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Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had 
come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own 
who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2 The devil had already 
put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during 
supper 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, 
and that he had come from God and was going to God, 4 got up from the 
table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 5 Then he 
poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe 
them with the towel that was tied around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, 
who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered, 
“You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 
8 Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless 
I wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, 
not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, 
“One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is 
entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” 11 For he knew 
who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to 
the table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You 
call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. 14 So if I, 
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash 
one another’s feet. 15 For I have set you an example, that you also should 
do as I have done to you. 16 Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater 
than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent 
them. 17 If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them…..  
31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been 
glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in 
him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33 Little 
children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I 
said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot 
come.’ 34 I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just 
as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35 By this everyone 
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
(John 13:1-17 & 31-35) 
 
1. One Day to Live 
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 What would you do if you had one day to live? Most people would 
spend the time with family and those close to them. John 13 tells us what 
Jesus did during his last hours before his death.  
  
2. Less Than a Day to Live 
 On Thursday, Jesus got together with his disciples instead of his 
family. The Gospel tells us that Jesus’ family included his mother and 
father, Mary, and Joseph, and his three brothers, James, Jude, and Simon. 
Jesus likely lived with his family in Nazareth until he began his ministry at 
30.  

Why did Jesus spend his last day with his disciples? Jesus spent 
almost every day with the disciples for three years. He would have known 
that the disciples would be shaken by his crucifixion. The disciples needed 
Jesus even more than his family.  
         
3. Washing the feet of the Disciples 
 On Thursday evening, Jesus ate his last meal with the disciples. 
During the meal, Jesus got up, poured water into a basin, and began to 
wash the feet of his disciples. Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, are you going to 
wash my feet?” Jesus replies, “You do not realize now what I am doing, 
but later you will understand.” Peter says, “No, you shall never wash 
my feet.” Jesus replies, “Unless I wash your feet, you have no part with 
me.” Peter replies, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as 
well.” 
 Washing feet was a job for a servant. Jesus did what the lowest slave 
would have done. The washing of feet shows Jesus’ humility and 
servanthood as well as Jesus’ love for his disciples. By washing their feet, 
Jesus shows the disciples that they are forgiven by Jesus and become part 
of a new spiritual family with the same mission. When the Holy Spirit comes 
to the disciples on the day of Pentecost, the church is born. Without this, 
the early church and disciples would have not survived.  
  
4. A New Commandment 
      After washi the feet of the disciples, Jesus says to the disciples, “I 
give you a new commandment, that you love one another just as I 
have loved you, you should love one another. By this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
      To love others is not a new commandment. Leviticus 19:18 says, 
“you shall love your neighbor as yourself.” To love others as much as 
Jesus loves others was a new commandment.  
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Jesus asks the disciples to love like Jesus, laying down his life for us. 
Jesus is the living example of God’s love. In the same way, Jesus wants us 
to be living examples of Christ’ love. Our Christlike love is the way we show 
that we are disciples of Jesus.  

 How can we love like Jesus? Whom do we think you can love 
as Christ did? Probably we can love our parents, children, & grandchildren 
as Jesus loved. If we treat others like our family, we can love and even 
sacrifice for them because we love them very much. 
  
5. The Importance of the Christian Community 
 Acts 2:44 says, “All who believed were together and had all things in 
common.” We wonder how it was possible. If we treat others as part of our 
family, we can do that. 

The United Methodist Committee on Relief has collected $5 million 
dollars to support the relief effort of the Ukrainian people. I read an article 
from the UMC website that one Korean American family donated $100,000 
to support the Ukraine people. He remembered a Methodist missionary 
who gave food when he starved to death during the Korean War. 
 We can experience Christ-like love in a small group. The early 
Methodists were excited to get together in what they called class meetings.  
Each week, they got together, encouraged each other, and grew in faith.  
They experienced the love of Jesus through the other members.  

Although UMC lost such a wonderful tradition, I am grateful that we 
have men’s and women’s groups, a knitting group, Bible study, choir, and 
even mission teams. Such small groups give people a deep sense of 
belonging and the opportunity to share the love of Jesus with others.  

Our family has lived in the US for over 40 years. I can’t imagine what 
life would have been like without the love and support of church. Church 
isn’t just a Christian community, but the hearts and minds of those around 
us where we experience God’s love and share God’s love with others and 
our community. 
   
6. The Holy Communion 
 Jesus wanted the disciples and us to remember the special 
relationship with Jesus and other followers of Jesus through the Holy 
Communion. Through Communion, the disciples are reminded of Jesus’ 
sacrifice and their new belonging as a family in Christ.  

When we take the Holy Communion, we are reminded that we belong 
to the community of faith in Christ, and we are part of God’s family through 
Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
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7. Conclusion and Application 
 As members of God’s family in Christ, Jesus gives the disciples and 
us the new commandment: “Love one another as I have loved you. By 
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 
one another. As we remember Holy Thursday, may we remember Christ’s 
love for us, and may we share Jesus’ love with others.  
 
 


