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“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it 
filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, 
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All of them were 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave 
them ability. 5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living 
in Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because 
each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7 Amazed and 
astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how 
is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to 
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—
in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12 All 
were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 

13 But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 14 But Peter, 
standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and 
all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 

15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the 
morning. 16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 17 ‘In the last 
days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your 
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and 
your old men shall dream dreams.18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 19 And I will show 
portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and 
smoky mist. 20 The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before 
the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21 Then everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Acts 2:1-21).


Topic: Power of words


Christians celebrate the ripe harvest of souls and the giving of the law of the New 
Covenant, the law of love written on people’s hearts.


Scripture: Acts 2:1-21. The story of Pentecost   

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart be acceptable unto Thee O 
Lord, our strength and our redeemer.  AMEN.     In today’s scripture we heard the story 
of Pentecost.  The word “Pentecost” comes from the Greek  meaning “fifty”.  It grew out 
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of the Jewish Festival of Weeks that starts 50 days after Passover. This feast began as 
a  Harvest Festival in which processions of worshipers brought baskets of their first fruits 
to the temple as a thank offering for the harvest. Think Thanksgiving day.

 In later Judaism (two centuries before Christ) the Jews added  a Torah Festival.  Seven 
weeks after the Passover Sabbath they celebrated the giving of the Law at Sinai.  Now for 
the Jewish people it is the celebration of harvest AND the giving of the law -renamed 
the Festival of Weeks.

For Christians, who have the law written on their hearts,  Pentecost is a Spirit Festival. 
Seven weeks after Jesus died and rose from the dead, God breathed the fire of His Spirit 
upon His Church. This is the fulfillment of the Harvest festival : fifty days after the 
promised Seed that had been buried in the ground sprouted to life, there was a harvest of 
believers. This is also the fulfillment of the Torah feast : Jesus provided a new covenant. 
Fifty days after Easter we celebrate Pentecost as the Church's birthday – the result of the 
gift of the Holy Spirit and Christ’s command to spread the gospel of the new covenant to 
all nations.

The color of Pentecost is RED, to remind us of Pentecostal fire, the fire of Jesus'  love 
burning in the Holy Spirit and given to believers. You are all familiar with the flame 
depicted on the Methodist logo. it represents the Holy Spirit. On Pentecost, God filled the 
disciples with the Holy Spirit that they might glorify him and spread the story of Jesus’ 
resurrection to the world.  Their preaching was so powerful that day that it transcended 
all language barriers and thousands were brought to Christ. I’m calling this the Fire 
Factor: the degree of saturation with the Holy Spirit as measured by the ability to 
produce noticeable results in one’s own life and the lives of others around them.  It was 
the fire factor that changed the speech of a simple fisherman into an international 
phenomenon.  The fire of the Holy Spirit was so strong in the disciples that it amped up 
Peter’s words into a heart-changing force for thousands of people he didn’t even know 
personally. What is YOUR  fire factor? 
Some of you may be thinking – Why look at me? I’m no preacher.

Well, I’ll tell you. But first let me ask a more basic question…Are you plugged into the 
Holy Spirit? Do you hear that inner voice that flows from Jesus thru the Holy Spirit direct 
to you?  Is the Spirit of God present in your thoughts and in your words? Words are 
powerful things. Too few people realize that their words are linked to the health of their 
mind their body and their spirit. It shouldn’t surprise you. We are made in God’s image. 
And we all recognize the power of God’s word.


How God uses Words:

Throughout the Bible we have multiple examples of how God sends his word through 
messengers, such as the prophets Daniel, Ezekiel, Isaiah and others. 

A. From reading the book of Genesis we know that in the beginning was the Word and 
the word was with God and the word was God. Then God spoke and life was created. 
God’s word is so powerful.
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B. In the book of Ezekiel we can read how God asked the prophet to prophesy to old 
bones scattered in the desert. Then God used Ezekiel’s words to bring life to those dry, 
dead bones. Ez. 37:10 -“So I spoke the message as he commanded me, and breath came 
into their bodies. They all came to life….”


1. As the Bible tells us, no matter how dead we are with sin, God’s word can bring us 
back to life, can lead us to be filled with the Holy spirit.


