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Psalm 98:1-9

O sing to the Lord a new song,
for he has done marvelous
things. His right hand and his
holy arm have gotten him
victory. 2 The Lord has made
known his victory; he has
revealed his vindication in the
sight of the nations. 3 He has
remembered his steadfast love
and faithfulness to the house of
Israel. All the ends of the earth
have seen the victory of our
God. 4 Make a joyful noise to
the Lord, all the earth; break
forth into joyous song and sing
praises. 5 Sing praises to the
Lord with the lyre, with the lyre
and the sound of melody.

¢ With trumpets and the sound
of the horn make a joyful noise
before the King, the Lord. 7 Let
the sea roar, and all that fills
it; the world and those who
live in it. 8 Let the floods clap
their hands, let the hills sing
together for joy ? at the
presence of the Lord, for he is
coming to judge the earth. He
will judge the world with
righteousness, and the peoples
with equity

1.Happy Mother’s Day

WAPP,

This Sunday is Mother’s Day.
Happy Mother’s Day! I am grateful for all
the mothers including my mother, my
wife, and a new mother, my daughter-in-
law this Mother’s Day.

Although it has been many years, |
can still remember when I was young and
my mother invited my friend and his
siblings to share breakfast together. My
mom learned that they ran out of food. My
mother showed me the importance of
loving our neighbors.

Another person I am thankful for is
the wife of my pastor when I was younger.
She helped me to discern God’s call when
I felt called into ordained ministry and
helped me to pursue becoming a pastor.

As we celebrate Mother’s Day, we
honor our mothers, grandmothers, and all
the women who have had a big impact on
our lives. We reflect on the love of God
that we experience through these women.
And we express our love and thanks to
these women and to God. How can we
express our thanks to the most grateful
people and to the Lord? There are many
ways. Let us learn a way from a psalmist.



2. The Psalmist Call

Psalm 98:1 says, “O sing to
the Lord a new song, for he has
done marvelous things. His right
hand and his holy arm have gotten
him victory.” We don’t know why
the psalmist writes Psalm 98, but we
know from the passage that the
author is excited about what God
has done for the Israelites. He calls
them and us to sing to the Lord a
new song. He calls the Israelites to
praise the Lord for the marvelous
things God has done.

What are the marvelous
things that God has done? God
delivered the Israelites from their
enemies. The image of God’s “right
hand” symbolizes God’s almighty
power. The term “victory” means
deliverance or salvation. The
psalmist invites the people to sing to
the Lord because God has provided
salvation through his almighty
power.

God’s salvation is possible
because of God’s loyal love and
faithfulness towards his people. God
never forgets his covenant with his
people. The writer of Psalm 98
praises the Lord because God has
made his faithfulness to Israel
known to the Gentiles. The psalmist
1s grateful for God’s amazing love.

In verse 4 and the following,
the psalmist progressively extends
the call to wider audiences. He calls
the people to sing a new song with
voices and various musical
instruments such as lyre, trumpets,
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and horns before the Lord. Then he calls
even nature like the sea, rivers, and
mountains to resound and rejoice together.
Can we imagine rivers clapping their
hands and mountains singing for joy? The
psalmist uses this image to express the
extent of the marvelous things God has
done for his people.

The psalmist invites the whole
world to praise the Lord. Can you imagine
what kind of chorus would look like?
Imagine humans, animals, birds, fish,
trees, canals, and all things in the world,
singing praises to the Lord. This is the
excitement that the psalmist has for God’s
faithfulness towards his people.

3.Sing a New Song

We learn from the Bible that when
the Israelites celebrate God’s mighty acts
they write a new song. A good example
can be found in Exodus chapter 15. After
the Israelites crossed the Red Sea, Moses
wrote a song to commemorate God’s
victory over the Pharaoh and his army.
Moses and the Israelites sang to the Lord,
“I will sing to the Lord, for he has
triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he
has thrown into the sea. The Lord is my
strength and my might, and he has
become my salvation” (verses 1 & 2). By
singing a new song, Moses and the
Israelites expressed their love and thanks
to the Lord.

