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“When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb
four days. '® Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away,
9 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about
their brother. 2° When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and
met him, while Mary stayed at home. ?' Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you
had been here, my brother would not have died. ?2 But even now | know that
God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 2 Jesus said to her, “Your brother
will rise again.” * Martha said to him, “| know that he will rise again in the
resurrection on the last day.” ?° Jesus said to her, “l am the resurrection and
the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe
this?” ?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, | believe that you are the Messiah, the
Son of God, the one coming into the world” (John 11:17-27).

1. The Saddest Moment

When was the saddest moment in your life? When | was five or six, my
school had an annual sports festival. | wanted to go and watch the festival,
but my parents didn’t have time to go to school with me. They were farmers
and worked every day in the fields or the garden.

An old woman in my neighborhood that | called “grandma” said she
would go with me. She prepared my lunch and we walked together to the
school festival. In the afternoon when | got home, | shared with my mom how
much fun it was to go to the festival.

Early the next day, | woke up to crying in the neighborhood. My mother
told me that the old woman who went to the festival with me had passed
away from a heart attack. | was shocked. | began to ask questions about life
and death. | asked myself, “will | die?” and “what will happen to me after |
die?” “If | die, will | see her again?” A five- or six-year-old boy tried to find out
the answer to one of the most serious questions about life.

Today’s passage covers the 5th “| am” statement from Jesus, “I am the
resurrection and the life” This statement tells us about who Jesus is and
what happens to us both in life and in death.

2. Mary, Martha, and Lazarus

Chapter 11 of John’s Gospel talks about the death and the raising of
Lazarus. Lazarus and his two sisters, Mary and Martha, lived in Bethany near
Jerusalem. Mary was the one who anointed Jesus and wiped his feet with her



hair. The family was very close with Jesus and Lazarus was one of Jesus’
closest friends.

One day, Lazarus became sick. His sisters sent word to Jesus.
Although Jesus was about 2 miles from Lazarus, Jesus did not return to
Bethany and instead waited two more days in Jerusalem.

Lazarus died and his sisters were very sad. A few days later, Jesus told
his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea” (verse 7). The disciples said to
Jesus, “a short while ago the Jews tried to stone you, and yet you are
going back there?” (verse 8)

Jesus faced hostility, but nevertheless decided to go to see Lazarus.
Jesus said, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep: but | am going there to
wake him up” (verse 11). By this, Jesus means that Lazarus was dead, and
Jesus planned to raise Lazarus from the dead.

Lazarus had been in his tomb for four days when Jesus arrived at
Bethany. At the time, Jews believed that the soul remained near the body for
three days after death, in the hope that the deceased might come back to life.
Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days and all hope was lost. Lazarus’
body would have been in a state of decay.

Martha was waiting for Jesus outside of Bethany when Jesus arrived at
the town. She said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother wouldn’t have
died’ (v. 21). Martha asks why Jesus didn’t come sooner. Martha also says.
But even now | know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.”
Jesus says to Martha, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha replies, “he will
rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Martha believes that her
brother will rise again in the last days.

3. The Resurrection in the Old Testament

Where did Martha get her understanding of the resurrection of her
brother? The source is found in Job 19:25-27. “For I know that my
Redeemer lives, and that at the last he will stand upon the earth; zand
after my skin has been thus destroyed, then in my flesh | shall see God,
zwhom | shall see on my side.”

Job at the time knew that God was against him. He believed though that
God was still his redeemer and could vindicate his innocence. Job thought
that God was his defender, protector, and vindicator, even after death. Job
believed that he would continue to exist even after death.

At the time of Job, Israel didn’t have a well-developed doctrine on the
resurrection. Yet Martha believed many years later that similar to Job, God
would redeem her brother Lazarus and raise him up some time in the future.
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But Jesus says, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who
believe in me, even though they die, will live, xand everyone who lives
and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” (verse 26)

What does Jesus mean when he says that “I am the resurrection and the
life?” Jesus continues to say, “he who believes in me will live, even
though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.”

