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Scriptures: Jeremiah 1:4-10, and Luke 4:21-30

If we created a drama group here at Swift and demanded that everyone in
the congregation sign up to play one role or another in our upcoming
production, which parts do YOU think would feel most natural for you? In
what role do you think your talent (or lack of it) places you? Could you see
yourself as the martyr or the saint? the white knight? the boss, or the
servant or the bum? the happy wanderer, the nanny? the schemer? the
wise old prophet? the wallflower, the loveable oaf, the misfit? The rebel?
the adventurer, the dreamer, the ugly duckling or the donkey? Some of us
have type-cast ourselves and no matter what group we're in, we tend to
assume that same role. Many of us change roles regularly, depending on
who we're with or where we are. But deep inside, how do you see yourself?
What is at the core of your identity? In our readings today, from both the
Old and New Testaments, the issue of self-perception is addressed.

In the passage from Jeremiah, God has asked Jeremiah to star in
his latest drama — as a prophet. Jeremiah sees himself as totally
unsuitable for that role.

| suspect that part of the issue is that, in Jeremiah’s mind, the role
of prophet doesn’t seem like anything to aspire to. He was brought
up in a priestly family and was familiar with the prophet

Hosea. Remember that in those days[Jeremiah lived around 600
BC] the prophets were both honored and persecuted. Honored by
the God-fearing people and persecuted by those who didn’t fear
God and didn'’t like the message. Most prophets did not live in
luxury but were frequently on the road, coming and going
according to God’s instructions. But of course, Jeremiah would
realize that God hadn’t asked him for his opinion of the matter, and
his personal preferences could not outweigh God’s will, so instead
he raises what seems like a legitimate issue to him — he’s too
young. Prophets tended to be old and wise, and he’s just a youth!
Who would listen to HIM? No one would take him seriously. |
suspect he imagines himself speaking in front of the townspeople
and the elders and their reaction to his words is a dismissive, “Get
Lost, punk!” It wouldn'’t be too far-fetched. People initially judge by
appearances — in the first 5 seconds of the encountering they form
first impressions based on all kinds of assumptions about what



they see. If you're tall and good looking, they think you’re smart
and a good leader, unless you're blonde. If you’re badly dressed
they assume you’re poor or uneducated or eccentric. Sometimes,
they’re smart enough to wait til they’ve heard what you have to say
before drawing any conclusions. Even that can lead to remarks
like, You're smarter than you look!

« God does not judge us the way people do. He’s not worried about
what’s on the surface. He doesn’t go shopping for someone a bit
older, a bit wiser or more willing. He brushes off Jeremiah’s
objection about his youth as being totally irrelevant! God is
basically telling Jeremiah, don’t worry about it. | know what you are
and what you are not. | decided to pick you before you were even
born. You’re perfect for this task. | made you just so you could fill
this particular role at this particular time. And don’t worry about
those people out there.... Remind them who sent you. After all, It's
not about YOU, it's about Me working through you.

How do we evaluate our capabilities: by our resume? By our popularity on
social media? By the labels others pin on us? By Names we've been
called? By our issues or problems? | have a friend who was treated poorly
as a child and sexually harassed as a young adult. Fifty years later her
inner identity is still that of a fearful child, desperate for attention but too
afraid to claim her freedom and live out her dreams. She doesn'’t realize
that with God, she is MORE than a conqueror. If you’ve had health
problems for 15 years, you might typecast yourself as an invalid. But that’s
not ALL you are. If you're dependent on alcohol or prescription drugs to
get you through the day, you might think of yourself as an alcoholic or an
addict, but that’s not ALL you are. Don’t typecast yourself. You are God’s
creation, brought into this world to serve a specific purpose for which YOU
are perfectly suited, with your specific talents, abilities and

temperament. Give him control so He can work through you.

« The apostle Paul initially and willingly was typecast as a Pharisee
during his prime. How do you picture such people? Tall, bearded,
smug? Paul however was short, balding and bowlegged. If we
saw him on stage we’d cast him as an innkeeper or maybe a store
clerk, or perhaps as a comic figure. But that’s not how God saw
him. God saw a strong willed, intelligent, high energy person who
could be turned from a smug ideologue into a high-powered leader
of the church. Hollywood would never cast the REAL Paul as a
leading man, but God designed him specifically for the role he was
to play. His appearance did not intimidate people, although his




intellect could. He was perfectly suited to talk to the lowliest
servant or to Caesar himself. God gave him an unspecified health
issue to keep him humble and to force him to accept the help of
others. Paul shows us that poor health will not exempt you from
whatever role God has for you. On the plus side, your theology
then becomes your therapy as you remind yourself that whatever
others call you, whatever issue seems to define you in the natural,
you are God’s handiwork, made to be exactly who you are, placed
exactly where you are, to serve Him as He commands and live for
his glory.

