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“The LORD said to Joshua, “This day I will begin to exalt you in the sight of
all Israel, so that they may know that | will be with you as | was with
Moses. 8 You are the one who shall command the priests who bear the ark
of the covenant, ‘When you come to the edge of the waters of the Jordan,
you shall stand still in the Jordan.”” ® Joshua then said to the Israelites,
“Draw near and hear the words of the LORD your God.” 1% Joshua said, “By
this you shall know that among you is the living God who without fail will
drive out from before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites,
Girgashites, Amorites, and Jebusites: ' the ark of the covenant of the Lord
of all the earth is going to pass before you into the Jordan. 2 So now select
twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe. "® When the soles
of the feet of the priests who bear the ark of the LORD, the Lord of all the
earth, rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan flowing
from above shall be cut off; they shall stand in a single heap.”
4 When the people set out from their tents to cross over the Jordan, the
priests bearing the ark of the covenant were in front of the people. '° Now
the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the time of harvest. So when
those who bore the ark had come to the Jordan, and the feet of the priests
bearing the ark were dipped in the edge of the water, 6 the waters flowing
from above stood still, rising up in a single heap far off at Adam, the city
that is beside Zarethan, while those flowing toward the sea of the Arabah,
the Dead Sea, were wholly cut off. Then the people crossed over opposite
Jericho. ' While all Israel were crossing over on dry ground, the priests
who bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood on dry ground in the
middle of the Jordan, until the entire nation finished crossing over the
Jordan.” (Joshua 3:7-17).

1. Taking Christine for Granted

Many of you may know that my wife is currently visiting our grandson
in California. For the past week, I've been at home, cooking, dish washing,
cleaning, and taking care of the parsonage. Yesterday | spent many hours
raking leaves in the parsonage.

There are many advantages to being at home alone. There is a lot of
freedom. Yet, | also realized that I'm very dependent on Christine, my wife.
My life without Christine would be a very difficult place. | give thanks to God
for giving me such a great partner and helper. But | feel like | have been
taking Christine for granted. | should always be grateful to her.



2. Israel Crosses the Jordan

Joshua Chapter 3 tells us that Israel was getting ready to cross over
the Jordan River. They have been waiting for this day for the past 40 years
to enter the Promised Land. They must be so excited to occupy the land
flowing with milk and honey.

Yet the people were concerned. Moses died and Joshua took over as
the leader of Israel. Would the people follow Joshua into the Promised
Land? Everyone was used to Moses as the leader. Joshua would be
worried about his new role. God said to Joshua, “This day I will begin to
exalt you in the sight of all Israel, so that they may know that I will be
with you as | was with Moses (verse 7). God would show the people that
God would be with Joshua as God was with Moses. God wanted the
people to trust Joshua who would lead them to the Promised Land.

Joshua gathered the people and assured them that the Lord would
drive out the seven peoples before them: the Canaanites, Hittites,
Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites, and Jebusites (verse 10).

Joshua has the priests carry the ark of the covenant towards the
Jordan River. Why did he do that? It is because the ark was the symbol of
God’s presence. Joshua wanted the people to know that God was with
them as they crossed over the Jordan.

Joshua tells the people to take twelve men out of the tribes of Israel,
one for every tribe. Then he says, “When the soles of the feet of the
priests who bear the ark of the Lord, the Lord of all the earth, rest in
the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan flowing from above
shall be cut off; they shall stand in a single heap (verse 13). We will
learn why Joshua wants the people to take twelve men out of the tribes of
Israel.

Joshua says that when the twelve priests stand in the middle of the
River, the Lord will stop the flow of water in the river so that the people will
be able to pass over the Jordan River. When everyone finished crossing
over, the priests followed. The Jordan River begins to flow again as soon
as the priests step onto the new bank. The people saw another miracle.
God led Moses to part the Red Sea. And now God led Joshua to part the
Jordan River. By making the impossible thing possible, God teaches the
Israelites and us that nothing is impossible to the Lord.

3. A Memorial of the Crossing

What did the Israelites do when they crossed over the Jordan River
safely? God told Joshua to have each of the twelve men bring a stone from
the middle of the Jordan River and place them together as a memorial. God



wanted them to remember what God had done for them and be grateful to
the Lord.

Joshua said to the people, “In the future, when your children ask
you, what do these stones mean?, tell them that the flow of the
Jordan was cut off” (4:6). The twelve stones were a reminder of God’s
grace and power. Future generations would remember God’s faithfulness
and that God will always take care of them.

4. St. Paul Always Thanks God

In 1 Thessalonians 1:2-3, Paul says, “We always give thanks to
God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly
remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor
of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.

In 1 Thessalonians, Paul and Timothy tell the earliest Christians in
Thessalonica that they always give thanks to God for their faithfulness to
Christ and love for each other and hope in Jesus despite persecution. St.
Paul teaches us that we need to give thanks in any circumstance.

Did you know that the Greek version of the name of Joshua is
“Jesus”? Jesus is “Joshua” in Hebrew and means “Yahweh saves” or
“Yahweh is salvation.” The name of Jesus reminds us that God always
saves us. What do you think reminds us of God’s salvation? The cross and
the Holy communion remind us of God’s grace and salvation through Jesus
Christ. Whenever we see the cross and have the Holy Communion, we
remember what God had done for us through Jesus Christ.

5. Conclusion

What does the crossing of the Jordan teach us? Without God'’s help,
the Israelites could not escape Egypt or reach the Promised Land. God
made all these things possible. The Israelites remember this miracle each
year by celebrating the Passover. Through the Passover they are reminded
of what God has done for them and give thanks to the Lord. The Passover
gives the opportunity for future generations to learn about how God had
saved his people.

6. Application

November is a special month for us in the United States. Next week,
we’ll celebrate Thanksgiving. What are we thankful to the Lord for this
year? Can we remember what God has done for us? Or are we facing the
Jordan River in front of us? This year, we have all lived through this global
pandemic. Yet, even in these circumstances, | am so grateful that we still



alive and come together for worship. We had a potluck picnic, May Day, a
strawberry festival, weddings, and Christmas Bazaar. We resumed a coffee
hour. We had a baptism of a mother and a daughter and a reception of a
new family. Some family reunited with our church family. Our church
building is repainted. We will have Christmas Cantata on December 19.
God continues to send us new people. Sunday School children love to go
to class, and older children participate in our worship as ushers and
greeters.

Today scripture tells us that we might face an impossible situation like
the crossing of the Jordan River. However, we need to remember that God
goes in front of us and makes the impossible possible. Therefore, as Paul
says, we can always be thankful. Praise the Lord! Amen.



