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Did you ever want to run away from home? Has one of your children 
ever run away from home? As many as 2.8 million teenagers run away 
every year according to Brandongaille.com.   Surprisingly, 70% of them 
are girls, most of whom are trying to escape sexual abuse. Among the 
remainder, 47% ran away due to conflict with a parent, just like the 
younger son in our scripture reading this morning.  In today’s culture, 
children are allowed a lot of input into decisions that affect them, so they 
feel free to argue with a parent about things no Old Testament child would 
dare challenge.  As you heard in our reading from Deuteronomy, Jewish 
law gave parents a very effective threat to use when children were being 
strong-willed.  All the parents had to do was convince the elders that the 
child was no good, disobedient and rebellious, and the child would be 
stoned to death.  God decreed that this was the way to remove evil from 
society, Consider the logic: a child who won’t respect his parents’ 
authority has de facto denied God’s authority by violating the 4th.  It was 
serious business. Romans 13:2 says Therefore whoever resists authority 
resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur 
judgment.” That’s why Jesus audience would have been totally 
shocked by the behavior of the younger son in this parable. By trying 
to anticipate the results of his father’s death, he’s effectively laying the 
groundwork for his own (death). 
So what’s behind the young man’s very risky demand to get his 
inheritance in advance? Impatience? Oh yeah. The young man is of the “I 
want it and I want it NOW” type.  Boredom? There’s nothing fun to do 
around here. Hate?  I hate living here, I hate being the younger son – 
everyone bosses me around. I’m sick of all the rules and all the 
chores.  What about what I want?  I want my freedom! Jesus is showing 
us God’s perspective of a headstrong individual, a selfish person who lives 
by his whims & his desires. The young man doesn’t even ask respectfully 
but flatly demands his portion. We all know such people. We may have 
been just like that in earlier days. The audience would assume it’s a family 
of Gentiles, the younger son a pagan, because no Jewish boy would risk 
offending his father so greatly as this boy does. How surprised they would 
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be to know that their treatment of God the Father is just as offensive as 
the boy’s behavior in the parable. They want to be free to follow their own 
lusts –for wealth, or women, status or power. They don’t really trust God 
to provide for them, so they work to do it themselves, trampling others to 
get to the top. Like all sinners, they want what they want, NOW, not in 
some distant heaven or at some future date when the Messiah 
returns.  Even today, many people  live day to day with no thought about 
next month or next year.  YOLO.  One study reports that 80% of children 
raised in church-going homes abandon their faith when they move out or 
attend college. Independence beckons.  God has promised his children an 
abundant life on earth and great rewards in heaven if they just have faith, 
believing that he knows what’s best for us. Yet SO many of us become 
impatient or want to do it our own way.  We want God to follow OUR 
plans– and our prayers begin to sound more like wish lists than 
worship.  Be careful before you condemn this prodigal child. 
 
THE FATHER 
AND WHAT IS THE FATHER’S RESPONSE to the insulting demand of his 
son? 
Rather than slap him, stone him or disinherit him, the father acquiesces. 
This would shock and horrify the audience. Instead of giving the young 
man the punishment he deserves, instead of trying to coax a change of 
attitude, the Father gives his younger son his share of the family property, 
which would amount to about a 1/3 share of everything: money, livestock, 
barns and fields.  Upon obtaining his inheritance, the child receives the 
assets AND the responsibility of maintaining them.  Of course the young 
reprobate wants no part of that, and Jesus tells us, “Not long after, the 
younger son got together all he had and left for a distant country”. This 
implies he found people willing to pay him for whatever was not portable. 
It must have saddened his father to see him accept pennies on the dollar 
just to get a quick sale.  But the boy wanted OUT, he was moving far away 
where he could be free of his father’s oversight and free to experience a 
more exciting life, doing all the things that had been forbidden by his 
dad.  He never stopped to think that maybe those things were forbidden 
because they were unhealthy and unwise pastimes. He doesn’t respect 
the wisdom of his elders or the familiar counsel of the Proverbs. He wants 
to live on his own terms! Haven’t we all rebelled against God at one time 
or other?   The father’s generous response illustrates the love, kindness 
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and forbearance of God toward his rebellious and headstrong children. No 
matter how good a parent you are, and you can’t get better than God, 
some people just have to learn the hard way. 
 
