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“He entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2 A man was there named
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3 He was trying to
see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he
was short in stature. # So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see
him, because he was going to pass that way. * When Jesus came to the
place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for
| must stay at your house today.” ¢ So he hurried down and was happy to
welcome him. 7 All who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to
be the guest of one who is a sinner.” 8 Zacchaeus stood there and said to
the Lord, “Look, half of my possessions, Lord, | will give to the poor; and if |
have defrauded anyone of anything, | will pay back four times as much.”
¥ Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house,
because he too is a son of Abraham. '° For the Son of Man came to seek
out and to save the lost” (Luke 19:1-10).

1. The First Thanksgiving

Four hundred years ago, the Pilgrims celebrated the first
Thanksgiving in November 1621. The colonists and the Wampanoag tribe
shared the first harvest feast. Why was there a feast? It was because the
native tribes helped the Pilgrims survive by learning how to survive and
raise crops. There were 53 Pilgrims and 90 Wampanoag at the first
Thanksgiving.

The Pilgrims suffered severe losses during their first year in the
colonies. The harsh winter and disease swept through the original group.
Out of the original 102 Pilgrims, only 28 adults survived. For the Pilgrims
the first Thanksgiving was an opportunity to give thanks for surviving in the
new world.

2. Who was Zacchaeus?

Luke 19:1-10 talks about the story of Zacchaeus. From this story we
can learn how to give thanks to the Lord. Luke’s Gospel tells us that
Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector who worked for Rome to collect taxes
among his own people. Zacchaeus was seen as a traitor among the Jews
and many referred to him as a sinner because he was known for extorting
the people for money. He was considered a thief.

Jericho was a prosperous trade city on the road from Perea to
Jerusalem. Because of his reputation, Zacchaeus had many enemies and



very few friends. Although he was rich, he was lonely and wanted to see
Jesus when Jesus came to the city. Zacchaeus was likely moved by Jesus’
reputation for caring for those who were despised by society.

Zacchaeus was a short person. So when he heard Jesus was
passing through Jericho, he looked to climb a sycamore tree to see Jesus.
When Jesus passed Zacchaeus, he said, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come
down, for today | must stay at your house” (verse 5).

Jesus already knew who Zacchaeus was and instructed him to come
down and host Jesus at his house. This would have been a great honor for
Zacchaeus, and more than Zacchaeus could have ever hoped for.
Zacchaeus came down right away and led Jesus and the disciples to his
house.

What did the crowd think of what just happened? They began to
grumble. But Luke tells us that Zacchaeus’ heart was moved and he was
sorry for living the way he had and promised to Jesus that he would give
half of whatever he owns to the poor and repay the people he extorted from
four times.

In verse 9, Jesus says, “Today salvation has come to this
house, because he too is a son of Abraham.” \What does salvation
mean here? Salvation generally refers to the deliverance of the person
from sin or crisis. However, Jesus probably means here that Zacchaeus
found the meaning and purpose of his life.

3. A Son of Abraham

Jesus reminds the crowd that Zacchaeus is also a son of Abraham. In
saying this, Jesus is telling the people that from now on Zacchaeus would
live a life with a sense of God’s purpose.

The term “a son of Abraham” reminds us of Luke chapter 3 where
John the Baptists says, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee
from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.
And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our
father.’ For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up
children for Abraham” (verses 7-8).

In Luke chapter 3, some of the people wanted to be baptized by John
so that they could escape punishment. However, these people were not
repentant of their sins or willing to change the ways they lived. John’s harsh
words are aimed at such people. John was disappointed by the lives of the
Jews. They did not make any difference in the world as God’s people.

The people ask John, “What should we do then?” John says,
“‘Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none,



and anyone who has food should do the same” (verse 11). John says
that if the people want to be called the children of God, they need to share
what they have with those in need.

4. Are We the Followers of Jesus?

As the followers of Jesus, how do we live our lives? Are our lives
different from non-believers?

Acts 2:44 & 45 says, “All the believers were together and had
everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to
anyone who had need.” The passage models the willingness that each of
us as Christians are called to in order to be servants of Christ and God’s
hands and feet in our world.

Acts 11:28 and the following tells us that during the reign of Emperor
Claudius (Ad. 41-54) there was a series of severe famines that struck
various sections of the Roman empire. The Christians at Antioch sent
money to the believers in Judea. In other words, the Gentile Christians at
Antioch assisted the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem. One of the missions
of Barnabas and Paul was to bring the gift to Judea.

5. The Spirituality of Fundraising

Recently | read a book called “The Spirituality of Fundraising”
written by a well-known Catholic priest and writer Henri Nouwen. Henri was
previously a professor at Yale and Harvard Divinity School; however, he
went on to serve in a community for people with mental and physical
disabilities at L’Arche Daybreak community in Ontario, Canada.

In the book, Nouwen writes about fundraising, “Fund-raising is
proclaiming that we offer other people an opportunity to participate
with us in our vision and mission.... Fund-raising is always a call to
conversion. All are called into a new, more spiritual relationship with
their needs and their resources.” Henri encourages people to see
fundraising or supporting others as the opportunity to participate in God'’s
vision and mission.

6. Conclusion

We need to remember that Jesus didn’t ask Zacchaeus to give what
he had to the poor. But when Zacchaeus experienced the love of Jesus, he
wanted to live his life like Jesus. Zacchaeus’ life is a testimony to the
transforming power of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus says, “the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the
lost. Jesus tells the disciples, the people, and us that Jesus didn’'t come to



the world to just give us salvation, but to give us a new life with the sense
of meaning and purpose. Then our lives would be full of joy and happiness.
When we see someone in need, we can’t ignore them, but are called to
serve them just like Jesus has served each one of us.

7. Application

Many of us will celebrate Thanksgiving with our friends and loved
ones. During this holiday season, | hope that we all ask ourselves the
question, “how are we going to give thanks to God?” The Pilgrims gave
thanks to God by sharing what they had with the Native Americans.
Zacchaeus gave thanks to Jesus by giving what he had to those in need.

In our church, we are blessed to have many different mission projects
to serve those both near us and far away. Our church’s mission projects
include: Blessing Box, Backpack Ministry, Habitat for Humanity, Full Plates
Full Hearts, Walk for Hope, WeCanHelp, Golden and Silver for Cash, Café
Winds Rest Home, Prison Ministry, Teen Challenge, Watoto Children, and
Angel Tree.

Last Sunday our Sunday School Children began a mission project
called “Heifer.” | am delighted that we will be celebrating all our mission

projects on January 11, 2022, with Mission Sunday.

| am so grateful that many in our church are very generous with their
time and resources in serving the church and our community. However,
after reading this week’s passage, | wanted to encourage all of us to reflect
on the different opportunities to become even more Christlike in our
stewardship, especially in this season of giving thanks.

| saw in a recent catalog the phrase “The Joy is in the giving.” Like
Zacchaeus, each of us know the joy that comes in serving others. In
serving others, we reflect to others the same love and care that Jesus
shares with each of us as our Savior and the Messiah of the world.

| pray that everyone has a Happy Thanksgiving! May our lives be
filled with the joy we receive from Christ and that we may share our joy with
those who are in need. Amen.



