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“Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your 
heart, O daughter Jerusalem! 15 The LORD has taken away the judgments 
against you, he has turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the LORD, 
is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more.16 On that day it shall be said 
to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. 
17 The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will 
rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over 
you with loud singing 18 as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from 
you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. 19 I will deal with all your 
oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I 
will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. 20 At that time 
I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will make you 
renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your 
fortunes before your eyes, says the LORD.” (Zephaniah 3:14-20). 
  
1. The Theme of the Advent Candle 
 The past two Sundays, we’ve celebrated two of the themes of Advent: 
Hope and Peace. Today’s theme is Joy, and next Sunday is Love. As we 
celebrate the first coming of Christ and we wait for Christ’ second coming, we 
ask ourselves, how can we have Hope, Peace, Joy and Love? 
 In our current situation, four themes of Advent seem to be far from us. 
About 100 people were killed in the deadly tornado in Kentucky last Friday. It 
was the most devastating tornado event in state history. Kentucky was not 
the only state that lost people. Storms killed people in Illinois, Tennessee, and 
Missouri. 
 The Omicron variant and rising COVID cases in Massachusetts and the 
US scare us. Our cases in MA have reached the highest in nearly a year.  
  
2. Judgment on the World and Judah 
 Israel during the time of the prophet Zephaniah experienced similarly 
challenging circumstances. Zephaniah 1:3 & 4 says, “I will sweep away 
humans and animals; I will sweep away the birds of the air and the fish 
of the sea. I will make the wicked stumble. I will cut off humanity from 
the face of the earth, says the Lord. I will stretch out my hand against 
Judah, and against all the inhabitants of Jerusalem.” 
 Not only the people but also the animals would see destruction in their 
midst. It seemed that God was angry and upset. 
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What was wrong with Israel? Zephaniah 3:3-4 says, “The officials 
within it are roaring lions; its judges are evening wolves that leave 
nothing until the morning. Its prophets are reckless, its priests have 
profaned what is sacred, they have done violence to the law.” 
 Officials, judges, prophets, and priests were given specific jobs, but 
they were not doing their jobs. These leaders disappointed the Lord. They 
were wicked and corrupt.  

Verses 1 & 2 say, “Woe to the city of oppressors, rebellious and 
defiled!  She obeys no one, she accepts no correction. She does not 
trust in the Lord; she does not draw near to her God.”   

The leaders of Israel oppressed their own people and were rebellious 
against God. They didn’t trust the Lord anymore and acted like rebellious 
children act to their parents.  

Zephaniah warned the people of Judah that judgement would come if 
they did not turn from their sins. If they refused to repent, the entire nation, 
including the beloved city of Jerusalem, would be lost. 
  
3. Israel’s Joy 
      However, this was not the end of the story. Zephaniah 3:14 says, “Sing 
aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your 
heart, O daughter Jerusalem!” The prophet Zephaniah tells the Israelites to 
rejoice and exult with all their heart. What happened to the people of Israel?  
      Verse 15 and the following tells us that there are three reasons for 
Israel to rejoice. First, God will remove his judgment. Second, the Lord will 
disperse Israel’s enemies. Third, God will be in their midst. 

Listen to what verse 17 says, “The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a 
warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will 
renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.”   

One of the reasons to rejoice is because the Lord is in their midst. 
Zephaniah stresses that the Lord will rejoice over his people with gladness. 
God will exult over them with loud singing. 
  
4. Our Joy with Our Grandson 

When you hear of the phrase, “the Lord will rejoice over us” what types 
of images come to mind? Christine and I got a better understanding of this 
after being able to spend time with our grandson. My son and daughter-in-law 
have a strong sense of responsibility for our grandson as parents. However, 
Christine and I spend our days with him joyfully playing with him. I realized 
that this is the same joy that the Lord has for us, and that Zephaniah talks 
about.  
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5. Rejoice 
      In Philippians 4:4, Paul says, “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it 
again: Rejoice.” Isn’t it strange that a man in prison would tell us to always 
rejoice?  

Is Paul being sarcastic? No, Paul really means it. How then can we 
rejoice in the Lord always? Paul is able to do this because Paul knows that 
the Lord rejoices over him. Paul hears God’s songs of joy, even in prison. In 
the same way, our ability to rejoice in the Lord always comes from knowing 
that the Lord rejoices over us.  
  
6. Conclusion 
 When our children were young, I remember not really enjoying raising 
our children. When I reflect on it, Christine and I had a deep sense of 
responsibility in caring for our children.  
 My own grandparents passed away before I was born, so I never had 
the experience of interacting with my grandparents. However, after becoming 
a grandparent myself, I am sure that my grandparents would have had the 
same joy that we experience caring for our grandson. This love is the love 
that God has for each of us. The Lord rejoices over us with his constant and 
unfailing love. God’s love is like the love of our grandparents. 
   
7. Application 
 The title of today’s sermon is “God’s song of Joy.” Let us reflect again 
on what verse 17 says, “The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior 
who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew 
you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.” 

God came into our midst through the birth of Jesus and is with us 
always through the constant presence of the Holy Spirit. John 1:14 says, “The 
word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.” God, creator of the 
universe, became human through Jesus Christ.  

God rejoices over us, and the Lord renews his love for us through 
Christ. We call the news of Jesus “The Good News.” Why do we call it “The 
Good News?” It is because Jesus is the one who brings us hope, peace, joy, 
and love in any circumstances. Christmas is the best time for us to witness to 
our Savior Jesus Christ. May we share the good news of Jesus with others 
and give thanks to the Lord for being in our midst. Amen.  


