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“Then Job answered: : “Today also my complaint is bitter; his hand is heavy
despite my groaning. :Oh, that | knew where | might find him, that | might
come even to his dwelling! < would lay my case before him, and fill my
mouth with arguments. s| would learn what he would answer me, and
understand what he would say to me. < Would he contend with me in the
greatness of his power? No; but he would give heed to me.  There an
upright person could reason with him, and | should be acquitted forever by
my judge. ¢“If | go forward, he is not there; or backward, | cannot perceive
him; son the left he hides, and | cannot behold him; | turn to the right, but |
cannot see him. ©God has made my heart faint; the Almighty has terrified
me; If only | could vanish in darkness, and thick darkness would cover my
face!” (Job 23:1-9 & 16-17).

1. Our Favorite Scripture

What is your favorite Bible passage? Many of us like John 3:16 or
Psalm 23:1. Do any of you like 3 John 1:27? It says, “Dear friend, | pray
that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well with you,
even as your soul is getting along well.” The writer of 3 John sends best
wishes to Gaius, his Christian friend. He wishes for his friend’s physical and
spiritual well-being.

Most people, including Christians want to be healthy, prosperous,
successful, and live a long wonderful life. | am sure that you have
experienced wonderful times throughout your lives. Have you ever
experienced tough times? No one always experiences good times.
Sometimes we experience tough times.

2. Job’s Good Times and Tough Times

Job in the Bible experienced wonderful times and tough times
throughout his life. He had probably more hard times than we have. Who
was Job? He was a wealthy and righteous man in the land of Uz. He had
ten children, many servants, and thousands of livestock.

One day, God and Satan are talking about Job. God praises Job.
Satan says it is only because God blesses Job and his family. To test job
God removes Job’s protection and gives permission to Satan to take Job’s
children, wealth, and health except for taking his life. After that all ten of
Job’s children are killed when a wind collapses the house. Job’s oxen and
servants are killed by the Sabeans. Job is afflicted by sores all across his



body. Job has three close friends. During this time, they come to comfort
him. But when they see him, they find that Job’s suffering is beyond their
imagination. They sit on the ground with Job for a week without saying a
word. They ask themselves why Job is suffering. They believe that God
prospers the innocent and punishes the guilty. They try to convince Job
that he has done something terrible and should repent. Job refuses to
acknowledge that his suffering is the result of a sin. He believes that he is
innocent.

3. Job Wants to Appeal to God

In Job Chapter 22, one of Job’s friends, Eliphaz, tries to persuade
Job to repent of his sin. Job is tired of arguing with his friends. He believes
that if he presents his case to the Lord, he will be vindicated by God.

Job says, “Oh, that | knew where | might find him, that | might
come even to his dwelling! <l would lay my case before him, and fill
my mouth with arguments” (verses 3 & 4). Job wants to convince God of
his innocence, but Job doesn’t know where to find God. Job is confident
that he can reason with the Lord and the Lord will exonerate him.

Job says, “If I go forward, he is not there; or backward, | cannot
perceive him; on the left he hides, and | cannot behold him; I turn to
the right, but | cannot see him” (verses 8 & 9). Job looks in every
direction but can’t find the Lord. He becomes frustrated.

In verse 10 and the following, Job says that he will survive testing like
gold and the Lord knows the paths that Job has taken in the past. Job
believes that God knows of his innocence and his faithfulness. Yet he
doesn’t know where God is. Have you ever felt that you couldn’t find God,
or that God seemed to be silent in your moment of need? All of us have
probably experienced this kind of tough time in our lives. In those moments,
we can feel alone and are not sure if everything will work out.

4. A Young Pastor’s Passing

A month ago, a young Korean pastor serving Warsaw United
Methodist Church in Warsaw, Virginia passed away. He was 38 years old
and is left by his wife Chelsea and their four sons. He passed in his sleep
on a Sunday night. We can imagine how awfully sad his family and the
congregation were. They might ask God why the young pastor passed
away untimely.

Rabbi Harold Kushner proposes in his book, When bad things
happen to good people. He says, “the bad things that happen to us in our
lives do not have a meaning when they happen to us... But we can redeem



these tragedies from senselessness by imposing meaning on them.” A
better question would be “Now that this has happened to me, what am |
going to do about it?”

We may never know the reasons why bad things happen in our lives.
But the Bible tells us that God isn’t far away from us. Psalm 139 says,
“‘Where can | go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from your
presence? :If | ascend to heaven, you are there; if | make my bed in
Sheol, you are there” (verses 7 & 8). God knows what is happening to us
all the time. God cares for us always and the Lord is always near to us.

5. When God is Silent

What can we do when we may feel that God is silent? The Bible tells
us that three things may be happening. First, God may be waiting on God'’s
timing. In the case of the Israelites, the four hundred years before the birth
of Jesus were called “the 400 Silent Years.” During this time there were no
prophets and God revealed nothing new to the people of Israel. God may
have seemed silent, but we know that God was waiting on the timing of the
Messiah to be sent to the earth.

Second, God may be teaching us something that we can’t understand
in the process. When Jesus was crucified, Jesus prayed, “my God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46) God didn’t answer
Jesus’ prayer on the cross. Why do you think that God did not answer
Jesus’ prayer? It is because God had a bigger plan to save every person
through the death of Jesus. We may not always understand why God
seems to be silent. His silence doesn’t mean that God does not listen to us.
The Bible tells us that God’s presence is constant and he is faithful to lead
us to his plans.

Third, God may want us to wait. Christians, including the disciples
have been waiting for the return of Jesus. How long? Christians have been
waiting for the return of Jesus for about 2,000 years. In Revelation 22:20,
Jesus even promises us, “Yes, | am coming soon.” John says, “Amen.
Come, Lord Jesus.” Jesus says he is coming soon. When do we think that
Jesus will return? Nobody knows when Jesus will return. We just need to
wait. That is all what the Lord wants us to do. What do we learn when we
feel that we are in tough times and that God seems to be silent?

6. Riding a Roller Coaster

Many years ago, | served as a youth pastor and my youth group
wanted to go to Six Flags Theme Park. Six Flags is an amusement park
with rides and roller coasters for children and their parents. | wasn’t



necessarily excited to ride the roller coasters, but | decided to join the
group. | had a good time at the amusement park. What makes roller
coaster rides fun? It is the highs and the lows of the experience. After the
roller coaster ride, | began to believe that there are highs and lows in our
lives so that we can have fun.

7. Conclusion

Job’s life was like riding a roller coaster. Job experienced both highs
and lows. His friends falsely accused him of doing something wrong. He
was upset and wanted to present his case to the Lord, but couldn’t find the
Lord.

According to chapter 42, when Job finally meets God, he repents not
for committing sins, but for questioning God’s complete control over all
things and God’s commitment and caring and loving His people. Job
learned to trust the Lord, even in circumstances where he couldn’t
understand what was happening. If we have no good times and hard times,
our lives may be boring.

8. Application

The lows of a roller coaster and in life can be scary. Yet we all know
that the highs and lows are a part of everyone’s life. Many people feel that
we are at a low in the global pandemic. What do we do in a tough time like
this?

Philippians 4:6-7 says, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in
every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present
your requests to God. 'And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.”

Paul wrote this letter at a low point in his life. Paul was in prison. He
exhorted the Philippians to pray instead of being anxious. When Paul let
the Lord take care of his trouble, his heart and mind was filled with God'’s
never-ending peace. When we present our concerns to the Lord and give
thanks for God’s unending care for each of us, the Lord will continue to
walk with us filling our hearts with peace. Amen.



