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“A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to the
man of God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack.
Elisha said, “Give it to the people and let them eat.” *} But his servant said,
“‘How can | set this before a hundred people?” So he repeated, “Give it to
the people and let them eat, for thus says the LORD, ‘They shall eat and
have some left.” 4 He set it before them, they ate, and had some left,
according to the word of the LORD.”
“After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the
Sea of Tiberias. 2 A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the
signs that he was doing for the sick. 3 Jesus went up the mountain and sat
down there with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews,
was near. ® When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him,
Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to
eat?” % He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to
do. 7 Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread
for each of them to get a little.” ¢ One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon
Peter’s brother, said to him, ® “There is a boy here who has five barley
loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?” 1° Jesus
said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in
the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. "' Then Jesus took
the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those
who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. ? When they
were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so
that nothing may be lost.” ¥ So they gathered them up, and from the
fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled
twelve baskets. * When the people saw the sign that he had done, they
began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.
5 When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force
to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.”

MESSAGE - A Little plus God is More than Enough

Have you noticed that a little thing can make a BIG impact?

For example, on the negative side, ONE mosquito buzzing around when
you've just gotten into bed can have a big impact on your physical comfort
and your ability to get to sleep.

Or, for a more positive example, that newborn infant, hardly bigger than the
palm of a man’s hand, enters the lives of her parents and totally upends



their sleep patterns, their meal times, their choice of vehicles, and even
their sense of identity: Your new name becomes Mom or Dad Your Miata
is traded in for an SUV. Such is the power of LITTLE.

Our scripture readings today also demonstrated the power of a little when
it's coupled with a strong faith in God. In our reading from 2 Kings, Elisha, a
powerful prophet and successor of Elijah, had been ministering to the
people in Gilgal, not far from Jericho. One day “a man from Baal-shalishah”
came bringing the first fruits of his harvest to the man of God. As you
know, normally such offerings were brought to the temple, but Jerusalem
was far away and Elisha was venerated as a man of God and he was local.
It's interesting that the man’s name isn’t mentioned, he represents the
ordinary believer, but his hometown was named — as Baalshalishah. The
place name was more important than the man’s name. Baalshalisha is
named after the pagan deity Baal, who was the god of fertility and thereby
also the god over agriculture. Baal was obviously displeased with his
followers and impotent because earlier in this chapter we are told there was
a famine in Gilgal. Interesting then that this Jewish man is tithed anyway.
And because food was hard to come by, I'm sure Elisha was glad to see
this offering. Elisha doesn’t even know the man with the loaves. He didn’t
know he was coming, but he knew God would provide for him and his
followers. So Instead of keeping the loaves for himself, Elisha told his
servant to “give it to the people and let them eat”. His servant was
incredulous. What? How can | put a mere 20 loaves of bread in front of a
hundred men? It would be like setting out one dozen munchkins for coffee
hour and expecting everyone have some while still leaving enough
leftovers to bring home for the family. The contrast in this passage
between the servant’s view and Elisha’s is sharp. The servant looks
through a self-limiting, human lens and sees only scarcity. It's not nearly
enough! These guys are ravenous! | expect it's how a mother would feel if
asked to give her teenaged boy an English muffin for dinner. But Elisha
sees these loaves thru the lens of divine abundance. He tells the servant
“the Lord says, they’ll eat and have some left over!” God is a God of
abundance and plenty — He is a multiplier. Our God is not stingy! God’s
generosity is overflowing. Whether it was 20 loaves or 2 loaves, when
Elisha invited God into the problem, the quantity became unimportant.
What WAS important, was the necessity of relying on God. The 20 loaves
represent the puniness of our human ability to provide for ourselves without
God. The servant’s attitude, seeing only the human angle was one of
confusion and defeat. But WITH God, Elisha saw not just provision of their
daily bread, but more than enough to feed a crowd. This was a teachable




moment and a demonstration of the power of faith. It's a fascinating little bit
of irony that the man who brought the offering was from Baalshalishah,
which means the Lord who Multiplies, yet it was not Baal, the pagan god,
who could provide OR multiply, but it was the God of Israel- Jehovah Jirah,
our provider, who brought forth the harvest and then multiplied the loaves
to feed Elisha’s followers.

