May 22, 2022 STOP ACTING LIKE A CHILD Ann Burnham, CLM

Have you ever heard yourself say through gritted teeth: “Stop acting like a
child!”? As a mom of three wonderful adult children, who may not have been
quite so wonderful when they were in their teens, I know I have said
that......maybe even more than once.

So, when is someone no longer a child? The United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child defines child as "a human being below the age of 18

years unless under the law applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier".
This is ratified by 192 of 194 member countries. That means when I said that to
my children, they still were “children”! Now I am going to say this to you, and I
do not want it to leave this room but......I was wrong because I discovered, after
becoming a grandparent, there is great joy in acting like a child.

When taking little ones outside, you really notice what ants look like when they
are marching along carrying heavy loads rather than thinking of them as
annoying insects, you look at the clouds, not to see if it is going to rain, but
rather trying to determine what animal they look like, you dance silly dances
twirling around, not worrying about how you look and discover it is fun to blow
away the fuzzy dandelion heads without worrying about the seeds that you are
spreading everywhere. Acting like a child can be wonderful and freeing. Children
see things differently than we do.

When our oldest two grandchildren were little (about 5 and 7), Ted and I were
seasonal campers, so we often took the boys with us. My aunt and uncle had
the campsite beside us, and they had my cousin’s two children with them a good
deal of the time. They were 5 and 8 years old so the four grandkids knew they
were cousins and played together, swam together and most importantly stayed
up late around the campfire eating S‘'mores! In the Fall, I had a “date night” on
Tuesdays with our boys while Ted played volleyball. One Tuesday as we were
coming back from our mall visit and dinner, Trevor (age 5) asked me why I loved
he and his brother Sean more than my other grandkids. What grandkids?? He
said, “You know, Kenlyn and Gregory”. “Oh honey, Kenlyn and Gregory are
Aunty Jay and Uncle Eddie’s grandchildren, not Bompa’s and mine.” That got me
to thinking so I called my daughter and asked her if Sean or Trevor had ever
asked why Greg and Kenlyn looked different. You see they were both adopted
from South Korea. She said they had never mentioned it. I asked her if they
had ever asked why Greg couldn't run like them as he had braces on his legs due
to Cerebral Palsy but again, they had never mentioned it. The only thing they
ever said was how much fun they had with Kenlyn and Gregory. If only every
adult could “see” like that!
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We heard three of the readings where Jesus showed his love and appreciation
for children. In Matthew 18, when we hear the disciples asking Jesus, who is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven, it is because earlier, they had been arguing
about who would be the greatest in the powerful new kingdom of Jesus. But
they had the wrong kind of kingdom in mind — they were thinking political, not
his heavenly kingdom even though Jesus had predicted his death. They still
hoped Jesus’ kingdom would be political and they all wanted to be his #1 guy,
his chief of staff, the one with the most power and prestige. When Jesus asked
them what they were arguing about, they were too embarrassed to tell him, so
they asked who the greatest in the kingdom of heaven was. This is when he
calls a little child to him and tells them that they must change — change from
worrying about status and change to the lowly position of a child. At that time,
men were the highest priority, then far behind them came women and lower
than women were children. Why would Jesus tell them to be lower their
position?

Jesus fortifies this again in Mark 10, when the disciples were rebuking the
parents who were bringing little children to Jesus so he would lay hands on
them. In Luke, he uses the Greek word brephos, which means infants and
toddlers. Jesus is indignant and says, “Let them come to me and do not hinder
them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these”. Such as these!! The
kingdom of heaven belongs to lowly children? Then Jesus takes these children,
cradling them in his arms and places his hands on their heads as he blesses
them. It is important to note that this custom traced back to the Hebrew Bible,
where patriarchs of the family blessed their children as we read that Noah
blessed two of his sons, Isaac blessed his sons, Jacob blessed his sons and so
on. These fathers gave their spiritual blessings out of love for their children and
the Jewish elders taught that when you pray a blessing on your child, the father
should lay hands on the child’s head and pray. This is what Jesus was doing —
blessing them, praying for the health and safety of these children with not only
his love but the love of his father. That is why in Mark 9, we hear Jesus exclaim,
“Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and
whoever welcome me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.”, which is
our Father.

Jesus is sending the message to his disciples that little children are not a bother
to Jesus, rather they bring him joy. He is also telling the disciples that he is the
son of God and that is the kingdom he has been talking about — no political
kingdom, no coup against the Jewish leaders or the Romans, simply the heavenly
kingdom of his Father.
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These parents are doing the right thing, they are bringing their children to be
blessed by Jesus, because they know there is something very special about this
Teacher. Can't you see little ones gathered around Jesus, smiling, giggling and
Jesus, knowing what ordeal he is about to endure, has this little respite — a time
to have this little bit of joy. Jesus wanted to bless them and he must have
been happy knowing he could so because they were loved by God. Jesus knew
these children would come to trust and believe in God because their parents had
faith. These children would see the trust their parents had in God, and they
would trust God with the same deep trust they had in their parents. Faith is not
a matter of being perfect and doing everything right, it is knowing that God, the
Father, will be at your side watching over you.

Isn't that what is happening here today? No, Jesus isn’t here physically but I
believe he is smiling seeing this little cherub, Finnegan James, being brought
forth in baptism, with the promise that he will be taught in the ways of the Lord.
Just as Finnegan will see the trust his parents have in God, so he will develop
that same deep faith because faith is not about being perfect or doing everything
right, it is knowing that no matter what happens, our Father will watch over us.

Just like the rest of us, when life gets scary, when things don't go our way, or
when life is sad and makes no sense, our Father will always be by our side taking
care of us. God truly loves his children — all his children, no matter where they
live, what color they are, no matter how old they are, no matter what disabilities
they may have, no matter what country they come from or what language they
speak — He loves ALL his children!

Amen
Let us pray:
Gracious and loving God, help us to rejoice in each other just as children rejoice

together. Let us come forward to you with loving hearts for you and for all
people. May we be loving, faithful and have unending trust in you.



