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Acts 1:1-11

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all
that Jesus did and taught from the

beginning until the day when he was taken up to
heaven, after giving instructions through the
Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had

chosen. After his suffering he presented himself
alive to them by many convincing proofs,
appearing to them during forty days and
speaking about the kingdom of God. While
staying with them, he ordered them not to leave
Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of
the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have
heard from me, for John baptized with water, but
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not
many days from now.” So when they had come
together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He
replied, “It is not for you to know the times or
periods that the Father has set by his own
authority. But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he
had said this, as they were watching, he was
lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their
sight. While he was going and they were gazing
up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white
robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee,
why do you stand looking up toward heaven?
This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw
him go into heaven.

1. The Power of Vaccines

The CDC
announced this
past week that
fully vaccinated
people don’t need
to wear a mask or

physically distance
during outdoor or indoor
activities. The CDC reports that
fully vaccinated people have
virtually no risk of spreading or
contracting COVID. Although
people are still recommended to
wear masks while at hospitals,
nursing homes and prisons, it is an
exciting news for all of us.

There are thousands of
doctors, researchers, and
manufacturers who have spent
countless hours to get us to this
point. We are thankful for their
efforts. From 2010 to 2015, these
vaccines have helped prevent over
10 million deaths and have saved
countless others from contracting
serious disease.

Yes, vaccines are so powerful
that they can save many lives in
the world. But the Holy Spirit
transcends all other power. We
need vaccines, but we need more
the power of the Holy Spirit to
fulfill God’s purpose in the world



and to help others encounter our loving
Savior, Jesus.

2. Ascension Sunday

This Sunday in the
Christian calendar is
Ascension Sunday. This
year on May 10th, we
celebrate Ascension day.
Many churches celebrate
the Sunday after as Ascension Sunday.
According to Luke 24:50-53, Jesus and
his disciples go to the Mount of Olives
near Jerusalem 40 days after Jesus’
resurrection. Jesus is taken up to heaven
there. Acts 1 tells us what happens right
before Jesus’ ascension.

In verses 4 & 5, Jesus says to the
disciples, “do not leave Jerusalem, but
wait there for the promise of the Father.
“This,” he said, “is what you have heard
from me; for John baptized with water,
but you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit not many days from now.” The
disciples had planned to return to Galilee,
their hometown. The disciples knew there
would be persecution for the followers of
Jesus where they were in Jerusalem. But
Jesus tells the disciples to wait where
they are for the promise of the Lord.

What is the promise of the Father?
Ezekiel 39:29 says, “I will never again
hide my face from them, when I pour
out my spirit upon the house of Israel.”
The Lord promises to pour out his Spirit
on his people. In John 14:16, Jesus also
promises them, “I will ask the Father,
and he will give you another Advocate,
to be with you forever.” When John
baptizes the people, he says, “I baptize
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you with water for repentance, but one
who is more powerful than I is coming
after me. ... He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fire” (Matthew 3:11).

What does it mean to be baptized
by the Holy Spirit? The term “baptize”
means to immerse. Baptizing with the
Holy Spirit would mean for a person to
be immersed in the Holy Spirit. A person
baptized by the Holy Spirit is someone
who is led and controlled by the Holy
Spirit.

It is likely that the disciples didn’t
understand the significance of being
baptized with the Holy Spirit. In verse 6,
the disciples ask Jesus, “Lord, is this the
time when you will restore the kingdom
to Israel?” Jesus replied, “It is not for
you to know the times or periods that the
Father has set by his own authority. But
you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you; and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of
the earth.” The disciples were more
interested in when Jesus would restore
God’s kingdom rather than witnessing to
the resurrection of Jesus through the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

The disciples would have believed
that Jesus’ resurrection as the Messiah
would mean the time for thee restoration
of God’s kingdom. Yet Jesus reminds the
disciples that the timing of God’s
kingdom is in God’s hand. The focus of
the disciples was to witness to Jesus
when the Holy Spirit would come to
them. 10 days after Jesus’ ascension, on
the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit is
poured out on the disciples. The disciples



are filled with the presence and power of
the Holy Spirit. They go out and proclaim
the resurrection of Jesus to the world
without any fear.

