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“Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” 13 Then 
the Pharisees said to him, “You are testifying on your own behalf; your 
testimony is not valid.” 14 Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my own 
behalf, my testimony is valid because I know where I have come from and 
where I am going, but you do not know where I come from or where I am 
going. 15 You judge by human standards; I judge no one. 16 Yet even if I do 
judge, my judgment is valid; for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the 
Father who sent me. 17 In your law it is written that the testimony of two 
witnesses is valid. 18 I testify on my own behalf, and the Father who sent 
me testifies on my behalf. 19 Then they said to him, “Where is your Father?” 
Jesus answered, “You know neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, 
you would know my Father also.” 20 He spoke these words while he was 
teaching in the treasury of the temple, but no one arrested him, because 
his hour had not yet come.” (John 8:12-20).  
 
1. I am the Bread of Life 
  As Christians, we profess that Jesus is our Lord and Savior. How 
much do we know about Jesus? Last Sunday we looked at the first “I am” 
statement from Jesus. Jesus says, “I am the bread of life. Whoever 
comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will 
never be thirsty. Jesus promises us that whoever has spiritual need, 
Jesus would meet our spiritual need and will give us eternal life. 
  
2. I am the Light of the World 
 Today, we reflect on Jesus’ second statement, “I am the Light of the 
World.” John 8:12 says, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows 
me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.”   

Why does Jesus say that he is the light of the world? To answer this 
question, we need to understand the context of the statement. Verse 20 
says that Jesus spoke these words while teaching in the temple court 
where the offerings were put. The temple treasury was in the women’s 
court where candles burned to symbolize the pillar of fire that led the 
Israelites through the desert during the Exodus.   
      Leviticus 6:12 says, “The fire on the altar shall be kept burning; it 
shall not go out.” The embers of the evening offering remained on the 
altar. The burning fire in the temple symbolized God’s constant presence 



 2 

and care. Throughout the story of the Exodus the Israelites experienced 
God’s presence and care all the time.  

Exodus 13:21 says, “The Lord went in front of them in a pillar of 
cloud by day, to lead them along the way, and in a pillar of fire by 
night, to give them light, so that they might travel by day and by 
night.”  

Did you know that more than 60% of Israel is desert? The Israelites 
traveled in the desert for forty years. Did the Israelites know exactly where 
they were and where they needed to go? Absolutely not. They had neither 
maps nor GPS. The people were led during that time by the Lord to guide 
and protect them from the numerous foreigners in the area, eventually 
leading them to the Promised Land. 

Even before Moses and the Israelites asked, God gave the people 
pillars of clouds and fire to lead the Israelites through the desert by day and 
by night. At the time of Jesus’ statement, he was teaching in the temple 
treasury. Jesus’ statement, “I am the light of the world,” would have 
reminded the people of the pillar of fire and God’s presence, protection, 
and guidance. In saying this, Jesus told the Disciples and us that God’s 
presence, guidance, and delivery would come through the Messiah.  

In Nepal, there are many Sherpas. They act as guides and porters to 
help those who climb Mount Everest. But the Messiah does much more 
than what Sherpas do. The Messiah protects and delivers people from any 
troubles.  
  
3. Isaiah’s Prophecy 
 Jesus’ identity as the light of the world closely relates to what Isaiah 
chapter 42 says. Isaiah 42:1 says, “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; 
he will bring forth justice to the nations.”  

Isaiah 42 talks about the coming of God's servant, the Messiah. 
Matthew 12:18-21 quotes Isaiah 42:1-4 to refer to Jesus. I would like to call 
your attention to verse 4 that says, “In his teaching the Gentiles will put 
their hope.” Before Christ, the Gentiles did not have hope. The Gentiles 
are you and me and everyone who doesn’t come from a Jewish 
background. The Messiah would bring hope for the Jews and the Gentiles 
and is the reason that you and I today become followers of Jesus. 
      What does Isaiah say about who the Messiah will be? Isaiah 42:6 
says, “I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the 
nations.” Isaiah says that part of the Messiah’ mission is to be a light for 
the Gentiles. The Jews thought that the Messiah would come only for the 
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Jews. But this passage tells us that the Messiah was sent not only for the 
Jews but also for the Gentiles.  

Why is this statement important for everyone? If God loves Jews 
only, is it fair? Genesis tells us that everyone is created according to God’s 
image. That means everyone is God’s child. Then God can’t discriminate 
his children. 

According to the Old Testament, Jesus is the Messiah not only for the 
Jews but also for the Gentiles. When a light is turned on, everyone can 
take advantage of the light. The light doesn’t discriminate one person 
versus the other. The Jews believed that God was the God for the Jews, 
not for others. Gentiles were believed to have nothing to do with God. They 
thought that the Gentiles were in the darkness. 

John 1:5 says, “The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not understood it.” In John’s gospel the light refers to 
Jesus. When Jesus came to the world people lived in the darkness. The 
light and the darkness here mean spiritual light and darkness. The people 
did not recognize Jesus as the light of the world. People were spiritually 
blind and in the spiritual darkness. Have we found the light for our spiritual 
darkness? If we have found the light in Jesus, what do we need to do? 
  
4. We are the Lights of the World 
      Matthew 5:14-16 says, “You are the light of the world. A city built 
on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 No one after lighting a lamp puts it under 
the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that 
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in 
heaven.” 
 Jesus tells his followers and us that we are the light of the world. The 
light shines to expel darkness. In the same way, each of us are called to 
follow Christ and to shine the light of Jesus into the world that others can 
see the good works of Christ through each of us and give glory to God.  
      Isaiah 60:1 & 4 says, “Arise, shine; for your light has come, and 
the glory of the Lord has risen upon you….  Lift up your eyes and look 
around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall 
come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their 
nurses’ arms.” As followers of Christ, God calls us to reflect the light of the 
Messiah so that others can see where they are and where they need to go.  
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5. Conclusion 
 Can we imagine a world without electricity, sunlight, or moonlight? 
Our lives would be in big trouble in a world without light. For me, life without 
Jesus is like walking in the darkness without any light. We would not know 
where we are or where we need to go. We might go wrong directions. 
Jesus is the light that guides and protects us throughout our lives. Jesus’ 
light allows us to see things with God’s perspective, have hope, and to 
shine our individual lights to reflect Christ to others in this world.  
 
6. Application 
 The surge of Delta Variant in the United States has created a cloud of 
darkness for many in our country. We wonder where we can go for hope, 
joy and happiness without worrying about what might happen next? 
 I find the answer when I think of my grandson. My grandson Caleb 
was born after the start of the coronavirus. In many ways, his life has been 
marred by pandemic, social unrest, and continued concern for the future. 
Does Caleb know that this darkness is all around him? No.  
 His everyday life is spent dancing, laughing and with a child-like 
sense of constant peace. His constant joy comes from his parents. I hope 
his happiness comes from his grandparents as well. When he wakes up in 
the morning, he finds his dad and mom who provide everything he needs: 
his parents change his diapers and feed him and lay him down to sleep.  
 The other day his mom sent us a video clip. As his dad was playing 
guitar, he was dancing. Although many people including his dad and mom 
might think that they are living in the darkness, he is joyful and does not 
worry about the future. I am sure that Finnegan is not different from our 
grandson. 

Although we may get worried about the news or the things that are 
happening around us, we are reminded today that Jesus is the light of the 
world. Jesus’ light is the constant reminder of God’s presence and care 
about us. God is always in control and Christ leads us, protects us, and 
guides us. May we shine our lights so that others may see the light of 
Christ and find hope in Christ Jesus. Amen.  
 
 


