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As many of you know, I have three children. I love my children and of everything I
have done in my life, they are my three greatest achievements......although I tell them I
am glad I let them live because they gave me amazing grandchildren! I say that
because being a single mom of three teenagers, while working two jobs is just not as
much fun as it sounds. My kids are strong-willed, opinionated and “smart-alecs”. Who
knows where that came from?

When Ted first joined our family, he sat at the supper table and said it was like
watching a tennis match — shots flying left and right, he didn’t know which way to turn.
The kids were always trying to outsmart each other, and they were quick with their
comments and retorts.

Two things my kids would do to drive me crazy: the first was to argue, be angry with
each other and name-call. I would remind them (loudly) that they were family and they
were to love each other (which sometimes caused severe eye-rolling) and be there for
each other. They must always have each other’s back. The second thing they would
do, was to say, "I am mom’s favorite — mom loves me best”. To this day, when I
receive cards, the return e-mail address reads, “Your Favorites”. Apparently, it is great
fun to torment your mother.

I wonder if God feels that way sometimes. We are all His children and He loves us all,

but we argue with each other, tear each other apart verbally because we think WE are

the best and we are right — what are we right about? Everything! It is so easy to look
at others and criticize them and be sure they are not like “us”.

In the gospel of Mark today, Jesus knows what the disciples were arguing about, still he
asks them, but they did not want to say. Most likely they were embarrassed because it
was about who was the greatest. Jesus tells them, "“Whoever want to be first must be
last of all and servant of all”. Although the disciples still do not get it, Jesus is letting
them know they are looking at this the wrong way. They can't be firstin the way most
people think, they must be 7irstin how Jesus wants them to be and that is by putting
others before themselves and serving them. The reason he takes the child in his arms
is because children might have been low on the totem pole of social status but they
were important to Jesus and whoever welcomed even a child welcomed him, but not
only him but God, the Father who sent him.

Then John tells Jesus that they saw someone casting out demons in Jesus’ name. I am
not sure if John wanted to change the subject or it was because the disciples had
actually tried to cast the demons out of the boy but were unable to do so. In fact,
Jesus had to do it, but John tells they tried to stop this guy “because he was not
following us”. Us? Didn't he mean following Jesus? Can't you get the implication
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there? Yes, this fellow was successfully casting out demons in the name of Jesus, but
he’s not one of us— he is them. Jesus warns them not interfere because if he is doing
good deeds in Jesus’ name, the man will not speak evil of Him. “Whoever is not against
us is for us”. They should not stand in the way of someone who has faith in Him, in
other words, there is no us and them.

Has it always been that way? Sixty years after Christ died, we hear the letter to the
Ephesians, the church in Ephesus. There had been many problems between the Jews
and Gentiles who were followers of Christ. This letter is mean to strengthen the church
and remind the Gentiles that even though there had been no hope of salvation for
them, “But now in Christ Jesus you who were once far off have been brought near by
the blood of Christ. For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one
and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us”. This is to
emphasize that the Gentiles did not have to follow the old rules of circumcision and
dietary laws, etc. that were part of the Jewish faith to become Christians. Jesus had
eliminated that need and, “In him the whole structure is joined together and grows into
a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling
place for God”. The dividing wall? Us and them again, after 60+ years?

How about after 2,000 years? How united are we Christians? In Tamara Chamberlain’s
blog in Christian Living, she notes as a kid, she always felt a sense of camaraderie when
they encountered another Christian because she knew their principle, morals and ethics
were similar but today our culture is so angry. “It's no longer about the blood of Jesus
binding us together, but about what your stance is on today’s critical issues”. Tamara
says both sides are yelling at each other, “Do your research” and “Don't be blind".

What has happened, why aren’t we listening to each other and why are we so hateful
and why are so sure we are right, only our opinion matters. These issues are tied to
politics and the way we act as Christians is often deplorable. Is it the technology? The
non “face to face” that makes it so easy to scream and judge others? I believe it does,
but I believe it is getting worse and worse.

