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“People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch
them; and the disciples spoke sternly to them. ' But when Jesus saw this,
he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little children come to me; do
not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.
5 Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little
child will never enter it.” 1® And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands
on them, and blessed them.” (Mark 10:13-16).

1. Women and Children were not Counted

In the Bible, children and women were not counted when counting
people. Typically, only men over 20 years old and older were counted.

An example is found in Exodus. When the Israelites journeyed from
Egypt to the Promised Land, Exodus 12 says, “there were about six
hundred thousand men on foot, besides women and children’ (Exodus
12:37).

In the New Testament, when Jesus fed people with the five loaves
and two fish, “the number of those who ate was about five thousand
men, besides women and children” (Matthew 14:21). In both the Old and
New Testaments, women and children were not counted among the
people.

Why do you think this is? It is because women and children were
often considered second-class citizens. They were considered lower parts
of society and often faced discrimination.

2. Jesus Welcomes Children

This tradition continued during the time of Jesus. By tradition,
mothers would bring children to a rabbi for a blessing. When the people
realized that Jesus was from God, parents often would bring their children
to Jesus to be blessed.

Verse 13 says that the disciples rebuked the parents. The disciples
didn’t want the children to bother Jesus and mess up his busy schedule.
The disciples forgot however, what Jesus said in the prior chapter.

Jesus says, “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name
welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the
one who sent me (Mark 9:37). The disciples did not catch Jesus’
compassion and affection for children. Jesus taught the disciples to



welcome the children. He reminded them that welcoming children is akin to
welcoming Jesus and God who sent him.

This is why Jesus said to the disciples, “Let the little children come
to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of
God belongs” (verse 14). We notice that Jesus does not say anything
about qualifications to be part of the kingdom. The kingdom of God belongs
to little children. Jesus tells the disciples to welcome the children for the
little children have a place in the kingdom of God. Jesus does not say any
requirements such as a covenant, circumcision, or baptism to belong to the
kingdom of God.

3. The Kingdom of God and Children

Jesus also says, “Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the
kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it (verse 15).” How old
is “a little child”? According to the Greek dictionary, “a little child” could
mean an infant. There is nothing a little child must do to enter the kingdom
of God. Entering the kingdom of God is nothing to do with who the infant is.
Babies’ entering the kingdom of God is dependent on God’s grace. Being a
part of the kingdom of God is God’s gift. In other words, by the grace of
God, little ones are in God’s kingdom.

We also must come the way children come to God’s kingdom. That
means we enter the kingdom of God by sovereign grace. Just like a baby
we have nothing to offer to enter God’s kingdom. Although nothing is
required to enter the kingdom, we are responsible to actively enter.

How can infants and children enter the kingdom of God? Their
parents bring them to Jesus. As the parents bring their babies and children
to Jesus, we need to help children come to Christ. When they come to
Jesus, what happens to them? They learn who Jesus is and get excited
about what God is doing in the world. Then their trust grows day by day.

4. Childlike Trust

One of characteristics of children is a trusting nature. They trust
parents, teachers, and adults around them. We often use the term “childlike
trust” to express this kind of trusting nature of children.

The Bible tells us that this trusting nature is the model for each of us
as children of God. A good example of trust can be found in Abram in
Genesis. One day God tells Abram, “Go from your country and your
kindred and your father’s house to the land that | will show
you.” Abram was 75 years old when he began his journey with the Lord.



His destination was unknown. When God asked Abram to leave his
hometown, he didn’t hesitate. Abram had a childlike trust.

When we lived in New Haven, CT., our two boys slept in bunk beds.
Our younger boy, Andy, loved to jump down from the upper bed. He
believed that | would catch him when he jumped. He trusted his father.

5. We are Children of God

When we talk about children, we might think of young children
running around. However, God sees all of us as his children. Each of us
are brothers and sisters in Christ. Yet, in society, children and those of
lower social stature are often discriminated against and looked down upon.
However, God not only welcomes everyone as his children but also God is
happy when we treat others as brothers and sisters and God’s children.

The first Sunday of October is World Communion Sunday. On this
day, we celebrate our oneness in Christ with our brothers and sisters in
Christ all around the world. This is why we read scriptures in different
languages this morning.

Unfortunately throughout time people have built walls around their
hearts to close themselves off from other people. Yet Ephesians 2 reminds
us, “For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into
one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility
between us” (2:14).

In Galatians 3, St. Paul also says, “There is no longer Jew or
Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and
female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus” (3:28). Jesus has brought
each of us around the world as one body in Christ. If one part of the body
suffers, the whole body suffers. When one body of Christ rejoices, the
whole body rejoices, for through Christ, we have become one family in the
Kingdom of God.

6. Conclusion

In general, children don’t build walls to distance themselves from
others. They reach out to befriend those around them, regardless of any
differences.

When we lived in New Haven, CT, our younger son, Andrew’s close
friend was a black boy. His friend was the only black in his school. I still do
not know why Andy liked him so much. But they played and spent time
together quite often. | learned from Andy that children do not care about the
skin color of their friends. They treated each other without any prejudice.



Verse 16 says, when the children come to Jesus, “He took them up
in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them (verse 16).”
Jesus’ loving action shows us that Jesus gives his blessing to anyone who
comes to him in trust. God’s kingdom is not only for small children, but also
for all of God’s children including those who are not welcome in society.

7. Application

Do you know that about 65,000 Afghan evacuees will settle in the
U.S7? 900 of them are coming to Massachusetts. Rhode Island and New
Hampshire will get 150 and 100. Are we ready to welcome them?

We say that Methodists’ mission is to make disciples for the
transformation of the world. To make disciples we have to go. But we do
not have to go to Afghanistan to make them disciples of Jesus. Afghans are
coming to the U.S. They become our neighbor. It would be easier for us to
help them experience the love of Jesus. We pray that all of them are
welcome in the U.S. and learn that they are God'’s children.

Today’s scripture tells us that Jesus loves children, women, the lowly,
the discriminated, the minority, and the strangers. These people may look
very different from us. But they are part of the kingdom of God.

Jesus encourages us to welcome God'’s children and to show the
same love and care that Jesus shows to each of us regardless of any
differences.

In doing so, others would experience Jesus’ love and blessing, and
that God may rejoice in our lives as humble servants of Christ in the
world. Amen.



