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I am so happy to see you. Since it is the day after Christmas, which I think should be
called the National Day of Exhaustion. We race from our turkey dinners and pies to
decorate our homes and shop until we drop. Then we wrap, decorate some more,
figure out who is hosting and what will we make for Christmas dinner, clean the house
top to bottom and everyone arrives, presents are opened, wrapping paper flies through
the air as gifts are opened, cookie crumbs fall all over the place and sticky candy cane
fingers do their work. When it is all over, everyone goes home and the eternal question
comes to mind: Why did I clean the house before they all came ..... because now I
have to clean it all again. The National Day of Exhaustion! But a day so full of fun,
noise and excitement, family and love. We wouldn't have it any other way. So, I truly
thank you for showing up today!

Our first reading was from the book of Isaiah, and Isaiah is considered to be the
greatest prophet. We know the prophet’s role was to speak for God and prophets were
the conscience of Israel. They chastised the Israelites for not trusting God and warned
them of the dangers that would befall them for not being faithful to God. We do know
this was a recurring theme with the Israelites even after God brought them out of Egypt
and redeemed them and God rescued them from the Assyrians. They would follow God
and all would go well, but they would become full of themselves, thinking they knew
better and could do things their own way and ignore God. Listen to what God says in
48:4, “I know that you are obstinate, and your neck is an iron sinew and your forehead
brass”! Wow, talk about stubborn. Sadly, they weren’t much different from us today!

In the case of Isaiah, he delivered prophecies that looked well ahead into the future.
The first 39 chapters of Isaiah are full of condemnation and warnings however,
beginning in chapter 40, the theme changes in what is often called the Book of
Consolation of Israel or Second Isaiah. Just before this reading, we hear the voice of
God speaking in 52: 3-6:

“3 For this is what the Lord says: “When I sold you into exile, I received no payment.
Now I can redeem you without having to pay for you.” 4 This is what the

Sovereign Lord says: “Long ago my people chose to live in Egypt. Now they are
oppressed by Assyria. ® What is this?” asks the Lord. “Why are my people enslaved
again? Those who rule them shout in exultation.[2] My name is blasphemed all day
long.t®] 6 But I will reveal my name to my people, and they will come to know its power.
Then at last they will recognize that I am the one who speaks to them.” A special note
here is that the Greek version reads “"The Gentiles continually blaspheme my name
because of you”, and Paul repeats this in Romans 2:24.

Now beginning in verse 7, we hear a series of voices telling the sentinels (guards who
would stand upon the walls of Jerusalem and in the towers as lookouts for approaching
enemies and other approaching dangers) to look to the mountains because the
beautiful feet of the messenger is bringing the best news — peace and salvation.
Everything is right with God and “Your God reigns!” You have all been forgiven and
take your comfort that God has redeemed Jerusalem. When it says, “The Lord has
bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations” and all the ends of the earth shall
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see the salvation of our God”, it seems the voices in Isaiah are telling us all the world,
even the Gentiles will see the strength of God. Baring your arm was a vision of
strength.

Now you might think Isaiah is announcing that the good news is here or at least just
around the corner, but in fact he is letting the Israelites know that they need to wake
up, “Awake, awake, put on your strength, O Zion!” (vs. 1-2) because he is looking
ahead to the time when the Israelites will be captives of the Babylonians because they
were obstinate, with their foreheads of brass!! They kept turning away from God by
sinning and worshiping idols. Babylon would capture the Israelites, killing many and
enslaving thousands of others, destroying the Jewish temple and decimating Jerusalem.

The Jews would live in exile for 70 years before they were allowed to return to Israel,
but God would forgive them and showed them His mercy by bringing peace and
salvation. And that is why Isaiah is telling them there is good news coming and it
would arrive on the feet of those messengers to a broken and destroyed land. I love
the poetic style of Isaiah - “"How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who
bring good news. Your God reigns!!” What an image! It was these elite runners who
brought the important news, the news that had to be shared right away. I think about
strong, smooth, tanned feet running with great strides to bring the good word but,
those feet must have been dirty, dusty, and calloused. These elite runners — also called
day runners, were highly trained and could run great distances for long periods of time.
They were critical resources to provide important messages. It was the message that
was so beautiful.

