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“l am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2 He removes every
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to
make it bear more fruit. * You have already been cleansed by the word that
| have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me as | abide in you. Just as the branch
cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you
unless you abide in me. ° | am the vine, you are the branches. Those who
abide in me and | in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can
do nothing. ¢ Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch
and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and
burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever
you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that
you bear much fruit and become disciples.” (John 15:1-8).

1. Jesus’ “| Am” Statements

For the past six weeks we reflected on Jesus’ six “| Am” statements.
| hope you still remember these statements. First, “I am the bread of life.”
Second, “| am the light of the world.” Third, “I am the gate for the sheep.”
Fourth, “I am the good shepherd.” Fifth, “I am the resurrection and the life.”
Sixth, “| am the way, the truth, and the life.” Today, we will reflect on
seventh statement: “| am the true vine.”

Why did Jesus say these seven statements? It is because Jesus
wanted the disciple to know who Jesus was and to prepare them for the
coming events, his crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension. | am sure
Jesus’ 7" statement will help us to know who Jesus is and how to prepare
for the future.

2. The Vine and the Vineyard in the Old Testament

Why do you think Jesus says that he is the true vine? Over and over
again in the Old Testament, Israel is pictured as a degenerate vine or a
vineyard of God.

Isaiah 5:1-2 says, “Let me sing for my loved one a love song for
his vineyard. My loved one had a vineyard on a fertile hillside.? He dug
it, cleared away its stones, planted it with excellent vines, built a
tower inside it, and dug out a wine vat in it. He expected it to grow
good grapes - but it grew rotten grapes.”

My loved one is God. The vineyard refers to Israel. God as the
gardener of the vineyard expected the vine to bear fruit, but it produced



wild or bad grapes. God did everything that he could for Israel. Yet they did
neither follow God’s commandment nor stay connected to the Lord.
Because of their disobedience, Israel was destroyed by Assyria and
Babylon. Against this negative image of the vine Jesus uses the figure, the
vine as his identity.

3.1 am the True Vine

In John 15:1, Jesus says, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the
gardener. 2 He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every
branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit.”

Jesus is the vine, and God is the gardener who cares for the
branches to make them fruitful. If the branches are not productive, the
gardener will remove unfruitful branches from the vine.

In this statement, Jesus reminds the disciples and us that the
purpose of a vineyard is to produce fruit. Likewise, the Lord Jesus would
expect us to bear much fruit.

4. Bearing Fruit

How can we bear fruit? In verse 4, Jesus says, “Abide in me as |
abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it
abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me.” Jesus
says that his followers need to abide in him to bear fruit. What does Jesus
mean by bearing fruit?

Some say that Jesus means the fruit of the Holy Spirit. St. Paul says,
the fruit of the Holy Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Galatians 5:22). In
John 15:9, Jesus says, “the Father has loved me, so | have loved you;
abide in my love. So love and other fruit of the Holy Spirit would be the
fruit that Jesus means.

However, in John 14:13, Jesus says, “Very truly I tell you, whoever
believes in me will do the works | have been doing, and they will do
even greater things than these, because | am going to the Father.

Jesus is not saying that the disciples would do more amazing
miracles than he did like raising Lazarus. Rather, the disciples would carry
the gospel of God’s kingdom out of Palestine and into the whole world
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, it is more likely that bearing
fruit would mean to introduce the people to Christ and make them the
disciples of Jesus Christ.

5. What can We do to Abide in Jesus?



What can we do to abide in Jesus? According to Luke’s Gospel,
throughout Jesus’ ministry, Jesus prayed quite often. Luke 3:21-22 says,
“‘When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too.
And as he was praying, heaven was opened %2 and the Holy Spirit
descended on him in bodily form like a dove.” \When Jesus was
baptized by John, he prayed and continued to spend time with the Lord in
prayer.

John Wesley used the term “the means of grace.” The means of
grace are ways that we can stay connected to the Lord. The means of
grace are the public worship, studying the scriptures, Holy Communion,
prayer, and fasting. God works invisibly in us, strengthening, and
confirming faith so that God’s grace pervades in and through us.

Wesley also encouraged the Methodists to do works of mercy such
as visiting the sick and those in prison, feeding the hungry, and giving
generously to the needs of others.

Recently | learned that Jews recite a prayer called “| give thanks.”
When they wake up in the morning while still in bed, they pray, “I offer
thanks to you, living and eternal king, for you have mercifully restored my
soul within me; your faithfulness is great.” Then they wash their hands
before they do anything else and say the blessing: “Blessed are you, Lord
our God, King of the universe, who has sanctified us with His
commandments, and commanded us concerning the washing of the
hands.” This is the way that Jews stay connected to the Lord every day.

6. Empowerment

What will it happen when we abide in Jesus? In verse 7, Jesus says,
if we abide in Jesus, “ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for
you.” Jesus tells us that when we abide in Christ, Jesus will help us to
accomplish everything that God wants us to do.

Last week General Board of Global Ministries of the United Methodist
Church offered a webinar on global mission in the evening for four days.
The most moving witness was from a Korean missionary in Tanzania.
Young Seon Christina Kim focuses on the next generation ministries of the
church in Tanzania, based in Dar es Salaam. She recruited and equipped
young leadership for ministry and mission in a country. Her vison is to
make young people disciples of Jesus Christ.

She had a vision of Secondary School in the summer of 2016 and
raised $400,000 to build the first phase of the school building project. Last
year first building construction was completed. The school was open in
January 2021. She says that she abides in Jesus in prayer everyday and



experiences much fruit in Tanzania. She gives full credit to the Lord for her
accomplishments. | would like to support her disciple-making ministry.

7. Joy in abiding in Jesus

What will we experience when we abide in Jesus? John 15:11 says,
‘I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy
will be complete.” When we stay connected to the Lord, we would
experience joy. This joy does not come from our circumstances. True joy
comes from a consistent relationship with Jesus Christ.

St. Paul experiences this joy. He says in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18,
“Rejoice always, " pray continually, '8 give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”

As you may know, whenever Christine and | spend time with our
grandson Caleb on FaceTime, we have great joy. Don’'t we want to have
such great joy when we spend time with Jesus in prayer as well as in
ministry?

8. Conclusion

Verse 8 tells us that when we bear much fruit in our lives, God will be
glorified, and we will become disciples of Christ. We only live our lives once
for a very short time. In the end, it’s not the years that count. It’s the fruitful
lives that count.

Some make a big difference in the world. Some make no difference
at all. Some bring so many people to Christ Jesus and make them disciples
of Jesus Christ. They bear much fruit throughout their lives. Jesus says that
we can do it if we remain in him.

9. Application

| am sure you saw this painting before. English artist William Holman
Hunt painted this illustrating Revelation 3:20, “Listen! | am standing at
the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the door, I will
come in to you and eat with you, and you with me.

If we open the door, he will come and stay with us. Then we will bear
much fruit because Jesus is the true vine. Amen.



