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Isaiah 6:1-8
In the year that King Uzziah died, |
saw the Lord sitting on a throne,
high and lofty,; and the hem of his
robe filled the temple. 2 Seraphs
were in attendance above him,; each
had six wings: with two they
covered their faces, and with two
they covered their feet, and with
two they flew. 3 And one called to
another and said: “Holy, holy, holy
is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth
is full of his glory.”
4 The pivots on the thresholds
shook at the voices of those who
called, and the house filled with
smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe is me! [
am lost, for I am a man of unclean
lips, and I live among a people of
unclean lips, yet my eyes have seen
the King, the Lord of hosts!”
6 Then one of the seraphs flew to
me, holding a live coal that had
been taken from the altar with a
pair of tongs. 7 The seraph touched
my mouth with it and said: “Now
that this has touched your lips, your
guilt has departed and your sin is
blotted out.” 8 Then I heard the
voice of the Lord saying, “Whom
shall I send, and who will go for
us?” And I said, “Here am I; send
me!

1. Trinity Sunday

Today is Trinity Sunday. Trinity
Sunday is the first Sunday after Pentecost
in the Christian calendar. On Trinity
Sunday, Christians celebrate the Christian
doctrine of the Trinity. The doctrine of
the Trinity is one of the central Christian
affirmations about God. How would you
explain what the Trinity is to a non-
Christian? The doctrine of Trinity says
that there is one God and in this one God
there are three Divine Persons: the Father
God, the Son God, the Holy Spirit God.
There aren’t three gods, but one.

How can we make sense of the
Trinity? There isn’t an exact science we
can use to explain the Trinity. Often
times, we use the words mystery or
beyond our comprehension to describe
the Trinity. Many Christines believe in
the Trinity. Some do not. Why then do we
believe and teach the doctrine of the
Trinity? It is because without
understanding the Trinity, we can’t
explain the relationship between God the
creator, the Son our Savior, and the Holy
Spirit our helper. Isaiah 6:1-8 is one of



the scriptures that teaches us about the
Trinity.

2. Isaiah’s Temple Vision

Isaiah 6:1 and the following tells
us that Isaiah had a vision of the Lord in
the temple. The Lord is sitting on a
throne attended by winged creatures
called seraphs. These winged creatures
sing the hymn of God’s holiness. “Holy,
holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole
earth is full of his glory.”

The term “holy” is used more than
600 times in the Bible. It means someone
or something to “set apart” from all else.
So the holiness of God refers to His being
“set apart” or distinct from all of creation.

The phrase “holy, holy, holy” is
found twice in the Bible, once here in
Isaiah 6:3 and once in Revelation 4:8.
The phrase is spoken by heavenly beings
to Isaiah and John receiving revelation
from God both times. What does the
phrase “holy, holy, holy” mean?
Repeating a word “holy” three
consecutive times indicates that God is
extremely holy. The phrase “holy, holy,
holy” points out the supreme holiness of
God. Throughout church history the triple
repetition of the holiness of God in Isaiah
6:1-8 has been understood as connected
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with the doctrine of the Trinity.

3. The Trinity in the Bible

Some may ask whether the term
“trinity” is found in the Bible. What do
you think? The terminology of “trinity”
doesn’t come up in the Bible. However,
for the earliest Christians, the Trinity
helped explain the relationship between
God the Father, Jesus the Messiah, and
the Holy Spirit our helper. In Matthew’s
Gospel and in Paul's letter, we see the
relationship of the three persons of the
Trinity.

The first reference to the Trinity is
at Jesus’ baptism. When Jesus was
baptized, “he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove... and a voice
from heaven says, “This is my
Son, whom I love” (Matthew 3:16-17).
Second reference is right before Jesus’
ascension. He says to the disciples, “Go
therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). Third, we
see in the apostolic benediction: “The
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love
of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all” (2 Corinthians
13:13).




