will happen in our
lifetime, however, we will meet Jesus either when he returns or when we
die. Are we ready to meet Jesus? How can we prepare for meeting Jesus
in person?

4. Parable of the Rich Fool

In Luke 12:16-20, Jesus talks about a parable. This parable would
probably teach us how to prepare for the return of Jesus. Jesus says, “The
land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought to himself,
‘What should I do, for | have no place to store my crops?’ «Then he
said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones,
and there | will store all my grain and my goods. ©And I will say to my
soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat,
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drink, be merry.’ »But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your
life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared,
whose will they be?’

Why does Jesus teach this parable? It is because someone in the
crowd asks Jesus to tell his brother to divide up the family inheritance.
Jesus points out that life is not about having many possessions. In the
parable, the rich man died before he could begin to use what was stored in
his big barns. Despite having many possessions, these possessions don’t
make the man rich in the Lord. He prepared for life before death but
prepared nothing for life after death. The man who took such great care to
prepare for his own needs turns out to be a fool. Jesus warns the disciples
and us of the dangers of his self-centered life.

In verses 22 and the following, Jesus teaches the disciples that they
do not need to worry about themselves. Jesus says, “Therefore I tell you,
do not worry about your life, what you will eat, or about your body, what you
will wear. For life is more than food and the body more than clothing.
Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither
storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are
you than the birds! (Luke 12:22-24)

Jesus commands us not to worry about what to eat and what to wear.
But how can we avoid it? If we trust in the Lord that God would take care of
us and meet our needs, we will not worry about ourselves and be more
generous with our possessions for the poor. And in doing so, we get ready
for meeting the Lord and become truly rich in the Lord.

5. Stewardship

In verse 33, Jesus says, “sell your possessions and give alms.” It
is a very radical commandment. However, if we trust in the Lord and do not
worry about ourselves, we would be able to do it. That’s what early
Christians did. Acts 2:45 says, “they sold property and possessions to
give to anyone who had need.”

Jesus wants us to use our resources for God’s purposes. Jesus
reminds us that our resources are given not just to meet our own needs but
to help those who are in need. In verse 34, Jesus says, “‘where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Jesus asks us to make sure
whether our treasure is not on earth but in heaven. He wants us to make
sure where we put our time, money, energy, and priority. Why? It is
because the way we use our resources reflects our kingdom values.

John Wesley taught the Methodists stewardship. He said, “Gain all
you can, save all you can, and give all you can.” He wanted us to
remember that everything we have is from God and we are to manage the

3



money and property for God’s purposes. Our use of money reflects how
much we trust in the Lord and how intimate relationship we have with the
Lord.

6. Conclusion

Through the parables in Luke chapter 12, Jesus asks us whether we
are ready for his return. We do not know whether Jesus would return in our
lifetime or not. However, we will meet Jesus in person one day.

A few weeks ago, Ann said, “pastors come and go, but we stay.” That
is true. But we need to remember that every one of us will one day leave
Swift Memorial Church and this world. The questions that we need to ask
ourselves are, 1) are we ready to meet Jesus? and 2) what are we going to
leave behind when we leave?

Each of us is placed on this earth to fulfill God’s mission in our lives.
That mission is to serve our church and community. We should pass the
mission on to future generations in our church.

7. Application

Last Wednesday, we had a mission commission meeting. In the
meeting, we discussed many mission projects that we want to do in
September, October, and November. | am sure these mission projects will
be meaningful experiences for everyone who is able to get involved. | know
that those who we serve are grateful for these acts of service and
experience Christ’s love.

From tomorrow, we’ll host our annual Vacation Bible School for four
days. We pray that each of the children meets and accepts Jesus in their
lives, and the work that we do is to help the children in our community to
experience Christ’s love through the teachings and the care that we provide
during VBS. | am sure that helping children in VBS will be a way of
preparation for meeting Jesus.

What do you and | expect Jesus to say to us when we meet Jesus
face to face? | pray that Jesus would say to us, “Well done, good and
trustworthy servant; you have been trustworthy in a few things; I will
put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.”
May we be ready ourselves to meet Christ by living out our mission to give
and serve others. And may Christ be glorified through our lives. Amen.



