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When Israel was a child, | loved him, and out of Egypt | called my son.
2The more | called them, the more they went from me; they kept sacrificing to
the Baals and offering incense to idols. 3 Yet it was | who taught Ephraim to
walk; | took them up in my arms, but they did not know that | healed them. #1 led
them with cords of human kindness, with bands of love. | was to them like
those who lift infants to their cheeks. | bent down to them and fed them. ° They
shall return to the land of Egypt, and Assyria shall be their king, because they
have refused to return to me. ® The sword rages in their cities; it consumes their
oracle priests and devours because of their schemes. ” My people are bent on
turning away from me. To the Most High they call, but he does not raise them
up at all. 8 How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can | hand you over, O Israel?
How can | make you like Admah? How can | treat you like Zeboiim? My heart
recoils within me; my compassion grows warm and tender. ° | will not execute
my fierce anger; | will not again destroy Ephraim, for | am God and no
mortal, the Holy One in your midst, and | will not come in wrath. 1° They shall go
after the LORD, who roars like a lion; when he roars, his children shall come
trembling from the west. ' They shall come trembling like birds from Egypt and
like doves from the land of Assyria, and | will return them to their homes, says
the LORD. (Hosea 11:1-11)

1. Challenging Circumstances

These days many people are suffering from lots of challenges. Besides
Covid-19, high gas prices, inflation, and a war in Ukraine, record-breaking triple-
digit temperatures, floods in St. Louis, eastern Kentucky, and Las Vegas, and
wildfires are our new concerns in the US and in Europe. As we try to overcome
these challenges, people would ask us some serious questions. They would ask
where God is and what he is doing when all these things are happening?

2. The Situation of the Israelites

Throughout history, the Israelites have faced many challenges. Hosea
tells us what challenges they had during the 8" century BCE. Hosea 9:11 says,
“Ephraim’s glory shall fly away like a bird-no birth, no pregnancy, no
conception!.” Who was Ephraim? Ephraim was the second son of Joseph and
a grandson of Jacob. Ephraim here refers to Israel. Ephraim’s name means
“doubly fruitful,” because God has made Joseph fruitful in Egypt.

Although Ephraim in Hebrew means “twice fruitful,” the reality in the lives
of the Israelites was the opposite. They faced the Assyrian invasion, exile, and
infertility. The Israelites asked, “where is God?”
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3. The Relationship Between God and Israel

If we ask this question, how would God answer? In Hosea 11:1-4, God
says, “When Israel was a child, | loved him, and out of Egypt I called my
son. :The more I called them, the more they went from me; they kept
sacrificing to the Baals and offering incense to idols. : Yet it was | who
taught Ephraim to walk; | took them up in my arms, but they did not know
that | healed them. I led them with cords of human kindness, with bands
of love. | was to them like those who lift infants to their cheeks. | bent
down to them and fed them.”

This passage tells us how much God cared for the Israelites. Hosea tells
us that God loved Israel like a son. In Exodus 4:22-23, for the first time, Israel is
described as a son. This is what God says to Moses. “Then you shall say to
Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the Lord: Israel is my firstborn son. =I said to you,
“Let my son go that he may serve me.”

God spoke these words to Moses when Moses went to Pharaoh. God
loved Israel with a parental love. “Let my son go” is a warning to Pharaoh that
God would do anything to bring Israel out of Egypt. The story of Exodus
confirms that Israel is the true son of God. The image of a father and son
relationship tells us that God will not give up on Israel no matter what. The Lord
will feed and lead Israel just as parents care for their children.

Although Hosea did not write “out of Egypt | called my son,” in the
sense of a prophecy, Matthew (2:15) interprets Jesus’ return from Egypt to
Nazareth as the fulfillment of the prediction written in Hosea 11:1. As Israel was
called God’s chosen son during the Exodus, when Jesus was born, he was
called the son of God.

How have you experienced the love of your parents? When we came to
the U.S. from Korea many years ago, communication with my parents was very
difficult. At that time, there was neither email nor cell phones. We bought phone
cards to make phone calls. Making phone calls was not cheap. If | did not call
my parents, my mother called and made sure that | was doing well. Her phone
calls were signs of her love telling me that she did not forget us. Her phone calls
encouraged us that we were not alone. Parental love is one of the best loves we
can experience in the world.

4. Punishment is a Sign of Love

Being called God’s son assured Israel that God loved them. However, this
close relationship brought the serious consequences when Israel did not obey
the law. The Israelites were punished like a rebellious son when they did not
follow God’s commandments. God’s punishment is not pleasant at all. Yet,
Hebrews 12:7 & 8 say, “Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you
as his children. For what children are not disciplined by their father? 8 If
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you are not disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—then you
are not legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all.”