In 537 B.C., the prophecy was fulfilled, and the Jews were able to return to Jerusalem.
They began rebuilding the temple and their city. After a long, painful time of seeing

Jerusalem in ruins, news would finally come of Judah’s redemption when King Cyrus of
Persia allowed the Jews to return home. The prophet could even picture the bearers of
the news running on the Judean mountainsides! Peace and salvation were on the way!

But how was this going to happen? How will all the nations to the end of the earth see
this salvation? We hear the answer in our second reading today from the Gospel of
John, we hear how the Word is coming. John says “In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.
All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.
What has come into being in him was life and the life was the light of all people. The
light shines in the darkness, and darkness did not overcome it".

For me, the first time I read this, I was so confused! If you look at this in the Greek,
the word /ogos, is more than just word, it means reasoning, or account, a speech, a
sermon, communication. John uses it as God’s rational account, how God was thinking.
If we go back to Genesis 1:3: “God said, ‘Let there be light; and there was light”. In
Genesis we hear the words, “God said”, then all the things that came into being
because it was God’s thinking and if we use the word /ogos in that way, we understand
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God’s account, his reasoning and how things came into being. John was of course,
telling us that it was Jesus who would bring light to the nations, and if you read ahead
further in Isaiah, you read of his prophecy of the suffering servant, which describes
Jesus.

I think of the beautiful feet heralding good news, that God sent. The dusty, dirty feet
of the shepherds in the fields that heard the news of the baby born in a stable, the
worn, thorn-scratched feet of John the Baptist spreading the message of salvation and
a messiah who was coming, the tired, dusty feet of Jesus traveling everywhere for
three years to bring the message of God and almost 1,000 years after Isaiah, God used
the aching and often imprisoned feet of Paul to bring the Good News to the Gentiles.
He worked tirelessly to bring the word to “all the nations and all the ends of the earth”
to hear about the peace and salvation of Jesus when he says, “How, then, can they call
on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom
they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? And
how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: *How beautiful are the
feet of those who bring good news!” (Romans 10:14-15).

How about today? Things have been looking grim for almost two years due to Covid.
Darkness — our children not being able to attend school, restaurants and stores closed,
families not being together for holidays, and even our church doors closed. I do not
know how many of you believe in the devil and no, not some guy with horns and a
pitchfork but something that is the complete opposite of God, but I do. With all this
darkness, how could our beautiful feet continue to share the good news of Christ? It
seemed impossible but good did happen because we were forced to turn to technology
in @ way we never thought to do. Not just us, but just about every church in the
country and around the world! First Zoom, then videos on Facebook, and now we
along with many other churches livestream! We now have the Word of God in more
houses than ever before! The good news is everywhere — Your God Reigns!!

Now it is up to us to keep things going, to make sure our beautiful feet continue to
bring the light of Christ to everyone. Just as we did Christmas Eve, passing the candle-
light from one person to the next, so must we pass the light to every person we meet.
We must not ever let darkness win. Yes, we will continue to livestream so those who
are unable to be here can worship, and those who have never been to our church can
see what this warm, loving church is like. Let us not be complacent, let us worship
together side by side so everyone can see us and hear us and know they are welcome
here. Let them see the joy we feel in worship, let them hear our songs of joy.

Just as it says in Isaiah 52:1-2, "Wake up, wake up, O Zion! Clothe yourself with

strength. Put on your beautiful clothes, O holy city of Jerusalem, for unclean and

godless people will enter your gates no longer. 2Rise from the dust, O Jerusalem.
Sit in a place of honor. Remove the chains of slavery from your neck, O captive
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daughter of Zion.” That is what we must do as we celebrate our deliverance. Covid will
never go away but will probably be with us just like the flu, so we must rejoice in the
good news of our deliverance from that very dark time and rejoice in the good news of
Jesus Christ. Let’s keep our feet beautiful as we share the light of Christ with everyone
because Our God Reigns!

Let us pray:

Gracious and loving God, let us never forget that you said, "I will never fail you. I will
never abandon you.” You are our Lord and our strength and through every difficulty
and challenge we face; you are by our side. May the love of Jesus always shine
through us. Amen