In his book, Christians in the Age of Outrage. How to Bring Our Best When the World Is
at Its Worst, Ed Stetzer makes note that these attacks make Christians look like
hypocrites. Stetzer says, “Even as we recognize that the public’s perception of our faith
has soured in part because of nominal Christianity, we need to avoid making a mistake
of our own: condemning any fellow believer who takes a position that doesn’t match up
with ours. There is a temptation among Christians to point at every example of outrage
caused or facilitated by professing Christians and proclaim that “they’re not really
Christians!” Whenever we see a professing Christian politician cast a questionable vote
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or when we read an offensive blog post from a pastor, we can be tempted to simply
retort that the person is not truly a believer. True Christians would never vote that way,
think those thoughts, or behave in that fashion. Within this framework, we are able to
dismiss every poorly behaving social media user with “Christ follower” in their profile.
They are simply not one of us. If they were actually one of us, they wouldn’t be that
outraged, dismissive, ignorant, or unloving”.

I believe Stetzer is correct and you don’t have to look hard to find this. We see these
cultural issues tearing churches apart: Abortion, vaccinations, (CRT) Critical Race
Theory, illegal immigration, masks, homosexuality, and racism. How many times in
these arguments do people claim they are right because of God or the Bible — on BOTH
sides of the argument? Too many times but this is not new.

In 1845, the Methodist Episcopal Church split over slavery and the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South was born. In 1909, we were the Methodist Episcopal Church of
Sagamore, then in 1939 the North and South churches were reunited but in 1968 a
merger of the Evangelical United Brethren and the Methodist Church created the United
Methodist Church. In fact, in addition to the UMC, there are 40 other denominations
that have descended from John Wesley’s movement. Why can’t we Christians realize
what unites us is so much greater than what divides us? When people use the Bible to
back up their point, maybe what they should quote is James 1: 19-20 “You must
understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to
anger; for your anger does not produce God'’s righteousness”.

This bitterness and anger can destroy our churches and is certainly destroying our
country. How can Christians stand in church and sing, “They’ll Know We Are Christians
By Our Love™? Think of those lyrics:

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord; And we pray that all unity will one day
be restored.

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand;

And together we'll spread the news that God is in our land

We will work with each other, we will work side by side;

And we'll guard each man's dignity and save each man's pride.

All praise to the Father, from whom all things come;

And all praise to Christ Jesus, His only Son.

And all praise to the Spirit who makes us one.

Chorus: And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love,

yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love.

So how do we keep division and anger from happening to us? We pray together, we
break bread together, we listen to each other, we talk to, not at, each other, we work
together and we show our love for each other. This brings that sense of family and
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loyalty to each other. In 1 Corinthians 12, Paul talks compares the church to a body
which has many parts, and each of the parts has a specific ability. They are separate
parts but together they are one body. This is so simple and so true. He is talking
about our gifts, even if we are not sure we have them, we do, and we should use them.
We should use these various gifts and talents to work together to make our church a
strong and talented body so that the common goal of sharing the Gospel and helping
others. Just as I said to my kids, we are family and we must be there for each other.
The world is trying to divide us — who needs those hypocritical Christians anyway?

Listen to someone’s speech — the original speech as they are presenting it. Then watch
and read about it on the liberal media and then on the conservative media. Is it really
the same speech? It gets cut or misinterpreted, etc. Then read about it on Facebook
or Twitter and you will wonder about your own memory because everything gets so
twisted. Why? Money and power. Don't let other people tell you how to think but
draw your own conclusions. It's okay if we do not all think the same. We don't all like
the same food, or books, or cars, or clothes or anything! God made us individuals with
different gifts. Let’s use them for good. Most of you have seen me stand up here and
look like the Uncle Sam poster — Your church needs YOU! We do, we need you not only
to support the church and our missions financially but we need you to volunteer a bit of
your time. Lend a hand, join a committee, serve in some way. I say this because it is
not just about the church needs but your need to share your gift and yourself.

We had a wonderful Administrative Council meeting on Wednesday evening. We got
together, had pizza and salad as we discussed all the goings-on of our church and how
we should move forward. It was a meeting but it was so much more than that. It was
fellowship, laughter and just like a big family sitting around the table and figuring out
things together — it was brainstorming! I couldn’t help but think, why don't others want
to join in more. It's so much fun and we had some good ideas but after the meeting, I
received e-mails from a couple of people who had some more great ideas! Gifts — we
share our gifts and this strengthens our church family. I pray more of you will think
about that.

Things will come at us to divide us, but if we remain one in Jesus, “So that there should
be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other.

If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices

with it. Now you are the body of Christ and each one of you is a part of it”, 1Co- 2526

As for the things that we see differently, we need to remember that we don't all like the
same food, clothing, cars, etc., but we are all brothers and sisters in Christ. Let's
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remember the big goal, just how important each and every one of us is to the health,
the life and the unity of the church. Amen!