C. In our scripture reading we saw how the Holy Spirit entered the apostles during 
Pentecost and changed the words spoken by these ordinary men into something very 
powerful.  They were able to speak in tongues. 
 Although they had been studying the faith and listening to the words of Jesus for 3 years, 
they were suddenly imbued with a power and magnetism, they didn’t have before. They 
became supremely confident in the Lord. Their words acquired new power as their minds 
and spirits were transformed. That’s what a strong fire factor can do.


How We Use our Words

a. What do people see and hear from you? How much firepower is in your words? 
Is the love of Jesus conveyed through your words? Neuroscientists have found 
that loving words help heal emotional and even physical pain and rewire neurons 
in the brain.  They trigger positive energy changes in our cells.  When we talk to 
God, whether in prayer or just in conversation, we are strengthening the spirit 
connection that was created when we came to Christ.  We are walking in the Spirit 
as God intended.  We are sending positive energy into our bodies.  When we don’t 
trust God and don’t turn to him, but instead worry and complain to friends and let 
negative thoughts consume us, we grieve the Holy Spirit and send harmful energy 
into our cells.  Our fire factor sinks to zero.  When you catch yourself doing this, 
stop, repent and pray to the Holy Spirit. The way to heaven is through a right 
relationship with God.  We are made right with God by believing in him with all 
our heart, even when we can’t feel his presence. But we need to take that 
belief,  that thought, and speak it aloud to complete our transformation. Paul tells 
us in his letter to the Romans in chapter 10:9-13 (NLT) that the words we speak 
will determine our destiny. "If you CONFESS with your mouth that Jesus is Lord 
and BELIEVE in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be 
saved. For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it 
is by confessing with your mouth that you are saved.”.


We are made to talk. As the Scriptures tell us, "Everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be saved."

b. We are saved! That is saved from sin and death, by confessing with our words that 
Jesus is Lord.  It is through our words, not our works, that we are saved.  Our 
words are to glorify God and his only son Jesus.  Our words are to spread the Good 
News that Jesus is the son of God and that he lives, now and always. Our words ought 
to demonstrate the changed nature of our souls. We shouldn’t sound like everyone 
else.  If Jesus picked up your smart phone and read all your emails and texts, would 
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he be proud of you? Would he notice a high fire factor? Or would he be embarrassed 
that you’re calling yourself a Christian?   ALL our speech should be filled with the 
love of Jesus.  Even when correcting others, we acknowledge the grace of God 
toward our sin. Our words are offered in love.  And sometimes, when we are annoyed 
or impatient we listen to the wisdom of the Holy Spirit and keep our mouths shut. Let 
the fire of the Holy Spirit burn away any negative thoughts that weaken us. Let it 
renew our minds.  Let the wind of the Holy Spirit blow godly thoughts into us. 

c. Thoughts that are spoken take on a new level of life. They create a more lasting 
impression in the brain. This impression becomes even deeper when the speaking 
takes place during intense emotion . Words can be turned into conviction with 
sufficient repetition.  Consider the psalms with their repetitive refrains:  “Praise the 
Lord for His mercy endures forever.” Psalm 136 repeats this 26 times.  Whenever a 
whiny or complaining thought pops into your head, swap it out immediately for a 
refrain like this.  John Wesley said, “They who "walk after the Spirit," are also led by 
him into all holiness of conversation. Their "speech is always in grace, seasoned with 
salt"; with the love and fear of God. "No corrupt communication comes out of their 
mouth; but only that which is good," that which is "to the use of edifying," which is 
fit “ to minister grace to the hearers."  I put this saying on my wall when I was 
teaching.  I should have tattooed it on my wrist, since the wall wasn’t always in 
sight.  Still, we know right after we make that sarcastic remark that it isn’t what Jesus 
would want, don’t we?


Death and life are in the power of the tongue.

