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It was told Joab, “The king is weeping and mourning for Absalom.” :So the
victory that day was turned into mourning for all the troops, for the troops
heard that day, “The king is grieving for his son.” : The troops stole into the
city that day as soldiers steal in who are ashamed when they flee in battle. +
The king covered his face, and the king cried with a loud voice, “O my son
Absalom, O Absalom, my son, my son!” s Then Joab came into the house to
the king and said, “Today you have covered with shame the faces of all
your officers who have saved your life today, and the lives of your sons and
your daughters, and the lives of your wives and your concubines, ¢for love
of those who hate you and for hatred of those who love you. You have
made it clear today that commanders and officers are nothing to you, for |
perceive that, if Absalom were alive and all of us were dead today, then
you would be pleased. "So go out at once and speak kindly to your
servants, for | swear by the Lord, if you do not go, not a man will stay with
you this night, and this will be worse for you than any disaster that has
come upon you from your youth until now.” s Then the king got up and took
his seat in the gate. The troops were all told, “See, the king is sitting in the
gate,” and all the troops came before the king. Meanwhile, all the Israelites
had fled to their homes (2 Samuel 19:1-8).

1. Father’s Day

Today is Father’s Day. Father’s Day was founded in Spokane,
Washington at the YMCA in 1910 by Sonora Smart Dodd. Her father, the
Civil War veteran, William Jackson Smart, was a single parent who raised
his six children. After hearing a sermon about Anna Jarvis’s mother at
Central Methodist Episcopal Church in 1909, Sonora Smart Dodd told her
pastor that fathers should have a similar holiday honoring them. Today we
honor our fathers and give thanks to the Lord for their love. This is the day
we remember the influence of our fathers in our lives.

Sometimes, the relationship between fathers and children can be
broken, causing pain in the family. In my old church, | met a woman at her
father’s funeral. She did not talk with her dad for over 20 years. | did not
know what had happened to them, but | wished the father and daughter
could have been reconciled before he died.



Many of us may have experienced this situation ourselves or know
someone who has gone through this experience. Although the love of our
fathers is not perfect, certainly their love reflects our heavenly father’s love.

2. David and Absalom

Today’s scripture tells us about the love of David for his son Absalom.
King David and his third son Absalom did not have a good relationship.
Absalom was handsome and David’s favorite son. The Bible tells us that
Amnon, Absalom’s half-brother fell in love with Absalom’s sister Tamar and
raped her. Absalom was upset but kept silent for two years, sheltering his
sister in his home. Absalom expected David to punish Amnon, but David
did nothing. In revenge, Absalom invited all of David’s sons to a feast and
had his servants kill Amnon.

After the murder, Absalom fled to his grandfather’s house. He hid
there for three years. Then, Absalom returned after David allowed him to
return to Jerusalem. Several years later, Absalom plotted to overthrow his
father and become king.

When David heard this, he fled to the wilderness with his supporters.
A division rose between the followers of Absalom and David. David told his
commanders, “Be gentle with the young man Absalom for my sake”
(18:5). Absalom was trying to kill David, and yet, David continued to love
his son, Absalom.

The armies of Absalom and David clashed at Ephraim. Absalom had
long hair and during the battle, his hair got entangled in a tree. Joab, one of
David’s generals, saw Absalom and Joab and his bodyguards killed
Absalom.

3. Mourning of David

When David learned about the death of Absalom, he wept saying, “O
my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would | have died
instead of you? O Absalom, my son, my son” (2 Samuel 18:33).

David was overwhelmed by the death of Absalom. He was filled with
grief and would have rather died than lose his son. The people were glad
that Absalom was dead, yet David was bitter. Instead of celebrating their
victory in battle, David’s soldiers returned as if they had lost.

Joab, one of David’s generals confronted David saying, “Today you
have covered with shame the faces of all your officers who have
saved your life today, and the lives of your sons and your daughters,
and the lives of your wives and your concubines, sfor love of those
who hate you and for hatred of those who love you. You have made it



clear today that commanders and officers are nothing to you, for |
perceive that, if Absalom were alive and all of us were dead today,
then you would be pleased.”

Joab urged David to appear before the troops to show appreciation
for their selfless service. David expressed his appreciation by sitting at the
city gate to show that he was done mourning and back in control.

4. The Love of the Father

Why was David upset at the death of his son Absalom? It was
because David truly loved his son. Absalom didn’t deserve David’s love.
Yet David’s love shows us how much our fathers are meant to love us.

In Luke chapter 15, Jesus tells his disciples and us about the love of
a father. A younger, prodigal son leaves home with the money of the father
and spends it all, coming home empty.

Verse 20 says, “while he was still a long way off, his father saw
him and was filled with compassion for him. He ran to his son, threw
his arms around him and kissed him. He says to his servants to bring
the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger, and sandals
on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and
celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was
lost and is found.”

There is nothing more important for the father than his son. The
father is happy at the return of his younger son.

5. Conclusion

The love of David and the father of the Prodigal Son reflects how
much God loves each of us. This is why God tells David about his son
Solomon, “I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he does
wrong, | will punish him with a rod wielded by men, with floggings
inflicted by human hands. =But my love will never be taken away from
him” (2 Samuel 7:14-16).

David wants to build the Jerusalem Temple. Although God doesn’t
allow David to build the temple, God promises that God will take care of his
son Solomon and his family will endure forever. Of course David’s direct
family line eventually ends. However, Jesus, a descendant of David, fulfills
God’s promise as the Savior of the World. Christ’s reign lives on now and
for eternity.

6. Application



Many years ago, | promised my father that | would return to Korea
after going to school in the US for seven years. After | graduated from
seminary, | became a pastor in the United Methodist Church and felt God’s
calling to stay in the US rather than return to Korea. Yet, | am sure that my
parents thought of me as a kind of prodigal son, living far away. | feel so
sorry that | made my father wait for me for many years. But | am grateful
that my father waited for me because his waiting reflected God'’s love.

As a father, | think of our own children, Ahreum who is with us today,
and our two sons, Chris, and Andy. Like many of our fathers, | think of how
| can be a better dad. And yet, despite my own limitations, | love my
children and have the same wish as David who was willing to lay down his
life for his son, Absalom.

As parents, we can’t love our children as much as God loves them.
Our human love can’t compare to the everlasting love we experience from
our heavenly father. Yet, we give thanks this morning for these fathers in
our lives who remind us of God’s everlasting love. May our children,
grandchildren, and great grandchildren continue to be blessed by the
example of fathers, and in turn, share the love of Christ with the world.
Amen.



