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Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came
fo the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she
ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved,
and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not
know where they have laid him.” 3 Then Peter and the other disciple set out and
went toward the tomb. # The two were running together, but the other disciple
outran Peter and reached the tomb first. ° He bent down to look in and saw the
linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. ® Then Simon Peter came,
following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying
there, " and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who
reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; ° for as yet they
did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. '° Then the
disciples returned to their homes."” But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb.
As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 2 and she saw two angels in
white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the
other at the feet. > They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said
to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and | do not know where they have
laid him.” ' When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing
there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. '° Jesus said to her, “Woman, why
are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the
gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you
have laid him, and | will take him away.” '° Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned
and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). " Jesus said to
her, “Do not hold on to me, because | have not yet ascended to the Father. But
go to my brothers and say to them, ‘| am ascending to my Father and your
Father, to my God and your God.”” '® Mary Magdalene went and announced to
the disciples, “| have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these
things to her (John 20:1-18).

1. Importance of the Resurrection

Happy Easter! | am glad to see you all this morning! We are here to
celebrate the resurrection of Jesus. The birth and the crucifixion of Jesus are
important to Christians. But the resurrection of Jesus is the keystone of
Christian faith. If Jesus is not risen from the dead, we would not be here today.

2. | Have Seen the Lord
On Easter Sunday, there was a woman called Mary Magdalene. Mary had
been delivered from seven demons by Jesus (Luke 8:2). Although she was not
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one of the disciples, she followed Jesus all the time. When most disciples ran
away at the arrest of Jesus, Mary stayed and was at the crucifixion of Jesus.

When Jesus is crucified, Mary wanted to anoint Jesus’ body as was the
tradition. She couldn’t do this because it is the Sabbath. Mary waits until early
Sunday morning. When she walks near the tomb, she discovers that the stone
in front of the tomb was taken away. Mary assumes that Jesus’ body is
missing. She concludes that someone took Jesus’ body from the tomb. Mary is
shocked and horrified.

Mary runs to tell Simon Peter and the beloved disciple, John. Mary says,
“they have taken away the Lord out of the tomb.” Peter and John run toward
the tomb. When they enter the tomb, they notice the linen cloth lying and face
cloth lying apart from the rest of the grave clothes. The two disciples believe
that Jesus has been raised from the dead. Then they go back to their homes.

Mary remains standing outside the tomb, weeping. When she bends over
to look into the tomb, she sees two angels in white, sitting. They ask Mary why
she is crying? She says, “because they have taken away my Lord, and |
don’t know where they have laid him.” Who is “they”? Mary likely guessed
Roman soldiers, Jewish leaders, or grave robbers took Jesus. She didn’t know
who they were. While Mary is talking with the angels, she notices that someone
is standing behind her. The person is the resurrected Jesus, but Mary does not
recognize him.

Jesus says to Mary, “woman, why are you weeping. Who are you
looking for?” Mary says, “if you have carried him away, tell me where you
have laid him, and | will take him away.” Mary assumes that Jesus is the
gardener. “Mary!” Jesus addresses her by name. When Jesus calls her by
name, Mary recognizes Jesus and addresses him, “Rabouni”’ (which means
“teacher”). Jesus says to her, “go to my brothers and say to them, “l am
ascending to my father and your father, to my God and your God’ (verse
17).

Today'’s scripture tells us that Jesus neither appears to one of the
disciples nor his mother, but to Mary Magdalene right after Jesus rises from the
dead. Mary Magdalene is the first witness to the resurrected Jesus. Jesus
sends Mary to the disciples to testify to his resurrection. When she meets the
disciples, she says, “I have seen the Lord.”

3. Have We Seen the Lord?

We are here today because we believe in the resurrection of Jesus. If one
of our non-believing friends asked us, “have you seen the risen Lord?” \What
would we say?

After Jesus ascended to heaven, no one ever saw the risen Lord, in
person. Even possibly the greatest apostle, Paul, did not encounter Jesus in the
flesh. Yet, Christianity did not just disappear. Christians continue to proclaim
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that Jesus is risen. It is not easy to believe that Jesus rose from the dead, and
yet, Christianity continues to this day. How is this possible?

Acts 1:8: “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.”

When Jesus ascended, he promised to send the Holy Spirit. At Pentecost,
the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit. They began to witness to the
resurrection of Jesus. When we encounter the Holy Spirit, we gain the
conviction that we have seen the Lord, and witness to the resurrection of Jesus,
even though we have not seen Jesus in the flesh.

4. Our Resurrection

What is different between people who have seen the Lord and those who
have not? The difference is that people who have seen the Lord no longer live
their lives for themselves. Instead, they live to share the good news of the risen
Jesus with others and serve God and this world as a follower of Christ.

The New Testament doesn’t tell us much about how the disciples died.
Early Tradition tells us that the disciples cast lots and divided up the world. The
disciples dispersed to different areas of the world, so that everyone could hear
the Gospel of Jesus.

Many early Christians suffered greatly for their faith. Many met violent
deaths on account of their witness to Jesus. The martyrdom of these early
Christians reminds us of the lifestyle of Paul and the disciples: Paul says, “l do
not count my life of any value to myself, if only | may finish my course and
the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the good
news of God’s grace” (Acts 20:24).

Christians believe that our physical death is not the end of our lives. We
believe and hope in the resurrection of our bodies and our lives that exist far
after we no longer exist in the flesh.

This is why Paul says to the Thessalonians, “since we believe that
Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with
him those who have died.’ (1 Thessalonians 4:14). We believe that there is a
reunion with God and with fellow believers when we are resurrected.

5. Conclusion

Is it still hard to believe the resurrection of Jesus? Yes, it is not easy to
believe that Jesus is risen from the dead. So some go to Israel to visit Jesus’
tomb. Of course, it is empty. But that does not convince us the resurrection of
Jesus. When | visited Jesus’ tomb, the guide said, not to find the resurrected
Jesus in the empty tomb but in the hearts of the disciples. If the disciples were
not convinced that Jesus was risen from the dead, they would not have died to
proclaim the resurrection of Jesus.
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If you still can’t believe Jesus’ resurrection, | would like to think about this
qguestion. Can we stop loving our children and grandchildren? Can God stop
loving us? Can God’s love die? God showed us his undying love through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

6. Application

The disciples and the early Christians went to everywhere and shared the
good news of the risen Jesus with others.

Last Sunday, our lectionary reading, Luke 19:28-40, tells us that some of
the Pharisees asked Jesus to stop his followers to shout that Jesus is the
Messiah. Jesus answers, “if they were silent, the stones would shout
out.” This morning, Jesus would say to us the same, “If we were not witnessing
his resurrection, all creations would shout: “Christ is risen.” “He has risen
indeed.” Amen.



