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‘Il am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep. 2 The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep,
sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf
snatches them and scatters them. 3 The hired hand runs away because a hired
hand does not care for the sheep. 1 am the good shepherd. | know my own
and my own know me, '° just as the Father knows me and | know the Father.
And I lay down my life for the sheep. "¢ | have other sheep that do not belong to
this fold. | must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be
one flock, one shepherd.” For this reason the Father loves me, because | lay
down my life in order to take it up again. ' No one takes it from me, but | lay it
down of my own accord. | have power to lay it down, and | have power to take it
up again. | have received this command from my Father” (John 10:11-18).

1. Our Favorite Images of Jesus

The Bible has many images of Jesus. We call Jesus Lord, teacher,
preacher, healer, and many other images. Which image is your favorite? When
you think about Jesus, what image comes to mind? My favorite image of Jesus
is the shepherd. The Bible tells us that Jesus is the good shepherd who lays
down his life for the sheep.

2. The Good Shepherd

The past several weeks we have looked at the “| Am” statements of
Jesus. These statements give us a unique sense of Jesus’ identity and purpose.
We have seen that Jesus is the “bread of life,” “the light of the world,” and “the
gate for the sheep.”

Today we reflect on Jesus’ 4" “| am” statement found in John 10:11 and
14. Jesus says, “l am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his
life for the sheep.” \What does Jesus mean by saying “I am the good
shepherd?”

The Greek word used for “good” is “kalos.” The term means to be
“beautiful, excellent, genuine, and praiseworthy.” Jesus is the good shepherd
means that Jesus is a genuine, excellent, and praiseworthy shepherd who does
the right thing to protect, guide, and nurture his sheep.

Throughout the Bible, the image of a shepherd is used to describe God.
Psalm 23 verse 1 says, “The Lord is my shepherd. | shall not want.”
Contemporary English Bible translates, “I will never be in need.” This passage
is not only a personal conviction from David at the time but is a verse that many
of the Israelites as well as many of us today would personally identify with.



Similarly, Isaiah 40:10 & 11 says, “See, the Lord God comes with
might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his
recompense before him. "He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will
gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently
lead the mother sheep.”

Isaiah Chapter 40 talks about the Israelites in Babylon. This chapter tells
us that God wants to comfort his people and promises the restoration. The
image of the flock of Israelites is used with the image of God as the shepherd of
the people. This would have been exciting news for the people of Israel who
had lived in exile for many years in Babylon.

The Bible also tells us that the leaders of Israel were considered
shepherds of the people. God says through Ezekiel, “I am against the
shepherds; and | will demand my sheep at their hand, and put a stop to
their feeding the sheep; no longer shall the shepherds feed themselves. |
will rescue my sheep from their mouths, so that they may not be food for
them.” (Ezekiel 34:10).

In the passage from Ezekiel, we see that the leaders of Israel were taking
care of themselves rather than the people of Israel. Therefore, the Lord says, “1
myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and | will make them lie down”
(Ezekiel 34:15). God promises that he will find his sheep and look after them.

In Ezekiel 34:23, God also promises his people, “I will set up over them
one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed
them and be their shepherd.” God promises that he will send a true shepherd
to take care of the people. That shepherd would be the Messiah.

Jesus’ statement, “I am the Good Shepherd” means that Jesus is the
true shepherd that God sent to His people to take care of them. He is the
promised Messiah.

3. The Good Shepherd vs. the Hired Hand

In Chapters 9 and 10 of John’s Gospel, Jesus contrasts himself with the
Pharisees. Jesus calls the Pharisees “hired hands” who don’t care about the
sheep. In contrast, Jesus says that he is the good shepherd that is willing to
give up his life for his sheep.

A hired hand was a person who worked for wages to take care of sheep. If
a wild animal like a wolf would appear, the hired hand would abandon the flock
and run away. The sheep would then be killed. Good shepherds on the other
hand would protect the sheep, even give up their lives.

Probably king David would be one of the best-known examples of a good
shepherd in the Old Testament. Before David became King, he took care of the
sheep in his father’s flock. When David talks with Saul, he says, “whenever a
lion or a bear came, and took a lamb from the flock, 1 went after it and
struck it down, rescuing the lamb from its mouth; and if it turned against
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me, | would catch it by the jaw, strike it down, and kill it” (1 Samuel 17:34-
35). To protect his father’s sheep from a lion or a bear, a shepherd David took
risk of his life.