THE REPENTANCE 
So off the young man goes to the big city to live it up, a lamb among 
wolves, buying drinks for his new friends, living like a playboy. Now it was 
just that kid’s bad luck that a famine hit the land right as he was running 
out of money. And of course none of his newfound friends offered him any 
assistance. It wasn’t long before he had to find a job and likely he had to 
compete with more experienced workers who were known to the locals, It 
seems no one would hire him except a pig farmer, who hired him to feed 
the pigs. Remember, Jews considered pigs unclean. This was rock 
bottom. The wages were poor, he was going hungry, so the slop the pigs 
ate began to look appealing to him.  His fancy clothes were ruined, he 
smelled and no one wanted to associate with him anymore. This situation 
gave him a little time to think about what his future looked like. That’s IF he 
lived through the famine. And he began to look on his past life with new 
eyes.  God often has to humble us; to bring us totally to the end of our 
own resources before we can be brought to the realization that we will 
perish without God’s intervention,  Humans hate to admit that they are too 
stupid to run their own lives without God.  As the introspection continues, 
the position of servant in his father’s house looks very appealing to the 
boy and he’s willing to eat humble pie in order to fill his stomach. The 
audience was probably rejoicing at his misery. He got what he deserved!! 
Let him crawl like the snake he is! The young man himself probably 
anticipates rejection and so he prepares a speech acknowledging how 
unworthy he is. He doesn’t prepare a litany of excuses to justify his 
behavior.  WE TOO should approach God with this kind of humility. Even 
the most devout Christian still struggles occasionally with sin. As Isaiah 
64:6 says, “all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.” Any 
righteousness we think we have in the natural is like filthy rags in God’s 
eyes.  On our own we are no better than this servant on the pig 
farm.   Only when we are IN CHRIST do we wear a robe of 
righteousness.  Too many people believe that their worldly wealth or 
exalted status place them above the pig farmers of the world, Until death 
is looking them in the face and can’t be bought off. 
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THE RETURN 
We all know the story of the son’s return and it doesn’t go down like the 
audience was expecting. No condemnation, no public flogging and 
humiliation.  His father sees him from afar off and RUNS to him – a terrible 
affront to his dignity in those days.  Yet God will run toward any repentant 
sinner.  The father clothed him and put his ring on the boy’s finger – proof 
to all of his place in the family. The ring conveyed authority in the father’s 
name.  When we accept Christ we too are robed – in righteousness, and 
given authority to command power in Jesus’ name.  The father feeds us 
with His word, He hugs us close to Him, despite the stink of sin that still 
clings to a repentant sinner. The angels rejoice and celebrate with God 
that we are there, just as the father invited the village to party upon his 
son’s return.  He was dead to them, but now he lives. We were dead in 
sin, but now we live in the power of the resurrection.  
THE ELDER SON 
One person does not join in the celebration.  When I was young and first 
read the story, I identified with the elder son. I was the eldest of 5 children 
and I understood the resentment the older son felt at seeing his sibling go 
unpunished for such a grave offense.  It seemed unjust. However we know 
God is not unjust. There were consequences to the prodigal’s foolishness. 
They would be felt later, but this day was for rejoicing in his repentance 
and return. Love is expressed first and foremost.  The elder son apparently 
had little love for his younger brother. He had built up a lifetime of 
resentments against him. He feels no joy to have him back. When his 
father tries to persuade him to come in, He speaks harshly, showing little 
love and respect . This too would have surprised the audience.  The elder 
son had seemed righteous, yet now he is revealed to be bitter and 
unforgiving. His speech reveals a sense of self-righteousness.  He feels 
unappreciated and resentful, as if behaving like a dutiful son ENTITLED 
him to something more than his father’s affection.  He has no compassion 
for his father or for a younger brother who will have to work very hard to 
redeem his reputation. He won’t even call the younger son ‘brother’ but 
says, “when this son of yours came back after hanging out with 
prostitutes”… . . Note: Parents don’t do this to each other.  Don’t end up 
where one says to the other, ”see if you can talk some sense into “this 
daughter of yours”. Satan loves to turn family members against each 
other. Remember, it took 2 to create that child.  Here, the older son had 
disowned his little brother, in a spirit of legalism, per the law in 
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Deuteronomy.  He must have been horrified and embarrassed when his 
father gave the younger boy his portion instead of meting out harsh 
punishment. He hasn’t forgiven either of them. He stayed from a sense of 
duty not out of love for his father. Duty-conscious people do good and go 
to church to set an example for the kids, or to uphold a certain reputation, 
not because they love God. The elder son is a Pharisee with a hard 
heart that is far from God. If the elder son were to finish the story, he 
would take a club and beat both the father and younger son to death with 
it, then take over the farm he believed he deserves.  This kind of legalism 
has no place in Christ’s church. Satan will breed resentment and self-
righteousness wherever he can. He’ll foster discord, when there is just the 
slightest cause for someone to feel offended. Your joy depends 
completely on the perspective you choose to take. 
The father, God, however is gracious even in the face of his son’s 
rudeness and resentment.  He would have been justified in saying, “Fine, 
then stay away. Your loss! It’s MY house and I will do as I see fit.“ But no, 
he offers grace and kindness as he tries to explain that there is no cause 
for envy or bitterness.  The older son will inherit all his father has. This 
celebration won’t change that. The father has enough love for both of 
them. He didn’t care about the wasted money. It was his son’s rejection of 
him that had really hurt .  The father’s love never faltered, his character 
never changed, it was the mindsets of his sons that changed. 
 
CONCLUSION    
The story of humanity’s banishment from Eden and its continued misery is 
the story of people running away from God and chasing after other things, 
just like the prodigal son.  It is through this parable that we can understand 
God’s amazing grace and grasp the immense love Jesus felt that enabled 
Him to die on the cross for us while we were yet sinners. God doesn’t 
expect us to pay him back for the trouble we’ve caused before he’ll agree 
to save us. God’s justice is tempered by mercy and grace. God could have 
let us all go straight to hell, just as the father in the parable could have had 
his son stoned to death.  It’s what sinners deserve. Instead he sent his son 
to the cross to die for OUR sins. The good news of the gospel is that when 
we, as sinners, repent and call on Him, God will forgive our sins, remove 
our filthy garments and dress us in robes of his righteousness. Praise be to 
God! Amen. 
 