Although we take the Trinity for
granted today, one of the biggest
challenges of the Trinity was the
contradiction with the monotheism in the

Old Testament: “Hear, O Israel: The
Lord our God is one Lord”
(Deuteronomy 6:4). For earliest followers
of Jesus, the question was if God is one,
then who was Jesus? Jesus was born a
man as the son of Mary, but Jesus was
also seen as divine as well. Why was
Jesus seen as divine? It is because there
would be no way to explain the many
miracles that Jesus performed throughout
his ministry if he was just human. John
1:1 also says, “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God.” Jesus as the Word
was interpreted as divine in John’s
Gospel.

4. Isaiah’s Response

Let us go back to Isaiah 6. How
does Isaiah respond to the vision of God’s
holiness and glory? Isaiah says, “Woe is
me! I am lost, for I am a man of
unclean lips, and I live among a people
of unclean lips” (verse 5). In Isaiah
chapter 5, Isaiah says, “Woe to the
Israelites.” But now he says, “woe is
me.” After seeing the Lord and listening
to the praise of the angels, Isaiah realizes
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that he is unclean before the Lord. When
Isaiah’s lips are touched by one of the
heavenly beings, Isaiah is told that his
sins are forgiven.

The forgiveness of Isaiah’ sins
reminds us of the forgiveness of our sins
through Jesus Christ. Ephesians 1:7 says,
“In him we have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace.” St.
Paul says that through Jesus’ death on the
cross, we are all forgiven.

After Isaiah is cleansed, the Lord
asks, “Whom shall I send, and who will
go for us? ” Isaiah says, “Here am I; send
me!” Isaiah knows that the entire nation
needs God’s forgiveness and Isaiah
responds that he is willingly to serve the
Lord by saying “Here am I; send me.”
Isaiah’s response to God’s ministry is the
work of the Holy Spirit. Ephesians 3:16
says, “I pray that out of his glorious
riches he may strengthen you with
power through his Spirit in your inner
being.” The Holy Spirit empowers Isaiah
and us to do God’s mission.

5. Conclusion

Why is the vision of the Lord
important to Isaiah and the Israelites?
Isaiah chapter 6 tells us that Isaiah
received a powerful vision in the temple
during the reign of King Uzziah. King
Uzziah was a very faithful servant of God
who reigned Israel for 52 years and
people felt secure under his leadership.
When the king died, there was a panic
among the people. People worried about
the future of Israel. This is when the Lord
showed Isaiah a vision. Isaiah was



terrified and ashamed when he
experienced the holiness of the Lord.
When Isaiah’s sins are forgiven through
the touch of the heavenly being, he is so
grateful for God’s grace. When the Lord
asks who would go with this message of
God’s forgiveness, Isaiah says, “Here am
I, send me.”

The doctrine of the Holy Trinity
tells us that holy God came to meet his
people as God the Creator, as Jesus the
Savior, and as the Holy Spirit, the helper
or intercessor and calls us to share the
good news of his forgiveness and love.

The doctrine of the Trinity helps us
to remember that we are created by God,
our sins are forgiven by Jesus, and the
Holy Spirit gives us the ability to go into
the world and do God’s work on the
earth.

6. Application

Have you experienced the triune
God? I am sure many of you have
wonderful memories of Sandra Knight. I
would appreciate it, if you send your
thoughts and reflections on her to the
church office by Tuesday. As we are
going to celebrate her life this Wednesday
morning, | reflect on her faith journey.
Even though she was struggling to fight
with cancer, she was faithful to join us for
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choir and Sunday worship service. She
felt sorry that she could not do more for
the Lord and for our church.

We remember that she often shared
with us her frustration with her children.
However, when Christine and I visited
her at the hospital a few weeks ago, all of
her children including her ex-husband
were with Sandra. We knew they were
reconciled and filled with love one
another. Certainly Sandra knew how
much God had loved her, forgiven her,
and empowered her as God’s precious
daughter.

We felt that she was filled with
thankfulness to the Father God, Jesus
Christ her savior, and the Holy Spirit her
helper. She would say to the Lord as St.
Paul said, “I have fought the good fight.
I have finished the race. I have kept the
faith.” 1 am sure that she has experienced
the triune God. So she would praise the
Lord singing “holy, holy, holy Lord God
Almighty! Early in the morning our song
shall rise to thee.” Amen.
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