3. Baptism with the Spirit

Are we
baptized with the
Holy Spirit? If we
are baptized with the
Holy Spirit, do we
experience the power
of the Holy Spirit? In
the Gospel of Luke, the term that is used
for power is “dunamis.” This is the same
root for where we get the terms dynamic
or dynamite. The power of the Holy
Spirit is a type of superpower that
transcends our imagination.

Peter’s first sermon on the day of
Pentecost is one example of this kind of
superpower. When Peter preached to the
crowd, 3,000 people came to Christ.
When the evangelist Billy Graham
preached in Korea many years ago, over
one million people came to the capital in
Seoul to hear the message of the gospel
of Jesus. I was one of the people who was
in the crowd. Their proclamation of the
good news of Jesus was possible only
through the power of the Holy Spirit.

If we don’t have this power, does it
mean that we are not baptized by the
Holy Spirit? Can we be Christians
without the power of the Holy Spirit? It
can be tempting to believe that we can
become Christians without the power of
the Holy Spirit. However, to be Christian,
we say that we believe what the Bible
says about Jesus including his virgin
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birth, healing, ability to feed five
thousand, his resurrection and his
ascension.

These aspects of the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus transcend human
understanding. Without some kind of
intervention, genuinely believing in all
these aspects about Jesus is unthinkable.
Non-believers can’t believe in these
aspects of Jesus. Now when we think
about it, was it possible for you and me to
become followers of Jesus without the
power of the Holy Spirit? The answer is
no.

Paul says in Romans 8:9, “Anyone
who does not have the Spirit of Christ
does not belong to him.” Paul tells us
that it is impossible for us to become
Christians and followers of Jesus without
the intervention of the Holy Spirit.

Just like becoming a follower of
Jesus, we all need the power of the Holy
Spirit to help others meet Jesus through
us. Our lives are channels of God’s
supernatural power that manifests in the
things we do and say. Christians manifest
the power of God in their lives. When [
prepare a sermon I experience the power
of the Holy Spirit. I do not know what to
preach during the early days of the week.
But when I am about to preach, I know
that the Holy Spirit sends me the words to
preach.

4. Waiting for Power

According to the Acts of the
Apostles chapter one, the disciples and
other followers of Jesus waited 10 days
for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
Next Sunday is Pentecost. On Pentecost,



we remember the coming of the Holy
Spirit on the disciples and on us.

5. Conclusion

Why did Jesus tell the disciples to
wait for the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit? It is because Jesus gave the
disciples the great commission: “go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you.” When Jesus ascended,
the mission of Jesus has been handed to
the disciples. Jesus knew the disciples
would not be able to accomplish this
mission alone. The disciples and you and
I need the power of the Holy Spirit in
order to be followers of Jesus & live out
the Great Commission.

6. Application

The Holy Spirit was poured out on
the disciples and those came to Christ on
Pentecost. The outpouring of the Holy
Spirit gave birth to the church and
sustains her and us still today. The power
of the Holy Spirit does not give us always
a strong image of power. The Holy Spirit
also acts as comforter, advocate, or
helper. The role of the Holy Spirit is like
the mother of children. I am sure that
Sandra Knight’s family would experience
comfort from the Holy Spirit this
morning.

Let me share with you how the
Holy Spirit guided me. Before coming to
Swift Memorial Church, I read the church
profile. It read, “we are a church in need
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of a leader who will help us go out into
the community and be more involved
and will help us do more outreach.”
When Methodist pastors learn the
Bishop’s appointment, it is not easy to
discern whether the church the District
Superintendent introduces is the church
he or she has to serve. But when I read
the description of the church, the Holy
Spirit told me to serve Swift Memorial.

Do you experience the power of the
Holy Spirit in
our church? Our
church is now
involved in 13
outreach
programs. We
also participate
in the New England Conference’ mission
programs. All of this is only possible
because of the power of the Holy Spirit,
empowering every single person with
God’s supernatural power. Through our
outreach ministry we give our neighbors
comfort, hope, and amazing love of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

We praise the Lord for sending us
the Holy Spirit and give thanks that each
of us is empowered by the Holy Spirit.
We are grateful that each of us is called to
serve in God’s mission here at Swift
Memorial and for the world. John 15:7
says, “If you abide in me, and my words
abide in you, ask for whatever you wish,
and it will be done for you.” Jesus
promises if we ask for whatever we wish,
it will be done for us. Would you like to
experience such a wonderful power of the
Holy Spirit in our daily lives? Ask, then it
will be given. Amen.
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