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“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate 
but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters 
by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate 
for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and 
leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of 
them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 They will 
not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know 
the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but 
they did not understand what he was saying to them. 7 So again Jesus said 
to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came 
before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I 
am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go 
out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I 
came that they may have life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:1-10).  
 
1. The Bread of Life and the Light of the World 
  We are currently in our third week of a sermon series on the “I Am” 
statements of Jesus. The last two Sundays, we reflected on two of the “I 
Am” statements, “I am the bread of life” and “I am the light of the world.” 
Bread and light are essential for living. These statements reflect how in the 
same way, we cannot survive without Jesus because Jesus gives us life 
and hope.  
 
2. The Gate for the Sheep 

Today, we reflect on the third “I Am” statement from Jesus, “I am the 
gate for the sheep.” In two weeks, we will reflect on the 4th statement, “I am 
the good shepherd.” Although the 3rd and 4th statements are related to the 
sheep, they are different from one another.  

The third statement focuses on the gate of the sheepfold. A sheepfold 
is a simple structure built in the open field to keep sheep safe at night. A 
sheepfold has four walls and a gate without roof. The walls could be made 
of stone, brick, mud, or wood. The walls would be covered by thorns to 
protect sheep from thieves or wild animals. The door or gate was the only 
way that sheep and the shepherds would enter and leave the sheepfold. 

There were many people who worked as shepherds in the first 
century region of Palestine. Shepherds would lead sheep to green pastures 
to graze and take them to still waters to drink water. In the evening, 
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shepherds would call their sheep and bring them to the sheepfold to stay 
overnight. 

 
3. A Thief, a Robber, and the Shepherd 

In verse 1, Jesus says, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not 
enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief 
and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the 
sheep. “The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear 
his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.” 

In the sheepfold, several shepherds often hire a gatekeeper to guard 
the several different flocks until morning. In the morning, the gatekeeper 
opens the gate for the shepherds and let them in. They call their sheep by 
name and the sheep know their shepherd’s voice and follow him.  
 Sometimes thieves and bandits try to enter the sheepfold not by the 
gate but by another way like climbing over the fence to steal the sheep. 
Who were a thief and a bandit in Jesus’ time? Chapter 9 of John’s Gospel 
tells us what Jesus had done. Jesus had just healed a man who had been 
born blind. The man gained not only physical sight but also spiritual sight 
as he recognized Jesus as a prophet and the Messiah. But the Pharisees 
did not want to acknowledge that Jesus had come from God. They threw 
the man who was healed by Jesus out of the synagogue. As the religious 
leaders of the day, they were supposed to be shepherds for the man. The 
Pharisees rejected the man, but Jesus accepted him and met his physical 
and spiritual need. The Pharisees behaved like thieves and robbers.   

In verses 9 & 10, Jesus says, “I am the gate. Whoever enters by 
me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The 
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may 
have life, and have it abundantly.”  

Jesus proclaims that he is the gate. Why does Jesus say that he is 
the gate for the sheep and whoever enters by him will be saved? “Saved” 
here does not simply mean that our sins are forgiven, and we will be saved 
from God’s punishment. The meaning of salvation is much deeper than 
that. The blind man was accepted and welcomed by Jesus, and his 
physical and spiritual sights were opened. And Jesus promises him an 
abundant life here and now. 

 
4. An Abundant Life 

Verse 10 says that the thief comes to steal, kill, and destroy, but 
those who believe in Jesus would have life abundantly. What then is the 
abundant life that Jesus refers to when we enter the gate of the sheepfold? 
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The term “abundantly” in Greek is “perisson.” The term means 
“exceedingly, very highly, beyond measure, superfluous, and 
extraordinary.” On earth, we often think of measurements in terms of 
height, length, and width. God’s world exceeds our concept of 
measurement in both complexity and dimension. The life that God expects 
for us is higher, deeper, and wider than we can imagine for ourselves. The 
abundant life that Jesus talks about is a life that exceeds our ability to 
measure.  

Paul says in 1 Corinthians 2:9, “What no eye has seen, what no ear 
has heard, and what no human mind has conceived” the things God 
has prepared for those who love him.” In the passage, St. Paul tells us 
that we can’t imagine all that God has prepared for us, both in this life and 
for eternity. Our understanding of what an abundant life is limited by our 
ability to imagine. Yet both in our passage today and in 1 Corinthians, we 
see that the abundant life that we have in Christ goes beyond our ability to 
imagine or comprehend. 

When you hear about the concept of “abundant life,” we often think of 
prosperity, health, success, well-being, or having good things happen. Yet 
we know that we experience both good and bad in life. How then can we 
make sense of the abundant life that we have in Christ? I believe Paul 
experienced an abundant life in Jesus Christ. 

In Philippians 4:11 & 12, St. Paul says, “I have learned to be 
content with whatever I have. 12 I know what it is to have little, and I 
know what it is to have plenty. In any and all circumstances I have 
learned the secret of being well-fed and of going hungry, of having 
plenty and of being in need.”   

Paul tells us that the circumstance of life that we might find ourselves 
in the moment does not determine our sense of abundant life in Christ. 
Paul reflects to us the ability to have contentment in Christ in all 
circumstances. This is why Paul was always joyful and thankful. 

Another factor that allows us to experience God’s abundant life in all 
circumstances is doing God’s will. Hebrews 13:20-21 says, “Now may the 
God of peace, who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, the 
great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 

make you complete in everything good so that you may do his will, 
working among us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever.” 

The writer of Hebrews tells us that doing God’s will pleases him and 
we can have a sense of fulfillment. God equips each of us to do His work. 
We experience the abundant life here and now through experiencing 
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contentment in all circumstances and in doing God’s will that he has 
designed each of us to do.  

 
5. Conclusion 
 Jesus’ third “I Am” statement is “I am the gate for the sheep.” The 
gate of the sheepfold is a single narrow opening. The gate is the only 
means that allows sheep to come in, rest, be safe, and be protected.  
 Jesus is the gate. When we accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior, we 
receive salvation and are reconciled with God. Through Christ, each of us 
can be content in all circumstances and experience God’s abundant life 
here and now. Christ gives us a desire to do God’s will. 
         
6. Application 

Many people around the world have felt the confinement and isolation 
over the past year. Yet the image of a small gate in a sheepfold helps us 
understand that only Jesus can provide us rest, safety, protection, 
salvation, and an abundant life.  
 When we enter the gate of the sheepfold, we will be able to be 
content with our lives and fulfill God’s purpose in this world. If we leave the 
sheepfold without our shepherd, we might be stolen, killed, and destroyed 
by thieves and robbers.  

Thanks be to the Lord who is the gate for the sheep, saving us and 
guiding us to live an abundant life now and for evermore. Amen. 
 