There is an interesting parallel in today’s world, where we call streams of
information from an internet algorithm our “feed” and, like Baal, it is
worshipped by many, even though it is manmade. Idolatry comes in many
forms. How many times have you tried to solve your problem by searching
through websites on the internet, and never once thought of asking God to
help you with it?

God likes it when we need Him. That's when He shows us the power of
Little. He knows He'll get the credit when we have so little that we have to
rely on Him. We see this in the familiar story of the feeding of the five
thousand. In this story God delights in showing his power and love through
insignificant people and small things.

You may have noticed that in this story Jesus and his disciples were
followed by a large crowd as a result of the miraculous healing that Jesus
was doing. The crowd was especially large because Passover was
approaching. Jesus sees the crowd and sees also a teachable moment. He
asks Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” Now
they are sitting halfway up a mountain, and I'm sure Jesus knows there is
no 7/11 nearby, no food trucks, and no cellphone to call DoorDash or
UberEats. Philip isn’t concerned with the source of the food though, but
with the cost, the money. He says, “6 months wages wouldn’t be enough
to get each of them a little”. He is definitely a victim of the scarcity
mentality. What? You say? He's just being practical! Yeah, so it doesn’t
occur to him that this guy he’s talking to has just miraculously healed a
bunch of lepers and people and a while back turned water to wine. No.
He’s trapped in a very worldly paradigm, and never thought to let God into
the mundane issue of where to get dinner. Again, this is what WE often do.
We forget to put God in the equation. | can remember when | was first
living on my own and working in Boston, trying to figure out a menu using
the little bit of my paycheck that was leftover after paying rent,
transportation, and other bills. | often ate bagels and tea for dinner because
the day-old bagels were really cheap, and with cream cheese on them they
were filling too. | was like Philip, looking at the cost but | never once
thought about asking God to multiply the little | had.



Simon Peter’s brother Andrew however, one of the first disciples and one
who had followed John the Baptist, takes a more constructive approach. |
think he may have foreseen the power of a Little, because he says, “there
is a boy here who has five barley loaves and 2 fish.” Then he second-
guessed himself, saying “But what are they among so many people®? Now
aside from his self-doubt at the end, he did two things right. He didn’t
ignore the Little: Normally children were overlooked, not counted, not
consulted, but Andrew noticed the boy and his basket of food. And
secondly, he was bold and wise enough to offer the Little that was available
to the Lord. Imagine if he had decided it was too little to matter and not
mentioned it.

How often do we do that ourselves? We say, oh that problems to big for
one person, my little contribution wouldn’t make a dent, or, my voice is just
one person, a nobody, that wouldn’t count for much, and so we walk by, we
shrug it off, we do nothing. As Joel Osteen once said, instead of making
excuses, and telling God how big the problem is, tell the problem how big
your God is. The feeding of the five thousand from 5 loaves and 2 fishes is
an analogy of God’s power and provision when we have enough faith to
offer Him, in all sincerity, the little we have at our disposal.

God LOVES working with LITTLE!

There are so many examples of this in the bible. Goliath laughed in
derision when he saw David. This little person who had brought lunch to his
big brothers, was coming out to fight him with his little stones and a
slingshot. But David had faith. He was looking at the problem from God’s
perspective. David said, | only LOOK little. | come in the name of the Most
High God, whom you have insulted. A Little plus God is more than enough
for any situation.

We create all these limitations on the way God can use us. We belittle
ourselves, our gifts, and our talents to avoid disappointment. We don’t trust
God’s ability to transform, to multiply that little bit for His glory. We are too
afraid of failure, and so, in a self-fulfilling prophesy, by withholding our little,
we fail to become the person God intended us to be. We fail to experience
God’s miracle. We fail to witness His greatness. Jesus told us, It only takes
faith the size of a mustard seed. Little things can make such a big impact.
How small is the corona virus? Microscopic! You can’t even see it with the
naked eye! But it shut down economies across the world. What a big
impact for such a little thing. That's why we can’t despise the power of
Little. Little things can lead to big things when God is involved.



