February 27, 2022 You Are Absolutely Glowing! Ann Burnham, CLM

This morning you heard Deb Linehan read from Exodus as Moses came
down from Mt. Sinai with the two tablets containing the ten
commandments. If you have watched the old movie, The Ten
Commandments, you might not have seen the radiant or glowing face of
Moses, but you saw Charlton Heston as Moses with his hair and beard as
white as snow. But the Bible tells us that his face was radiant, so radiant
that the people were afraid to go near him. In fact, Moses put a veil over
his face and only took it off when he went to speak with the Lord. The
movie was made in 1956, so the technology to show his face as radiant or
glowing was not available so the white hair and beard was the best they
could do. They have shown that movie on television every Passover/Easter
season since 1973.

The second reading was from the Gospel of Luke. What do we know about
Luke? We know he was not a disciple, but he was a doctor. A very
learned and methodical man who painstakingly records everything in order.
In Chapter 1, Luke says he has investigated everything from the beginning,
and he is writing an orderly account of Jesus. He starts with the angel
promising the birth of John (the Baptist) to Zechariah and follows through
all the way to the Ascension of Jesus.

In the chapters prior to our reading of the Transfiguration today, Luke
details the miracles Jesus performed as well as the many parables he used
to teach the disciples. Beginning in Chapter 9, Jesus calls the Twelve
together and gives them power and authority to drive out demons and cure
diseases. Why? Because Jesus was preparing them for what was to come.

Jesus then goes on to feed the 5,000 with the five loaves of bread and the
two fish. Shortly after that, while Jesus is praying, he asks the disciples,
“Who do the crowds say I am?” The disciples tell him that some think he
is John the Baptist, Elijah and some say one of the old prophets that has
come back to life. Jesus responds, “But what about you? Who do you say
I am?” Peter is the one to speak and says, “God’s Messiah.”

Matthew 16: 21 says, “2! From that time on, Jesus began to show his
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the
hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the
third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him,
saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23 But he
turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block
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to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human
things.” Jesus warns the disciples not to tell anyone that he is the Messiah.
I can only imagine their heads were spinning with this information. They
really had no clue that he was preparing them for what was coming.

As if they were not confused enough, Jesus tells all of them, “Whoever
wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily
and follow me. ?* For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but
whoever loses their life for me will save it. 2> What good is it for someone
to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self? 26 Whoever
is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of

them when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the
holy angels. 2’ “Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste
death before they see the kingdom of God.”

And what was that supposed to mean? Jesus was letting them know the
path would not be easy. “Taking up the cross”, meant carrying your own
cross to the place of crucifixion, which is the way the Romans had killed
many Galileans. I would think that would have made the Twelve very
nervous, but I am not sure they got it. And the last sentence about “not
tasting death before they see the kingdom of God”, must have been totally
confusing because they understood death comes first, then you see the
kingdom.

Eight days later, Jesus took Peter, John, and James, (the disciples who are
closest to Jesus), up to the mountain to pray. The disciples appear to be
groggy while praying, but they suddenly become awake and see Jesus’
face change as he was praying, and his clothes became “lightening white”.
They also see two men who appear to be Moses and Elijah talking with
Jesus about his “departure”. That is the term our reading used however
other versions say “his decease” but the true meaning was His exodus —
which literally means the road out — the one he was to complete in
Jerusalem. Peter, and it is always Peter isn't it, speaks up and tells Jesus
that it is good that they are here and that they should put up three
shelters, one for Moses, one for Elijah and one for Jesus. This refers to the
time after the Exodus from Egypt. In Leviticus, which is a handbook for
priests in which God gives instructions how to be holy, how to offer
sacrifices for sin, etc. Finally in Chapter 23, the instructions are all about
the festivals and one of those festivals was the Festival of the Shelters. All
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the Israelites were to gather as families and create outdoor shelters the
day after Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement. They were to live outside in
these little shelters for seven days to remember and teach their children
about what God had done for them bringing them out of Egypt and to
renew their faith.

According to our reading, Peter did not know what he was saying and
suddenly a bright cloud covers them as they hear a voice say, “This is my
Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him”. In Matthew 17, it is recorded as,
“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!”
The disciples are so terrified they fall to the ground, but Jesus touches
them and tells them not to be afraid and when they get up, they only see
Jesus, no one else. Jesus tells them not to tell anyone until the Son of Man
is raised from the dead. Again, Jesus is trying to tell them what is going to
happen. By the way, I am sure they didn't tell anyone — how could they?
Moses died in 1273 BC and the prophet Elijah died in 849 BC. How did
they know who the two men were and why those two — because Moses
represented the law and predicted the coming of a great prophet and Elijah
represented the prophets who foretold of the coming of a Messiah. How
could the disciples recognize them? It isn't like they saw photos or
YouTube showing Moses coming down the mountain. They would only
know about them from the Torah but that was not a picture book!

