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But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with
scripture - “| believed, and so | spoke”- we also believe, and so we

speak, 1 because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will
raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his

presence. ° Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to
more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.

8 So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away,
our inner nature is being renewed day by day. 7 For this slight momentary
affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all

measure, '8 because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot
be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is
eternal. For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have
a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens
(2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1).

and the crowd came together again, so that they could not even

eat. 2! When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people
were saying, “He has gone out of his mind.” 22 And the scribes who came
down from Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the
demons he casts out demons.” 22 And he called them to him, and spoke to
them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? 2*If a kingdom is divided
against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 2° And if a house is divided
against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 26 And if Satan has risen
up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has

come. 2" But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his
property without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can
be plundered. 22 “Truly | tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and
whatever blasphemies they utter; 2° but whoever blasphemes against the
Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”- 3% for
they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.” 3! Then his mother and his
brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and called him. 32 A
crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and your
brothers and sisters! are outside, asking for you.” 3 And he replied, “Who
are my mother and my brothers?” 3* And looking at those who sat around
him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! ** Whoever does the
will of God is my brother and sister and mother” (Mark 3:20-35).

If you listened to the readings this morning, you heard the Gospel of Mark
talk about family and were probably horrified to hear the family of Jesus
wanted to restrain him, but let’s give a bit of background on this. As | have
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mentioned previously, Mark’s Gospel is an action Gospel. He gives us a
chronological order from the time Jesus is baptized by John the Baptist and
by Chapter 3, we have already learned about the 12 Disciples Jesus chose,
we learned how Jesus taught with authority in the temple and commanded
evil spirits come out of a man, how he healed Peter’'s mother-in-law, and
how a leper was healed, and more. This, of course, caused quite a bit of
excitement to the crowds that began following him. It also excited the
Pharisees, but not in a good way!

We know a paralyzed man, whose friends cut a hole in the roof of the
house where Jesus was staying — because they could not get close to
Jesus through the door, was healed by Jesus saying, “My child, your sins
are forgiven”, that really tipped the religious leaders over the edge! They
felt Jesus was blaspheming because only God could forgive sins.
Something had to be done about this guy, Jesus. The problem was the
people!

The people were once again following Jesus and he was surrounded by
crowds so large that he couldn’t even find time to eat. His family heard
about this and what did they say? They did not say, That’s our Jesus, not
only an amazing teacher, but he has been gifted with healing powers by
God. No, they said, “He is out of his mind”, but the Pharisees said he was
possessed by Satan. To my mind, Jesus asks the perfect question, “How
can Satan cast out Satan?”. Jesus hits them with a few sharp words and
tells them anyone who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit is one sin that
will never be forgiven.

The next thing you know Jesus’ mother and brothers are at the door and
they want a little chat with Jesus — now to be fair, we don’t know if they
think they better get Jesus out of there before the crowds turn on him or the
religious leaders kill him or if they think he needs professional help. When
Jesus is told, “Your mother and brothers are here”, Jesus retorts with, “Who
is my mother? Who are my brothers?” What? This is adding fuel to the fire,
but Jesus goes on to say whoever does God’s will is his family. That’s hard
to disagree with even for the Pharisees but more than that, the real
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message here is family — the family of God - the family that we are all
part of.

Our next reading was from 2 Corinthians. You may recall that the city of
Corinth was a large trading center in Greece and a center of temptation for
the new Christians. Second Corinthians was written to affirm Paul’'s
ministry because there were false teachers slandering Paul and denying
his authority. In addition to affirming his ministerial qualifications, he wrote
to give them hope and the message of salvation.

Paul reminds the church in Corinth that when everything seems to be
against them, whether it be pain from people or pain from illness, they
should never give up. We should never give up on our faith, give up on
God because things are going badly. Paul knew how things could go bad
and he quotes the psalmists (Psalm 116:10) when he says, “l believed in
God, so | spoke”, and that is what Paul did. Life didn’t kick him around so
he stopped preaching, no he spoke everywhere to tell the Jews and the
Gentiles about Jesus, but he suffered greatly throughout his ministry, he
was beaten, jailed, worked to exhaustion, went without food and proper
clothing at times, but he continued to preach because he focused on the
end-result — the reward of eternal life he would have with Christ.

| had been reading both the passage from Mark and 2 Corinthians in
preparation for a June 6™ sermon in Middleboro. It really made me think
about how important family is, whether biological family or the family we
choose for ourselves and how much we should cherish those families. We
learned June 19" would mark exactly two weeks after our youngest
grandson’s second Covid shot which meant all our kids and grandkids
would be vaccinated! We finally could have our very delayed and long
awaited “Greek Easter” celebration with all our kids and grandkids —
together for the first time in 18 months! We could all finally hug and laugh
together. It made us so excited and happy but then the next week our
mood saddened as we began coordinating plans for the funeral and
celebration of life for our dear Sandra Knight. We were having Sandra’s
service on Wednesday and | was due to preach in Middleboro on the
following Sunday.
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As | studied the Scriptures to prepare my sermon and helped her daughter
with the arrangements and the food, | kept thinking how amazing it was that
we would celebrate Sandra on Wednesday and | would be preaching two
passages the following Sunday that were tied to her — family and daily
renewal of faith, a great description of our Sandra.