After Pentecost, the disciples were filled with joy and gratitude. Paul felt 

privileged to have been given the job of explaining God’s plan for the salvation of the 
world to the Gentiles, who previously had been looked down upon as uncircumcised 
and unworthy.  He used himself as an example of how powerfully God’s words could 
change someone. As God spoke to him, so he then spoke to others to change their 
lives, to set their feet on the right path.  He was constantly praising the Lord. He 
testified to the power of the Holy Spirit to change people, to uplift them. Our words 
can help others to change.  Do we not want people to turn closer to God and away 
from a world that denies his existence?  Our words are powerful when they testify to 
all God has done for us. Our words are powerful when we praise God for the miracles 
in our lives, rather than bragging on we’ve done.  For as you know, we do nothing 
without his grace.  Our words can change lives.  What better use of the tongue is there 
as the end times grow near?  St Paul regularly asked his churches to pray for him, 
asking the Holy Spirit to give him the right words to boldly explain God’s mysterious 
plan that the Good News is for Jews and Gentiles alike. [Eph.6 : 18]. Paul’s influence 
with the Gentiles, a group who had no appreciation of his status as a Pharisee, was 
solely due to his fire factor – his constant communication with the Holy Spirit.
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2. Proverbs 18:21 says that “the tongue has the power of life and death, and those 
who love it will eat its fruit” meaning those who delight in speaking will reap the 
consequences of what they say… Wise is the person who uses their tongue to 
encourage and build up others.  Woe to those who carry gossip and slander others- 
they will find themselves without true friends. In Matthew 12:36 Jesus says, “I tell 
you, on the day of judgment you will have to give an account for every careless 
word  you utter for by your words you will be justified or by your words you 
will be condemned.”  Yikes!  The Bible warns us of the unpleasant fate awaiting 
those who criticize others, who spread dissent  and lie, yet today’s culture dotes on 
twitter & its gossip, our politicians are trying to divide us by our voting record and 
the color of our skin, and our news media has made lying an art form. With so few 
good examples to follow we must be constantly wary of what comes out of our 
mouths. Especially when we’re having a bad day. How easy it would be to complain 
and drag others down with us. Don’t open your mouth and give the devil an 
opportunity. Still there are times when we find it hard to cope. Copy Jesus. When 
Jesus in John 14 was close to the cross, he chose not to speak to his disciples. He 
wouldn’t open his mouth while he was troubled and feeling emotional. Instead he 
poured out his heart  to God.  Paul tells us to look at troubles as an opportunity to 
suffer like Christ. Praise God for strengthening you.  God can help us tame our 
negative emotions and reign in our tongues. When feeling down or oppressed, 
find something you can be thankful for.  Use your mouth to glorify God in your 
trouble. This stops the downward spiral. And then find some way you can uplift 
someone else – perhaps writing a note or making a phone call.  Compliment 
someone.  Ask someone if you could pray for them. Brain research has shown that 
the positive emotion you get from helping someone else can make positive physical 
changes in your brain and in your body. (Dr Carolyn Leaf).  And of course, pray. 

a. Our words have tremendous power when they are used in prayer. The scripture 
says, “Ask and it shall be given unto you”. The commandment says ‘love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute you’.  Prayer is a powerful force. It is a 
direct link to the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Don’t worry if your prayers are 
not eloquent.  Paul says in Romans 8:26, “The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we 
do not know how we should pray, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with 
inexpressible groanings.”  God knows our limitations and he can use them to glorify 
Himself.  To fulfill God’s purpose for our lives, we may be called upon to say or do 
something we have no expertise for, no idea how to make it happen. Only the Holy 
Spirit gives the ability for this kind of work. To tap into the power of the Spirit you 
have to spend time in the spirit: thanksgiving, praise and prayer must be part of your 
daily routine. Talk to God, or cry to Him or yell at Him.  In times of distress our 
disjointed words may be lightning rods for the Holy Spirit to come to our aid or to the 
aid of others.
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CONCLUSION

1. The miracle of Pentecost was that the disciples were transformed from 
dispirited, fearful, and frustrated men into powerful preachers, aflame with a 
passion for Christ and the Good News. The fire of the Spirit erased their fears 
and focused their minds. Pray that each one of us may be filled with the Holy 
Spirit, and show it in all our words and actions.  Let’s raise our fire factor. 
Let’s kindle a blaze of spiritual energy that transforms our families and our 
community.  Our God is powerful. He made us in His image and put His Spirit 
in our hearts. Our words should be life-giving if we are indeed inhabited by the 
same Spirit which raised Jesus from the dead, and filled the disciples at 
Pentecost. Fan the flame every day with prayer and praise so that your tongues 
may glorify God who made us. Let us focus on using our words as Jesus would 
– because you know, He reads every text you send and listens in on all your 
conversations.  Ask the Holy Spirit to amp up the volume so you can hear Jesus 
more clearly and see if you notice the difference in what comes out of your 
mouth.   May the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts be 
acceptable unto Thee O Lord, our strength and our redeemer.  Amen
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