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I Samuel 17:32-49

David said to Saul, “Let no one'’s heart fail because of him, your servant will go and fight
with this Philistine.” 33 Saul said to David, “You are not able to go against this Philistine to
fight with him, for you are just a boy, and he has been a warrior from his youth.” 34 But
David said to Saul, “Your servant used to keep sheep for his father; and whenever a lion or a
bear came, and took a lamb from the flock, 35 I went after it and struck it down, rescuing the
lamb from its mouth, and if it turned against me, I would catch it by the jaw, strike it down,
and kill it. 36 Your servant has killed both lions and bears,; and this uncircumcised Philistine
shall be like one of them, since he has defied the armies of the living God.”” 37 David said,
“The Lord, who saved me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, will save me
from the hand of this Philistine.” So Saul said to David, “Go, and may the Lord be with you!”
38 Saul clothed David with his armor, he put a bronze helmet on his head and clothed him
with a coat of mail. 39 David strapped Saul s sword over the armor, and he tried in vain to
walk, for he was not used to them. Then David said to Saul, “I cannot walk with these; for |
am not used to them.” So David removed them. 40 Then he took his staff in his hand, and
chose five smooth stones from the wadi, and put them in his shepherds bag, in the pouch; his
sling was in his hand, and he drew near to the Philistine. 41 The Philistine came on and drew
near to David, with his shield-bearer in front of him. 42 When the Philistine looked and saw
David, he disdained him, for he was only a youth, ruddy and handsome in appearance. 43 The
Philistine said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” And the Philistine
cursed David by his gods. 44 The Philistine said to David, “Come to me, and I will give your
flesh to the birds of the air and to the wild animals of the field.” 45 But David said to the
Philistine, “You come to me with sword and spear and javelin; but I come to you in the name
of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This very day
the Lord will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you down and cut off your head; and I
will give the dead bodies of the Philistine army this very day to the birds of the air and to the
wild animals of the earth, so that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, 47 and
that all this assembly may know that the Lord does not save by sword and spear, for the battle
is the Lord’s and he will give you into our hand.” 48 When the Philistine drew nearer to meet
David, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet the Philistine. 49 David put his hand
in his bag, took out a stone, slung it, and struck the Philistine on his forehead, the stone
sank into his forehead, and he fell face down on the ground.



1. Six Million Dollar Man

-

In the 70s, I watched a television
series called “The Six Million Dollar
Man.” The series was about a NASA
astronaut, Colonel Steve Austin that gets
injured in a crash and is rebuilt with $6
million. His right arm and both legs are
replaced with bionic implants making
him stronger, faster and with better vision
than the normal human. The Six Million
Dollar Man uses his superpowers to
rescue those in trouble.

2. David and Goliath

1 Samuel 17, our passage today,
tells us about such a powerful man named
David. At the time David is not a king but
a teenage boy. In the passage, the people
of Israel and the Philistines are at war
facing the Valley of Elah, a few miles
southwest of Jerusalem. The two armies
decide to determine the winner of the
battle with a contest of champions. The
Philistines offer Goliath, a 9 foot 9 inch
tall, heavily armed giant, and the leader
of the Philistines.

King Saul, the leader of the
Israelites, was the tallest and strongest
man in the Israel army. He should have
been the champion but was not sure he
would defeat Goliath.
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At the time, David, the youngest
son of Jessie, was a shepherd caring for
his father’s sheep. Three of David’s
brothers were in the army of Israel and
David is sent by his father to check on his
brothers on the battlefield.

When David arrives, he learns of
the challenge and the humiliation of the
people of Israel from Goliath. None of
the Israelites volunteer to fight against
Goliath.

David then goes to King Saul, “Let
no one’s heart fail because of him; your
servant will go and fight with this
Philistine.” Saul says to David, “You are
not able to go against this Philistine to
fight with him; for you are just a boy,
and he has been a warrior from his
youth.”

David offers to fight Goliath and
King Saul objects based on David’s age.
David shares his experience fighting lions
and bears. David’s confidence is
grounded in his experience as a shepherd
and his trust in the Lord. He says, “The
Lord, who saved me from the paw of the
lion and from the paw of the bear, will
save me from the hand of this
Philistine.” Saul then says to David, “Go,
and may the Lord be with you!” (verse
37) David was a teenager with no
experience in battle, however he was not
afraid of Goliath and had confidence that
he would kill the Philistine leader.