God’s punishment and disciplines are signs of God’s deep love for his
people. God repeatedly forgives and restores the nation if it turns to the Lord. In
verses 8-9, God says, “How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can | hand
you over, O Israel? How can | make you like Admah? How can I treat you
like Zeboiim? My heart recoils within me; my compassion grows warm
and tender. | will not execute my fierce anger; | will not again destroy
Ephraim, for | am God and no mortal, the Holy One in your midst, and I will
not come in wrath.”

Admah and Zeboiim were cities that had been destroyed with Sodom and
Gomorrah. Did God love these cities? Absolutely not. Would God treat Israel
like these condemned cities? No, the Lord will not abandon Israel. The Lord
brings his people back from exile and makes a continued promise to dwell
among his people.

5. Israel as God’s Wife

Hosea tells us that God treats us not only like a son but also like a wife. In
Hosea 2:19, God says, “I will take you for my wife forever; | will take you for
my wife in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love and in mercy.”

The term “steadfast love” is chesed in the Hebrew language. There is no
single English word that captures the same meaning. The word carries volumes
of information about God'’s character and enduring love for his chosen
people. Isaiah 54:10 gives us some context, “For the mountains may depart
and the hills be removed, but my steadfast love shall not depart from you,
and my covenant of peace shall not be removed, says the Lord, who has
compassion on you.

God promises that even in situations like the Flood during the time of
Noah, God'’s love and compassion will never cease. God’s unchanging love will
never depart from God'’s people. God’s extraordinary love as a husband is
described in chapter one. God says to Hosea, “Go, take for yourself a wife of
prostitution and have children of prostitution, for the land commits great
prostitution by forsaking the LORD.”

God asks Hosea to go and marry an unfaithful woman, Gomer. God is
teaching Hosea Israel’s unfaithfulness and God’s forgiveness. Hosea tells us
that God’s love is like a parental and extra ordinary husband’s love for his wife.
The love of a parent and forgiving husband for his wife would be the best love
we can expect in the world. Yet, their loves end. However, God’s love is beyond
our expectation and never ends.

6. How to Experience God’s Love



How can we experience God'’s steadfast love? We can learn from Job.
Job wants to learn the reason for his undeserved suffering. But God asks Job all
of these questions: “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the
earth?” (Job 38:4). “Have you commanded the morning since your days
began?”’ (38:12). Job admits that he does not understand the numerous
wonders of God and God’s unfailing love for God’s people. Job eventually sees
the greatness of God’s power and sovereignty. After he encounters God, Job
admits, “Therefore | have uttered what I did not understand, things too
wonderful for me, which I did not know” (Job 42:3).

After he talks with God, Job says, “I have heard of you by the hearing of
the ear, but now my eye sees you” (42:6). Job has spiritual eye-opening
experience and appreciates God'’s everlasting love. Although Job does not
understand why he suffered, when his spiritual eyes are open, Job learns that
God’s love goes beyond all comprehension. Job teaches us that we’'d better not
complain about our suffering. Job experiences God’s love even in his suffering.

7. Conclusion and Application

One of my favorite hymns is UMH #454: “Open My Eyes, that | May See.”
The song’s lyrics go like this, “Open my eyes that | may see glimpses of truth
thou hast for me. Place in my hands the wonderful key that shall unclasp and
set me free. Silently now | wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see. Open my
eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine!”

When we face times of trial, we would wonder where God is. We learn
from Hosea that God loves us like our parents and husband. And his love never
ends. When our spiritual eyes are open, we can see signs of God’s love even in
our suffering. Of course, sometimes a sign of God’s love is obvious.

This morning we welcomed four new members. | am grateful that they
have decided to be part of our church family. | believe that God sent them to us.
Their joining is one of signs of God'’s love. | hope they are blessed by our
church. | pray that our congregation is strengthen by their participation in our
ministry.

Even we might face challenges in our church and in our lives, we will be
able to overcome together because God'’s steadfast love is with us. We should
not forget that even challenges and struggles can be signs of God’s love. Good
News is that God sent his son Jesus and the Holy Spirit to be with us. We may
face challenges. But the Lord and the Holy Spirit will help us to overcome. This
morning the Lord reminds us of what God said to the Israelites. “How can I give
you up, Ephraim? How can | hand you over, O Israel? | am God and no
mortal, the Holy One in your midst.” Amen.