Another example is found in 1
Samuel chapter 2. When Hannah'’s prayer
for a son was answered, Hannah sang a
new song. “My heart exults in
the Lord; my strength is exalted in my
God. My mouth derides my



enemies, because I rejoice in

my victory” (verse 1). Hannah
expresses her thanks to the Lord for
answering her prayer for a son.

All the songs in the hymnals
are new songs to celebrate God’s
steadfast love and his faithfulness to
his people. The writers of songs
express their thankfulness to the
Lord. Throughout history there were
many hymn writers. Charles Wesley
and Fanny Crosby wrote over 6,500
hymns and 8,000 hymns and gospel
songs, respectively. These hymns
and gospel songs were their new
songs that they praised the Lord for
the marvelous things God had done
for them. We might think their
hymns and songs are old songs for
us. However, they can be new songs
when their songs touch our hearts
and remind us of what God has done
for us.

Lamentations 3:22-23 says,
“The steadfast love of the Lord
never ceases, his mercies never
come to an end; they are new every
morning.” Jeremiah affirms the
Israelites and us that God’s loyal
love never ends. God’s unfailing
love never runs out. God’s
covenantal love has no expiration
date. God’s steadfast love and
mercies are new every morning.
God offers a fresh supply of loyal
love every day to his covenant
people.

4.Amazing Grace
One of my favorite hymns is
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Amazing Grace. [ am sure many of you
like the hymn as well. When we
remember the story behind the hymn, we
are inspired and renewed by the song.

“Amazing grace how sweet the
sound that saved a wretch like me. I once
was lost, but now am found was blind but
now I see.” Amazing Grace was written
by John Newton in 1772. He was born in
1725 in Wapping, a London suburb. His
father was the commander of a merchant
ship that sailed in the Mediterranean. His
mother passed away when he was six
years old. At the age of eleven, John
began sailing on long voyages with his
father. After his father retired, he became
the captain of his own slave ship. On his
ship, the slaves brutally abused.

On a homeward voyage to England,
his ship was about to sink during a violent
storm. Newton prayed, “Lord, have mercy
upon me.” Newton used to be cynical
about Christianity. Yet God answered his
prayer and saved him. This was the
turning point of his life. This was when
John said grace began to work for him.
May 10th, 1748 was the day that he
accepted Jesus as the Lord and Savior.
Based upon the marvelous thing God had
done for him, he wrote “Amazing Grace.”
Later he became friends with George
Whitefield and John Wesley.




5.Conclusion

What marvelous things did
God do for you and me? Would we
like to sing a new song inviting not
only those we have known but also
everyone and the whole world? Or
do we feel that we need God’s right
judgement against our enemies?
God does not want us to be
discriminated or mistreated because
of our different backgrounds. Jesus
promises the disciples and us that he
would return and judge the world
with righteousness. We do not have
to stay sad or depressed because of
discrimination or mistreatment from
others. God knows everything that
happens to us and will make
everything right when Jesus returns
again. Therefore even before the
return of Jesus we can sing a new
song because his love and mercies
are new every morning.

6.Application

When I walk along the canal
in the morning, quite often I listen to
music. Songs inspire, refresh, and
help me to begin a new day with
excitement and a sense of
thankfulness. When I listen to
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hymns or gospel songs, [ am uplifted and
would like to praise the Lord for his
steadfast love. As John Newton sang, it is
certainly God’s amazing grace that [ am
here and serve you all.

My life’s dream is to proclaim the
good news of Jesus Christ like a song of
praise. I do not know when it is going to
happen. But I hope one day you feel like
you are listening to a gospel song when |
preach. Although it may not happen, I
would like to sing a new song in my heart
every day because God has done
marvelous things for me. His unfailing
love and mercies are new to me every day.
Amen.
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