Jesus understood what a shepherd needed to do to protect his sheep. By
proclaiming that Jesus is the Good Shepherd, Jesus tells the people that he is
willing to die for his sheep.

4. Jesus takes Risk for the Blind Man

What does Jesus mean specifically when he talks about laying down his
life for his sheep? In John 10:10, Jesus says the purpose of his coming is that
we may have life and have it abundantly.

We see an example of the laying down of Jesus’ life in Chapter 9. Jesus
saw a blind man in the temple. He made mud and placed it on the eyes of the
blind man. Jesus tells him to wash in the pool of Siloam and the man’s sight
was restored.

The Pharisees conduct an investigation and criticize Jesus for healing him
on the Sabbath. Jesus’ healing would have been considered work that was
forbidden on the Sabbath. The Pharisees believed that Jesus was not from God
because Jesus did not observe the Sabbath as the Pharisees did. When the
Pharisees asked the blind man about his view of Jesus, the blind man said, “If
this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” The Pharisees were
upset and threw the man out of the synagogue.

The story of the blind man shows us that Jesus was willing to take any risk
to heal the man and give him an abundant life. Jesus would do the same for us.
In the same way, Jesus’ death on the cross is the way that Jesus laid down his
life to heal all of mankind and to reconcile the world to God.

5. Other Sheep

Why do you think Jesus is the truly good shepherd for you and me? In
verse 16, Jesus says, “I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. |
must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one
flock, one shepherd.” \Who are the other sheep that Jesus talks about in this
passage?

The most common interpretation of the “other sheep” are Gentiles, all
people from a non-Jewish heritage. In the Old Testament, God’s promises are
given to the Jews. However, Jesus tells us that God’s promises are not only for
the Jews but also for the Gentiles. This is why St. Paul says in Romans 3:29, “is
God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of
Gentiles also.” God is the creator of all people. God loves Gentiles as well as
Jews.

Most Christians today come from a Gentile background. We didn’t know
who Jesus was and we weren’t in any kind of relationship with God. In laying
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down his life on the cross, Jesus allowed all of us to know who God is and to
have a new and abundant life with God through Christ.

6. Conclusion

As you may know, sheep are animals with no sense of direction. Sheep
are generally defenseless and can’t get up without help. The Bible uses sheep
to refer to God’s people. Like sheep, we are completely dependent on the
shepherd being in our lives. Don’t you agree that our lives are in God’s hand?

Shepherds protect their flocks and would give their lives for them. The
sheep know the voice of their shepherd and would follow the shepherd. Jesus
as the Good Shepherd reminds us that Jesus is willing to sacrifice anything for
the life of each and every one of us. Jesus gave his life on the cross so that we
all now have an abundant life in Christ Jesus.

7. Application

41 years ago, when Christine and | came to the U.S. from Korea, | was
very scared. | worried about me and my family in the U.S. | felt like we were
travelling in the desert without a car and any direction. | had no idea where we
would be living and how to afford to study for a few years. My mind was full of
worries. On my right side in the airplane, an American old lady was sitting. She
asked me where | was going and for what purpose. | told her that | would be a
student at the University of Missouri in Kansas City, MO. When | told her that |
was very scared, she said, “don’t worry. God will take care of you. You will be
fine.” She was right. God has been taking care of me. Even the moment | was
worried, God sent a woman as a shepherd to make me calm down. Will my
shepherd continue to take care of me? Of course, he will.

Public schools are open this week. Do you think schoolteachers and
students are excited about the opening of the school? Or are they concerned
about their safety? We are not sure what is going to happen to our children and
teachers when the schools are open. However, Today’s scripture tells us that
we are sheep and Jesus is the good shepherd. He even lays down his life for
us. Jesus will do anything to save us.

| hope everyday all of us remember what David says in Psalm 23, “Even
though I walk through the darkest valley, | fear no evil; for you are with
me; your rod and your staff - they comfort me” (verse 4). Whatever happens
to us both in life and even in death, we know that the Lord is with us always. We
do not need to fear. As we go throughout each day, may we continue to
experience the presence of our good shepherd who protects us and guides us
always. Amen.



