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Mark 4:26-34
He also said, “The kingdom of
God is as if someone would
scatter seed on the
ground, 27 and would sleep
and rise night and day, and the
seed would sprout and grow, he
does not know how. 28 The
earth produces of itself, first the
stalk, then the head, then the
full grain in the head. 29 But
when the grain is ripe, at once
he goes in with his sickle,
because the harvest has come.’
30 He also said, “With what
can we compare the kingdom of
God, or what parable will we
use for it? 31 It is like a
mustard seed, which, when
sown upon the ground, is the
smallest of all the seeds on
earth; 32 yet when it is sown it
grows up and becomes the
greatest of all shrubs, and puts
forth large branches, so that the
birds of the air can make nests
in its shade.” 33 With many
such parables he spoke the
word to them, as they were able
to hear it; 34 he did not speak
to them except in parables, but
he explained everything in
private to his disciples.

)

1. Pastor Rene in Bolivia

Last week, I received the news and
Pastor Rene, a pastor I met in Bolivia
passed away from COVID-19. Pastor
Rene changed his life while in prison and
accepted Jesus as his Savior. Later, he
became a pastor of a church in Bolivia. |
was touched when I met him in Bolivia
during a continuing education event and
was inspired by his sermon for the
children that were there.

The life of Pastor Rene got me
thinking about the image of planting seeds
and the power of seed planting. Today, I’d
like to focus on the seeds in our passage
and how these seeds bring a positive and
powerful impact to this world.

2. The Parable of the Growing
Seed
In Mark 4:26-34, there are two
parables: the parable of the growing seed

and the parable of the mustard seed. Jesus
talks about God’s kingdom through these




two parables. In the parable of the
growing seed Jesus says, “The kingdom
of God is as if someone would scatter
seed on the ground, and would sleep and
rise night and day, and the seed would
sprout and grow, he does not know
how” (Verses 26 & 27).

As the sower goes about his daily
life, the sower gets up each day not
knowing if the seeds have sprouted or
grown. The seeds contain a mysterious
force that grows slowly, often without
notice. The growth of the seed often
depends on the care of the sower. Yet
Jesus in this passage focuses the growth
of the seed as the work of the seed. The
kingdom of God is like this seed with
slow but steady growth. The growth of
God’s kingdom is possible through the
power of the Lord. And God’s grace
makes the harvest possible.

3. The Parable of the Mustard
Seed

In Mark 4:30-32, Jesus continues
to teach the disciples the nature of the
kingdom of God through the parable of
the mustard seed. Jesus says, “It is like a
mustard seed, which, when sown upon
the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds
on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up
and becomes the greatest of all shrubs,
and puts forth large branches, so that the
birds of the air can make nests in its
shade.”

A mustard seed represents
something very small. However, the
mustard seed produces a plant or shrub
greater than any other vegetables in the
garden. It permits the birds to make nests
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and lodge under the shadow of it. The
point of the parable of the mustard seed is
that although the kingdom may have had
the smallest beginning, it will one day
make a big impact in the world.

Why do you think Jesus talked
about these two parables to the disciples?
The first parable points out the growing
power of the seed and the parable of the
mustard seed calls our attention to the
amazing impact of the tiny seed.

Let’s reflect on the birth of Jesus.
People expected the coming of the
Messiah to be a mighty warrior, but Jesus
came as an infant. Since people did not
understand God’s plan, people were
disappointed or did not recognize him.
After Jesus resurrected from the dead,
people thought Jesus would be king of
Israel and free Israel from Roman
government. That’s why they say, “Is this
the time when you will restore the
kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6) Jesus
replies, “It is not for you to know the
times or periods that the Father has set
by his own authority” (Acts 1:7).

Jesus reminds the disciples and us
that God is in charge of God’s kingdom
and He is in control. We may not fully
understand God’s plan, but one thing for
sure 1s that like the mustard seed, God’s
kingdom grows as scattered seeds of the
gospel of Jesus Christ grow. The mustard
seeds are small, but they have the ability
to grow, spread, and take over a field to
include shade for all those birds.

What does the image of the mustard
seed represent? The mustard seed
probably represents the disciples and us.
Who are the disciples? They are ordinary



people chosen to be disciples to turn the
world upside down after the ascension of
Jesus. 2,000 years later, the work of the
disciples continues to support the growth
of Christianity worldwide.

4. Methodist Women Mission
in Korea

There have been so
many people who have
transformed the world
for Jesus. I would like
to introduce the story of
one woman, Rosetta
Sherwood Hall, who
was one of the
Methodist missionaries
to Korea who changed
the course of history. Rosetta was born in
Liberty, New York in 1865. She worked
as a school teacher in New York and later
became a medical doctor in 1889 after
learning about the need for medical
missions.

