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An expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must
| do to inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the law?
What do you read there?” 2 He answered, “You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and
with all your mind and your neighbor as yourself.” 2 And he said to him,
“You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.” 2° But wanting
to vindicate himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 3° Jesus
replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into the
hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and took off, leaving him half
dead. 3" Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he
saw him he passed by on the other side. 2 So likewise a Levite, when he
came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 3¥But a
Samaritan while traveling came upon him, and when he saw him he was
moved with compassion. 3* He went to him and bandaged his wounds,
treating them with oil and wine. Then he put him on his own animal,
brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 3 The next day he took out two
denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him, and when
| come back | will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 3¢ Which of these
three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of
the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to
him, “Go and do likewise.”

1. Tragedy for Japan

This past week, former Prime Minister of Japan, Shinzo Abe, was
shot and killed during a campaign speech in Nara, Japan. Abe was the
longest serving Japanese Prime Minister. President Biden shared that Abe
was a champion of the alliance between the US and Japan. Biden said that
Abe cared deeply about the Japanese people and dedicated his life to his
country.

Why was a dedicated politician killed by a 41-year-old man with a
homemade weapon? Japan is normally a very safe country. Yet this event
reminds us that there is no perfectly safe place in the world. We are also
reminded that much of our lives is dependent on those around us. We need
to have and be good neighbors for our world and locally for our community.

2. The Parable of the Good Samaritan



In the parable of the good Samaritan Jesus talks about a man who
needs help. Why does Jesus say the parable? An expert in the law asks
Jesus, “Teacher, what must | do to inherit eternal life?” Instead of giving
him his answer, Jesus asks the man what the Law says about his question.
“You are the expert! You know the answer. You tell me!”

The lawyer says, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all
your mind and your neighbor as yourself.”

This answer is drawn from Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18.
Jesus says, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will
live.” Jesus is saying, “if you know the answer, do this.”

Then the lawyer asks Jesus, “who is my neighbor?” Why does the
man ask Jesus such a question? It is because the answer would be
different depending upon rabbis and which scripture one reads.

For example, Leviticus 19:18 says, “You shall not take vengeance
or bear a grudge against any of your people, but you shall love your
neighbor as yourself: | am the Lord.” According to this passage,
neighbor means fellow Israelites. However, Leviticus 19:34 says, “The
foreigner residing among you must be treated as your native-born.
Love them as yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt. | am the Lord
your God.” Because of these two different passages, the lawyer might
want to hear Jesus’ definition on the boundaries to know who to love.

What does Jesus say? Jesus could answer, “everyone is your
neighbor.” But Jesus answers with the parable of the good Samaritan.
Jesus says, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho and
fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and took
off, leaving him half dead.”

Jesus does not tell us much about the victim. We don’t know whether
the victim is Jewish, Samaritan, or an alien. We do neither know the
person’s job in Jericho nor the purpose for visiting Jerusalem.

The road from Jerusalem to Jericho descends about 3,000 feet in
about 17 miles. It is a dangerous road to travel. Robbers would attack
travelers. By chance, a priest and a Levite passed the area on the road, but
they did not do anything for the wounded man.

Who are priests and Levites? The priests and Levites are from the
tribe of Levi. Priests served as mediators between God and humans and
performed sacrifices and other rituals. Levites assisted the priests with
these duties. Jesus does not tell us why they do not help the victim.
Perhaps the priest and Levite were on their way to performing religious
services. But both were in the direction of Jericho rather than Jerusalem, so
we know they probably were on their way home.
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It is likely that the priest and Levite probably didn’t want to get dirty
from helping the victim and may have worried the man was already dead. A
Jew touching a dead human body was rendered unclean and had to go to a
cleaning ceremony. Whatever the reasons, the parable highlights that
these two religious leaders fall short of loving neighbors. People would
expect compassion from the priest and Levite, but instead both ignored the
man in need.

3. The Good Samaritan

But a Samaritan while traveling came upon the victim, and when he
saw him, he was moved with compassion. ‘He went to him and bandaged
his wounds, treating them with oil and wine. Then he put him on his
own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day
he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take
care of him, and when | come back, I will repay you whatever more
you spend” (verses 34 & 35).

Most travelers during this time were Jewish so the wounded man was
likely Jewish. Jesus tells us that it isn’t a Jew but a Samaritan who helps
the wounded man. Throughout history, there was a deep hatred between
Jews and Samaritans. Jews looked down on Samaritans because the
Samaritans were a mixed race of Jews from the northern kingdom
intermarrying with Assyrians. The Jews did not like these mixed people and
considered the Samaritans unfit for God'’s service. Therefore, it would be
unthinkable for a Samaritan to help a Jew.

We do not know much about the Samaritan man, but we know he
was traveling through Jewish territory and would not have received help
from the Jewish people if he were in trouble.

The Samaritan not only treats the man’s wounds but also places him
on an animal and transports him to the nearest inn. The Samaritan gives
the innkeeper two denarii, about two days wages, and promises to
reimburse the innkeeper for any additional expenses. This radical
hospitality and generosity would be unthinkable for the expert in the law.

Jesus asks the lawyer, “Which of these three, do you think, was a
neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” The
expert in the law answers, “The one who showed him mercy.” The lawyer
admits that the Samaritan is a true neighbor. Although the Samaritan is not
a Jew, the lawyer wants the Samaritan to be his neighbor. Jesus says to
him, “Go and do likewise.”

Why does the Samaritan help a Jew? It is because the Samaritan
loves the Lord and believes that he should love everyone in need. This
reflects the understanding that God created every human being. If
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everyone is God’s child, then everyone deserves God’s love and the love of
God’s children. The Samaritan treated the wounded man as a brother and
child of God.

4. With Whom Do We Identify?

With whom do we identify in the parable of the Good Samaritan?
Some may feel like the wounded man. Others are the Samaritans. If you're
like me, you may feel like the priest or the Levite. For 35 years, I've
preached about God’s love, but | am not sure whether | have been a good
Samaritan. | do know my wife Christine is a good Samaritan. We could
identify ourselves with anyone of them. But | would like to point out that we
could be the victim who needs help throughout our lives. We also need to
remember that there is someone who needs our help in the world.

5. Conclusion

The parable of the Good Samaritan tells us that Jesus defines a
neighbor not by physical boundaries but in terms of relationships and need.
We are compelled to serve the needs of our neighbors and God'’s children
if we say that we love the Lord. Our neighbors are our brothers and sisters
in Christ, and we serve this world as children of God and followers of
Jesus.

6. Application

This September through November, Christine and | will take a
spiritual renewal leave. This is only possible because of the support of
everyone at church and we are very grateful.

Some people worry what will happen when a pastor isn’t at church for
an extended period of time. Yet | know, as many do, that Swift Memorial
Church will continue to thrive and grow and everyone will feel the love of
the Lord from others, if everyone is under the care of someone through
phone calls, texts, emails or cards not as a member as a brother or a sister.
Everyone needs to be a good neighbor.

Our passage today reminds us that everyone both needs to receive
the love of God and show the love of God. 1 John 4:20 -21 says, “Those
who say, “lI love God,” and hate a brother or sister are liars, for those
who do not love a brother or sister, whom they have seen, cannot
love God, whom they have noft seen.”

What kind of neighbors are we? Do we love and care for others like
the Good Samaritan? | hope that we do. God places us in this world to be
loved and to love all those around us with Christ-like care. We give thanks



to God for sending us where we are. | pray that God continues to help us to
be good neighbors to the world. Amen.