King Saul offers David his heavy
armor and a sword to prepare to face
Goliath. David says that he is not
comfortable in the heavy armor and
instead chooses five smooth stones from
the riverbank and his sling to face



Goliath. When Goliath sees David, he
retorts, “Am I a dog, that you come to
me with sticks?”’ Goliath continues to

say, “Come to me, and I will give your
flesh to the birds of the air and to the
wild animals of the field.” Goliath vows
to not only kill David but to feed his body
to the wild animals.

David boldly stands his ground and
looks at Goliath. He says, “You come to
me with sword and spear and javelin;
but I come to you in the name of the
Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of
Israel, whom you have defied. This very
day the Lord will deliver you into my
hand, and I will strike you down and cut
off your head; and I will give the dead
bodies of the Philistine army this very
day to the birds of the air and to the wild
animals of the earth, so that all the earth
may know that there is a God in Israel”
(verses 45 & 46).

David trusted in the Lord and
believed that God was with him. David
knew that he would prevail over the giant
Goliath. Although Goliath had terrorized
the entire army of Israel, David, a small,
weak, and inexperienced warrior faced
the Philistine giant without fear.

Then what happened? With only a
slingshot, David defeated Goliath. When
David faced the giant, he turned to the
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Lord for strength. The story of David and
Goliath teaches us that as long as we trust
in the Lord, we can face any giants in our
lives and live courageously.

3. Who are Our Giants?

Who and what are the giants that
we face? COVID-19, gun violence,
sickness, family strife, financial disaster,
addiction, church splits, and death of the
loved one may be daily things that we
may face in our lives. The story of David
and Goliath reminds us that it is
impossible for us to win the battle against
these giants without God’s help. When
David trusted in the Lord, God gave him
not only the power and the wisdom, but
also the courage to face the challenge
against the giant without fear.

4. The Story of Joshua

The story of David reminds us of
another person in the Old Testament,
Joshua. Joshua was the assistant to Moses
and was called into the Promised Land
when Moses dies. At the time, God tells
Joshua the same thing four times: “Be
strong and courageous” in verses 6, 7, 9,
and 18 of chapter one of Joshua. God
assures Joshua in verse 9, “for the Lord
your God will be with you wherever you

2

go.
In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus

promises the disciples and us, “I am with
you always, to the end of the age.” Jesus
does not say, “I will be with you” but “I
am with you always.” Wherever the
disciples went, they remembered Jesus’
promise. Moses, Joshua, and the disciples



were all able to live courageously
because they knew God’s promise went
with them.

5. The Role of the Father

Today is Father’s Day. The role of
a father is important for children. If you
were David’s father, would you have sent
David to the battlefield? It would be
unimaginable today.

Yet we know Jesse sent David to
the frontline and that transformed David’s
life and the history of Israel. The people
of Israel have been impacted by Jesse’s
one decision to send David. By sending
David to the frontline, Jesse encouraged
David to face the giants without fear
through trusting in the Lord.

6. Conclusion

The story of David and Goliath
reminds us that every generation faces
giants in this world. Even kings and
rulers of countries are afraid of these
giants. We often don’t believe we are able
to overcome these giants. We may tend to
believe it is impossible even before
fighting.

David, a Jewish teenage boy, with
no experience in war volunteered to fight
against the greatest giant of the
Philistines. David was not afraid and had
confidence in God that the Lord would
protect him and help him win in the battle
against Goliath. The story of David and
Goliath gives us a model when it comes
to facing giants in our lives. The story
assures us that we can live courageously
in any circumstance because the Lord is
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with us and will help us to overcome any
giant we may face.

7. Application

During the pandemic, many people
used two words quite often: “health” and
“safety.” People might think that these
two words are the most important to all of
us. However, if we ask the teenage boy,
David, what do you think he would say?
He would say that there are more
important terms than “health” and
“safety.” He would say that trusting in the
Lord is the most important for all of us.

Last week, I met a pastor who
retired 5 years ago after serving a church
for over 30 years in Hopkinton, MA.
After his retirement, he and his wife went
to China to teach English and share the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. I learned that they
are planning to leave for Cambodia to be
missionaries in September this year. They
are in their 70s and health and safety
would be very important for them. But
they don’t want to live their lives for
health and safety. They want to live
courageously for the Lord.

We all don’t need to be missionaries
in a foreign country to live courageously
for Jesus. When we trust in the Lord and
face our giants without fear, our lives
become a living testimony for others. Our
courageous lives are a witness to all that
God is with us here in the US and in our
community. Our courageous living will
bring hope and encouragement to those
who are in fear and depression. Thanks
be to the Lord for giving us faith in the
Lord and encouragement to live our lives
without fear. Amen.
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