While working at Methodist
Deaconess’s Home in NYC, Rosetta
joined Methodist Women’s Foreign
Missionary Society. She went to Seoul,
Korea in 1890 and founded the Baldwin
Dispensary School (Later Lillian Harris
Memorial Hospital).

Rosetta met her future husband
William James Hall in Manhattan. He
was a medical school student. William
Hall was planning to go to China as a
missionary. But Rosetta Sherwood told
him to come to Korea if he wanted to
marry her. William came to Korea in
1891 and they married in 1892. Rosetta
lost her U.S. citizenship after her
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marriage to William and became a citizen
of Canada.

William and Rosetta’s son
Sherwood was born in 1893. William
took care of people in PyongYang, North
Korea and died of typhus in 1894 in
PyongYang. Rosetta’s daughter Edith was
born that year, but died in 1895. Rosetta
later taught a blind girl, using her own
modified form of Braille. Teaching the
blind was previously unheard of in Korea.

In 1897 Rosetta returned with her
son to the U.S. She brought a Korean
woman and her husband with her to send
the woman to medical school. Esther Pak
1s the first Korean woman who became a
medical doctor. Esther returned to Korea
and worked with Rosetta as the first
woman doctor in Korea. Rosetta founded
the Pyongyang School for the Deaf and
Blind in 1909. In 1928, Dr. Rosetta Hall
co-founded the Chosun Women’s Medical
Training Institute, one of the first medical
schools in Korea. Rosetta spent 44 years
in Korea. Her tombstone reads, “Whether
we live or die, we are the Lord’s.”
Rosetta was one of the most influential
missionaries in Korean history. She
planted many seeds of the gospel of Jesus
Christ in Korea.

5. Conclusion

The Christian church as we know it
today was started by a group of disciples
and St. Paul about 2,000 years ago. The
beginnings were not significant at all. The
gospel of Jesus Christ was despised and
rejected by many. However, the power of
the Holy Spirit brought many people to
Christ and has led to a transformation in



our world.

Mark 4:26-34 reminds us that
although God’s kingdom may sometimes
grow slowly, the growth of God’s
kingdom in the world is happening and
its impact is beyond our imagination.

6. Application

I started today’s message with the
story of Pastor Rene in Bolivia. Pastor
Rene changed his life in prison and had a
big impact in his community bringing
many Bolivians to Christ. Do you know
who helped him to become a Christian
and a pastor? He heard the gospel from a
Korean missionary who visited the prison
every week while he was in prison.

Do you know that after the United
States, Korea is the second nation in the
world to send out commissioned
missionaries? Korea is a very small
country that has the size of New Jersey.
So far, Korea has sent about 30,000
missionaries to different parts of the
world. Yesterday, 8 provisional members
were commissioned and 4 full members
were ordained in the New England
Conference of the United Methodist
Church. Do you know how many of these
members were born in Korea? 6 new
pastors are Korean. 50% of the new
pastors are from Korean heritage.

How did it happen? They are the
fruits of Rosetta Sherwood Hall and
many other missionaries who came to
Korea from the US and other countries.
Their mission may have looked like a
mustard seed when they started.
However, God continues to bring an
amazing harvest from that work over one
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hundred years later in the lives of Pastor
Rene in Bolivia and these new Korean
pastors in our conference.

Today’s sermon title is “Plant the
Seeds.” Planting the seeds is what Jesus’
followers do. Jesus plants the seeds of
God’s love in each of us and we in turn
share the love of the Lord with others.

Our Sunday School children and
young people in church are some of the
most important mustard seeds that we
have. We are charged to help them grow
in faith. We believe that God will bear
great fruit through the lives of these
children and young people. We give
thanks to Julia Chick for teaching them
and everyone who cares for our young
people and helps them grow in faith.

Planting the seeds does not mean
what we do only for our children. I
believe everything we do for God’s
kingdom i1s planting the seeds. Look at
where you are sitting now. The church
lawn was not like this five years ago
when Christine & [ came. But now our
church lawn is so beautiful. Our Trustees,
especially Bill Cifrino and many
members planted the seeds of love.
Galatians 6:7 says, “Do not be deceived;
God is not mocked, for you reap
whatever you sow.” We can’t expect
fruits without planting the seeds. It is a
natural law to reap what we sow.
Everything we do for our family, for our
church, for our neighbors is planting the
seeds of God’s love.

May God bless and help each of us
to grow as mustard seeds so that we may
impact others and transform the world for
the glory of Jesus. Amen.
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