When they come down from the mountain, Jesus finds a father who is
beside himself because his son is possessed with an evil spirit. He explains
that he begged the disciples to drive it out, but they just couldn’t do it, (the
nine disciples who did not go with Jesus to the mountain). Jesus is so
frustrated that he scolds the disciples saying, “You unbelieving and
perverse generation, how long shall I stay with you and put up with you?
Bring your son here.” Matthew 17, tells us Jesus drove the demon out and
later, the disciples asked Jesus why they had not been able to do it. Jesus
tells them they lack faith because if you have faith the size of a mustard
seed, you can move mountains because of God'’s power but you must have
faith.

What is the connection between Moses and Jesus becoming radiant,
absolutely glowing? Both Moses and Jesus had gone to the mountain to
pray and had been in the presence of God. The cloud for both was
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representative of God’s presence. I believe they glowed in the same way
we see the moon glow. The Moon does not have any light of its own—it
shines because its surface reflects sunlight. The glow for Moses was the
reflection of God’s light and was so brilliant that he had to veil his face if he
was not on the mountain with God. For Jesus, his glow was different
because his was a glow from within. As God’s Son, he temporarily unveiled
his true divinity letting the disciples see him transfigured like an ordinary
caterpillar that became a beautiful butterfly, that was Jesus’ true state.

The disciples had been with Jesus about three years and had seen this
ordinary man do extraordinary things, yet all the while being humble.
They had heard him teach and preach while seeing him perform many
miracles and they wanted to believe he was the Messiah, but why would
the Messiah let himself be killed? Their faith was shaken, which is exactly
why Jesus took them up on the mountain, so they could see his glory.
Jesus knew he had to strengthen their faith and you can hear that from
Peter years later in 2 Peter 16, when Peter relates the story of the
Transfiguration to the new church by saying, “For we were not making up
clever stories when we told you about the powerful coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. We saw his majestic splendor with our own eyes when he
received honor and glory from God the Father. The voice from the
majestic glory of God said to him, “This is my dearly loved Son, who brings
me great joy.” We heard that voice from heaven when we were with him
on the holy mountain.” What an incredible experience that must have
been. Peter, John, and James must have wanted to stay on the mountain
top, basking in the glory of being with Moses, Elijah, and Jesus.
Sometimes when things are going well and we are full of the Holy Spirit,
we want to stay where we are — in that safe cozy spot.

Last week Ted and I went to the Plymouth Philharmonic and heard this
musical group, Sons of Serendip. They were amazing — a cellist, a
keyboard player, a harpist, and a vocalist. These men relayed the story of
how they met in college at B.U. and went on to have careers before trying
out for America’s Got Talent, which totally changed their lives. There was a
true joy in their music. The vocalist also spoke about being kind to each
other, how lighting one candle allows you to see ahead a little but the
more candles, the more light and how we can really see ahead when we all
get together and shine our light. As it happens, he has a Masters Degree
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in Divinity. What a wonderful feeling — feeling like everyone is kind and
good. There is no hate, only love — these four young black men loved their
primarily white audience and the audience loved them. I wanted to stay
on that mountain top, but how can we spread God’s word if we stay in that
place? How do we tell the world, “You need to change!” We need to
respect each other, love each other but we also need to stand up for what
is right. We need to stand up and tell the world that we have faith, and
that faith gives us a voice that we need to use. The last two years have
taken a toll on all of us. We have not lived life to its fullest, but it is time to
take back our lives and speak out against things that are wrong. I thought
what a sad thing it was to hear that Teen Challenge will not receive any
government support unless they take Jesus out of their program. Correct
me if I am wrong, but aren’t those our tax dollars? Our tax dollars are
used for other things we don't agree with, so why is it we sit on our hands
and don't write our congressmen about supporting a program that has an
87% success rate?

We know all the things that Jesus taught: Feed the hungry, clothe the
poor, and love your neighbor as yourself and we should do those things.
We are the sheep that belong to Jesus. We are notto be sheep for anyone
else. Jesus was no shy flower — he had no problem telling those in
authority when they were wrong, so we must do the same. As we head
into this Lenten season, let's do some positive things instead of giving up
chocolate to shave off a few pounds. Let’s be sure to go through our
closets and donate some clothes, let's send a card to someone who is
hurting mentally or physically, let’s bring in food for our missions and let’s
reach out to those who once sat next to us in church but are no longer
there. We were forced to close our doors for a time, but now is the time to
tell people to come back. Let’s also use our voices to call out things that
are wrong in our towns, our schools, our state, and our country. As we
receive ashes on Wednesday night, let's wear them proudly and remember
what they mean. Let’s stand up and declare our Christian beliefs and
remember there is only One we follow and that is Jesus Christ, our Lord
and Savior.

Amen