Today, we see living and dying as opposites. Death is the end of living.
However, Jesus tells us that even when our earthly lives end, our lives
continue on. If we believe in Jesus, we will never die, even after our earthly
death.

What then is the meaning of our physical death? St. Paul says in 1
Corinthians 15:51-52, “Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep,
but we will all be changed - =in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised
imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable must clothe
itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality (NIV).

For Paul, physical death is only a sleep for the body until the day of the
resurrection. Paul tells us that the dead in Christ will be raised, and the living
will be instantaneously transformed when Jesus returns to the earth. Paul
tells us that our resurrected bodies will be immortal and imperishable. He
says that our resurrected bodies will be completely different from the physical
bodies that we live in today.

5. The Raising of Lazarus

After Jesus tells Martha, “I am the resurrection and the life,” he then
goes to the tomb of Lazarus and orders the large stone blocking the entrance
to be removed. Jesus looks to heaven and prays. Then Jesus cried with a
loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” «The dead man came out, his hands
and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth.
Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

In raising Lazarus from the dead, Jesus demonstrates to the people that
he is the Messiah sent by God. Jesus is the source of the resurrection and
eternal life. We see in Lazarus returning from the dead that Jesus is the
guarantor of our own resurrection from the dead. With Jesus, we have both
the resurrection from the dead and an eternal life as a believer in Christ.
Without Jesus, we have neither.

6. Conclusion

One of the most crucial commandments for the Jews is keeping the
sabbath. This is why many Jews continue to observe the sabbath to this day.
Many Christians, however, worship the Lord on Sunday instead of Saturday.
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Do you know why Christians worship on Sunday? We worship the Lord on
Sunday as a way to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus each week. The
reason that you and | can be Christians and come together on Sunday is
because of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. Jesus’ resurrection gives us
forgiveness of our sins, an eternal life, and an everlasting relationship with
God.

Lazarus was raised from the dead before the resurrection of Jesus. By
raising Lazarus from the dead, Jesus shows his power over even earthly
death. Jesus shows you and me that he is the promised Messiah and that he
will raise us from the dead and give us eternal life through his own death and
resurrection.

7. Application

This Saturday will be the 20" anniversary of 9/11. Many people say that
“‘we shall never forget.” What shall we never forget, the terrorist attacks, the
2,977 victims, courage of first responders, or something else? We should not
only forget the victims and terrorist attacks but also the 412 first responders of
9/11. They shouted “run for your life” to the people in the towers. Of course,
they knew they would die while saving lives in the buildings. But many of
them would believe that death is not the end of life. As we remember 9/11, we
also need to remember that death is not the end of life.

Among the seven “l am” statements, “I am the resurrection and the
life” is probably the most crucial statement. Yet believing the raising Lazarus
and the resurrection of Jesus are not easy to believe. But we need to
remember that without the raising of Lazarus and the resurrection of Jesus,
there would be no Christianity today.

Paul says in 1 Corinthians, “if the dead are noft raised, then Christ
has not been raised. If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and
you are still in your sins. (15:16-17).

The resurrection of Jesus is the cornerstone of the Christian faith. The
resurrection of Jesus confirms that Jesus has unique authority from any other
person to say, “I am the resurrection and the life.” Because Jesus rose
again and defeated death, we too are now able to be raised again from our
eventual physical death. How then does the resurrection impact our lives? St.
Paul says, “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer | who live,
but it is Christ who lives in me” (Galatians 2:19-20). Paul’s transformed
perspective on his life made him say, “I do not care what happens to me,
as long as I finish the work that the Lord Jesus gave me to do” (Acts
20:24). Paul tells us that each of us can live our lives without the fear and
worry of what will happen to us. Because Jesus is the resurrection and the
life, we can be joyful and thankful always in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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