For those who didn’t know Sandra, | want to provide a bit of background.
Sandra was a very special and beloved lady. She had a wonderful smile
that belied the difficulties she had had in her life. Sandra grew up in the
1950’s and 60’s as a bi-racial child in a predominately “white” town.
Sandra had blond hair and green eyes but brown skin. She suffered
racism from both white people and black people. Sandra was married
twice and had four children. For much of her life she was a single mom
working multiple jobs. She loved people and always went out of her way
for everyone. Sandra’s jobs were always in the area of social work — the
homeless, battered women shelters, elder services, etc.

She was part of the Swift Memorial family for 19 years with an unshakeable
faith and she was a beloved member of our choir. Sandra loved her high
heels and was always a “fashionista”. She was always kind, upbeat, and
very determined. Sandra wanted to get her college degree but like so
many women, it was interrupted by babies and life. When she finally
received her bachelor’s degree in Social Work at the age of 57, the whole
church applauded — she never gave up on her dream.

Sandra always kept pushing through no matter what life dealt her. About
nine years ago, when being an alto wasn’t working out well, Ben asked her
if she wanted to move to the tenor section with the guys, and Sandra did
just that, flourishing there. Shortly thereafter, Sandra was diagnosed with
Cancer and had surgery. After recovering from her surgery, she was
happily singing with the choir, always praying for people who had problems.
She was the organizer of our Women’s Breakfast, and she would always
have a great devotional to share and some type of game to play. But each
year, it seemed Sandra had a different Cancer battle. The Cancer moved
throughout different parts of her body and she would go to Boston for
chemo and radiation treatments more times than | can remember. Several
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times, she was told there was only an experimental treatment available,
and she would try it. About 3 years ago, the doctors told her children she
probably wouldn’t survive but she did. Throughout all of this, Sandra would
be Sandra — upbeat, singing in the cantatas at Easter and Christmas,
helping out at Vacation Bible School, attending Bible studies and always
asking for prayers — not for herself, but for various other people who were
going through hard times.

When she stood to ask for prayers, she would say, “Don’t worry about me,
God has my back, but” and then she would name the person who needed
our prayers. She never showed anger during her 7 V2 year battle with
Cancer, she never gave up on God, she was the most grateful human
being | have ever met. | would send her cards when she was ill and then |
would get a thank you card from her. She loved her family and had the
better part of a wall in her kitchen covered with pictures of family members
— especially grandchildren. Many of us know she had some terrible
struggles with a couple of her children, but she kept pushing through with
them and prayed all the time for God’s help. She was like the energizer
bunny — she just kept going. Early this year, the oncologists in Boston told
her there was nothing they could do and even then, Sandra did not quit.
She kept living life and praising the Lord. A couple of weeks before she
passed away, Sandra got pneumonia, rallied for a bit, but ultimately went
home to the Lord.

Sandra’s life exemplified Paul’'s message. Every day Sandra persevered
even after having Cancer multiple times, she sought a new job as she was
only able to work part-time. She was excited about it because she got to
work with the elderly — she would be able to help them. Paul says, “though
our bodies are dying, our spirits are being renewed every day” and that
was Sandra — spirits renewed every day. Pushing forward and sharing her
faith every day. We also heard Jesus say whoever does God'’s will is His
family — that was Sandra — part of His family, part of our family. We must
never succumb to the “oh poor me” and “why has God abandoned me”. |
know that is not easy, but we should never lose sight that our reward is not
here on earth but ultimately, “we have a building from God, a house not
made with human hands, eternal in the heavens”. We need the inner
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strength that comes from the Holy Spirit. Our Sandra had a great love for
God and her faith was rock solid.

We must not only stay strong in our faith but share our faith with others.
We must be there to lift our family members, our church family members
and other brothers and sisters in Christ up through the hard times. We
must rejoice with them, pray with them, and we must strengthen them so
that we all may be raised up.

We have a beautiful smiling picture of Sandra in our choir room, reminding
us of our beloved family member who is no longer with us, but will always
be in our hearts. Amen.