Yet just like the little boy with the loaves and fishes, you have to
relinquish what you have to God in order for Him to work his miracle
and for you to receive the blessing of it.

God can use your little bit of time, your little bit of effort, your little
apartment, your little bit of talent, but you have to be willing to OFFER IT.
The little boy gave 100% of the little he had. Just like the widow putting her
two pennies in the temple offering, it looked like a little but Jesus said it was
more than enough. We do NOT offer our little as a test of God — like Satan
wanted Jesus to have God conjure bread in the wilderness. No. We offer it
with humility, knowing that without God it is not enough, but trusting Him to
fill the gap, to make up the difference, multiply and magnify it to suit His
purpose. God WANTS you to need Him. Offer him your health problem,
your wayward children, your finances. Every time you trust Him with a
piece of your life, you give Him a chance to work another miracle.

All you need is a little faith and love. You have to be close enough to God
to hear his Holy Spirit nudge you forward. We don’t give our little bit while
looking for self-aggrandizement, bragging that we gave our last dollar. No.
We offer it with gratitude for what he has blessed us with. You may have
noticed that right after Jesus accepted the loaves and fishes from the little
boy, he gave thanks to God, then distributed the food to all who were
seated. Worship and prayer bring us closer to God. Philippians 4:6 tells us
“in everything, through prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, let your
requests be made known to God.” When you have an awareness of what
God has already given you, of how he has already provided so much for
you, then you can be thankful and you become more willing to trust Him to
do it again, to provide the next time you ask. Moreover, if you are not
grateful for what you’'ve been given so far, why should God want to bless
you with anything more?

Jesus wanted to really emphasize how abundant the generosity of God
was when he asked the disciples to gather up the leftovers and they noted
that the fragments filled 12 baskets. It had looked like a little, but when God
was added, it was more than enough.

Have you ever seen these little packets of flavoring and electrolytes you
can add to a bottle of water? Or remember the envelopes of Kool-Aid they
sold when we were kids? You would take that little envelope of flavored
powder and just add water. Well, we need to take a little bit of our time, a
little bit of talent, a little bit of money, a little bit of praise, and just add

God. He can multiply that little bit you offer Him to transform your mood,
your finances, your family, the church, the community and even the country
to His glory. Activate your faith.




Conclusion

Our God is a God of abundance and plenty — He is a multiplier. He delights
in showing his power and love through small things, or insignificant people
Yet a closed fist cannot receive a blessing. We have to let go of our little
and in humble gratitude offer it to God for His use. From now on, if there is
something we feel God wants us to do, instead of coming up with reasons
why we can't, let’s reject that negative thinking. Let’s invite the miracle,
lets’ go to God and tell him that we don’t know how to do it, nor how to
make it happen, so we’re inviting Him into the problem. We thank Him for
all He is and does, and offer Him our little for His use, trusting Him to make
it enough. Maybe sometimes He will show us that it is in fact NOT what He
wants us to do, and why. That happens. And maybe other times He will be
pleased and willing accept our puny offering and multiply or transform it in
such a glorious way that the story will be retold for generations. As

Paul told us in his letter to the Galatians, never weary of doing good for you
will reap a harvest”. (Gal 6:9) From today onward, Ditch that scarcity
thinking and offer up your little bit for God to multiply. Remember
that when you add GOD, a little is MORE than enough!

LET US PRAY

Father, we stand under an open heaven, thanking you for your blessings.
Thank you for speaking what we need when we need it. Lord, our hearts
are open to your guidance. You are leading us into a place you have
prepared for us before the world began. We praise you and we rely on your
eternal goodness. Help us to walk by faith, so that our names may be listed
among the saints who offered their little bit up to you that you might multiply
it and thereby magnify your holy name and demonstrate your glory. Thank
you for providing us with the bread of life - your son Jesus, in whose name
we pray, Amen.



