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“Thus says the Lord: Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make
mere flesh their strength, whose hearts turn away from the Lord. s They
shall be like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see when relief comes.
They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited
salt land. "Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose ftrust is the Lord. s
They shall be like a tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the
stream. It shall not fear when heat comes, and its leaves shall stay green;
in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it does not cease to bear fruit. °
The heart is devious above all else; it is perverse-who can understand it? |
the Lord test the mind and search the heart, to give to all according to their
ways, according to the fruit of their doings” (Jeremiah 17:5-10).

1. Importance of Location

The location is an important part of a business. It plays a big role in
what customers will come to the business and how the business will grow
over time. A location also influences our daily lives. Whether it's a big city
or a small town, our surroundings can play a big role in our lives.

Since coming to the States 40 years ago, Christine and | have lived in
4 different States and several different cities. For us, our community here is
one of the best areas we’ve lived in. The people in our community are
friendly, and we are surrounded by the lovely Cape Cod Canal.

2. Two Kinds of Living

Our geographic location is important for us. How about where we are
spiritually? In today’s scripture, the prophet Jeremiah talks about two kinds
of people, those who trust in humans and those who trust in the Lord. The
people of Judah trusted in false gods and foreign military alliances instead
of God. Jeremiah shares that those who trust in humans for protection will
be ultimately unfruitful, like living in the salt lands of the Dead Sea.

In contrast, those who trust in the Lord flourish like a tree planted by
water. In times of trouble, those who trust in human beings will fear and be
anxious. They will bear little fruit. But those who trust in the Lord will have
no fear and will bear fruit so much that they may share with others.

Jeremiah isn’t saying not to trust people in this passage. Rather, he is
reminding us not to put our trust in people. This means, the ultimate faith in
our lives can’t come from placing our trust in another person. We can trust



others and learn to become trustworthy people. But another person cannot
be the foundation or the reason we can live without fear and anxiety.

3. Where Do We Put Our Trust?

Then, where do we put our trust? We often will place trust in authority
figures like scientists, doctors, teachers, and religious leaders. We may
also place our trust in the government, technology, or wealth. While many
of these things are good, many of us already know none of these can
guarantee our happiness or that our needs will be met by them.

Where, then, do we place our ultimate trust? The Bible tells us that
we can always place our trust in the Lord. How can we be convinced that
we can trust in the Lord all the time? In the Old Testament, God’s love is
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described with the Hebrew word “Chesed.” “Chesed” is translated as
“loving-kindness,” “mercy,” “steadfast love,” and “loyalty.” Yet the full
meaning of the word cannot be conveyed without an explanation.

In Abram’s covenant from God, God says, “I will make of you a
great nation, and | will bless you, and make your name great, so that
you will be a blessing. :1 will bless those who bless you, and the one
who curses you | will curse; and in you all the families of the earth
shall be blessed.”

Just like when a man and woman enter into marriage, so does God
pledge to love Abram and us as an expression of his loving commitment to
Abram and us. God'’s love is faithful, committed, and loyal. The Bible tells
us of many covenants made by God to others as an expression of his love.
We therefore can trust in the Lord because God'’s love is expressed by the
covenants that would never be broken by the Lord.

4. A Tree Planted by Water

Do we trust in the Lord then in any circumstance? Jeremiah says, if
we do not trust in the Lord, we are like a shrub in the desert. If we trust in
the Lord, we are like a tree planted by water sending out its root by the
stream. God is our creator and the source of our nourishment as water is
essential to a tree. If we are not connected with the source of nourishment,
we can neither survive nor bear fruit.

For the past few weeks, | had a very difficult time. As you may know,
we had technical difficulties with live streaming Sunday worship services on
YouTube. | tried everything | knew for live streaming, but | realized there
was no communication between the camera and the video mixer. For some
reason the video transmitter and the receiver had no communication with
each other. After consultation with an expert, Christine and | directly



connected the camera and the video mixer with a HDMI cable. Now the
video mixer shows the scenes of the camera on the computer. We were
reminded of a simple truth that if there is no connection, there is no
communication. If we are not connected with the Lord, there would be
neither hope nor future.

5. The Importance of Water

If a tree is not connected with water, it will die soon. Water is
important not only for our physical body but also for our spiritual life.

Water in the Bible represents life, cleansing, forgiveness, and
renewal. Water is also a symbol of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus says to the Samaritan woman, “everyone who drinks of this
water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that | will
give him will never thirst. The water that I will give will become in
them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life” (John 4:13-14).

The Samaritan woman was a marginalized woman and an outcast.
However, after she encounters Jesus, she becomes a witness to others.
Her social location was like a shrub in the desert. But her spiritual location
was a tree planted by water. When the woman meets Jesus, her life is filled
with the overflowing love of God. That is the work of the Holy Spirit.

God promises Israel and us that he would put his Spirit within them
and us. Ezekiel 36:27-28 says, “I will put my spirit within you, and make
you follow my statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances.

28 Then you shall live in the land that | gave to your ancestors; and
you shall be my people, and I will be your God.” When Jesus
ascended, he sent the Holy Spirit for us. The Holy Spirit transforms us and
empowers us to do his will.

6. No Fear and No Anxiety

Today, we all live in challenging times. Our current situation can
easily feel like living in a mental desert. However, if we place our trust in
the Lord, we may be filled with God’s everlasting love and care even in the
midst of challenge.

For many people the natural response to the current times may be
fear and anxiety. However, even as difficulties come, if our lives are rooted
in our trust in the Lord, we do not need to fear or be anxious. If our lives are
planted in the Lord, we may be free from fear and anxiety and that our lives
may overflow so that we may share God’s love with others.

7. Share Fruit



One thing | am very proud of is our congregation’s focus on missions.
Today is Super Bowl Sunday and I’'m amazed by the creativity of our
Mission commission in making today a day to raise funds to support those
in need in our community and our world.

Next Sunday, the Teen Challenge choir will come to share their
testimony and sing for us. | am glad that they can return this year and that
we may continue to withess God'’s goodness and to share the fruit of God’s
love with those around us.

Let me read again what Jeremiah says, “Blessed are those who
trust in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. : They shall be like a tree
planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. It shall not fear
when heat comes, and its leaves shall stay green; in the year of
drought it is not anxious, and it does not cease to bear fruit.” We are
so blessed. We praise the Lord for using us like a tree planted by water.
Amen.