. Is that how you see yourself?

In the passage from Luke’s gospel, Jesus has just explained how He sees
himself — as a prophet anointed to preach good news to the poor, free the
captives and give sight to the blind. He was reading Isaiah 61 in his
hometown synagogue and the crowd was surprised when he told them,
“today this prophesy is fulfilled in your hearing”. What a bold statement,
totally at odds with Jesus’ usual practice of swearing people to

secrecy. Initially the members of his synagogue are supportive of His
declaration; in fact, in verse 22 where they confirm, yes this is Joseph’s
son, | think they delight in imagining that they will share in the reflected
glory of his fame & reputation as a great prophet. However, in the latter part
of that scene, the audience violently objects to the fact that Jesus’ opinion
of them, does not agree with their rosy imaginings- In fact his remarks
shatter their self image. They see themselves as virtuous people, as sons
of Abraham, deserving of God’s favor. Jesus belittles their faith as
insufficient when He pre-empts any requests for healings or miracles like
He’d been doing in Capernaum by saying, No prophet is welcome in his
hometown.” What? How can he say that? Did they not just complement his
reading and assurance? And then he pushed it further when he reminded
them of Elijah in 1 Kings 17, who during a 3 2 yr famine was sent not to
help a widow in Israel but one in Sidon, the land of the Gentiles. Had they
ever seen that story in this light before? Jesus continued and really added
insult to injury by remarking on the story in 2 Kings chap 5 that “there were
many lepers in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet; and not one of them
was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian, the outsider, the Gentile.” They
had surely recognized that God could be merciful to Gentiles occasionally,
but to imply that God would PREFER to send his prophets to the Gentiles
instead of ministering to his own people, the sons of Abraham and heirs to
the Covenant, well, that was not only insulting, unkind and mean-spirited, it




was heresy to their ears. Jesus had just trampled on their pride and on
their innermost sense of identity — the set-apart, special, privileged,
possessors of the Law, of the Torah and the holy ark of the Covenant,

God'’s favorite, beloved heirs of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. God sent
prophets to THEM not to the Gentiles, who had no relationship with the one
true God, and certainly no claim to Him. They would have killed Jesus then
and there if they could have. They had become proud and arrogant.

The spirit of entitlement is a demon. Do not be deceived. In your natural
self you are small and sinful and so deserve only death. However, as a
Christian you are born again, your natural self is subjugated to your new life
in Christ. You are now an eternal spirit living in a temporal body. People
may not like your body. YOU may not like your body, you may not like the
traces of the ‘old you’ that continue to reappear, but that’s not all you

are! Your spirit lives in and through Jesus, guided by the Holy Spirit. And
don’t worry about those people out there.... Remind them who sent you.
After all, It's not about YOU, it's about Jesus working through you.

If Jesus doesn’t promote you, be content to serve in any way He demands.
You know that in due season God moves in your life. Don'’t try to force it or
it will not turn out well — for you or others. God’s vision for you may be
different from what the world tells you to strive for. You choose which
voices you listen to. Your deliverance and your eternal reward depend on
the choice you make. If we listen to Jesus and believe Him, then we are
free from bondage. Our deliverance is assured and we become all God
intended us to be. No matter what our issues, no matter what our past
reputation, no matter what the world thinks of our outside appearance, no
matter what the social media says we are, we can confidently say, This is
not ALL | am. | am the handiwork of a loving God who knit me uniquely in
my mother’'s womb, who created me for a unique purpose, who sent His
only son to die for me, so that | might be freed from the chokehold of sin
and instead gain salvation and eternal life in the presence of the saints.

If any of you here has not personally accepted Jesus Christ as your savior,
now is a good time to do it. See Pastor or myself at the close of the
service, so you too can tell your aching body, your depressed inner self or
your 15-year problem, “That’s not ALL | am.”.




