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“While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and
said to them, “Peace be with you.” 3" They were startled and terrified, and
thought that they were seeing a ghost. * He said to them, “Why are you
frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 3° Look at my hands
and my feet; see that it is | myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not
have flesh and bones as you see that | have.” 4° And when he had said this,
he showed them his hands and his feet. ' While in their joy they were
disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here
to eat?” 2 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, #*and he took it and ate in
their presence. 44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that | spoke
to you while | was still with you-that everything written about me in the law
of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 4° Then he
opened their minds to understand the scriptures, ¢ and he said to them,
“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on
the third day, 4 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. ¥ You are
witnesses of these things.” (Luke 24:36-48).

1. How Important is the Witness in Court?

Have you ever been a witness in court or wedding? A witness in court
is a very important role. The person gives a testimony of important
information to discover the truth about a case. The judge and jury use the
witness testimony to make a final decision. The witness not only has an
impact in court but can also impact the lives of other people.

2. Jesus Appears to the Disciples

We see a collection of witnesses throughout the Bible. Right before
today’s story in Luke 24:13 through 34 we learn that on the road to
Emmaus, Jesus appears to his two disciples. The disciples do not
recognize the risen Jesus until Jesus breaks bread with them. As soon as
the disciples realize that their travel companion is the risen Jesus, Jesus
disappears, and they run directly to Jerusalem to tell the other disciples.

At the moment the resurrected Jesus visits the disciples, he says,
“‘Peace be with you.” Last Sunday, we learned that this was not an
ordinary Jewish greeting. These are words of comfort, courage, and hope.

Why would Jesus say this? It is because the disciples would have
believed that Jesus was a ghost. Jesus says, “Why are you frightened,



and why do doubts arise in your hearts? »Look at my hands and my
feet; see that it is | myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not
have flesh and bones as you see that | have” (Luke 24:38-39).

Jesus explains that he is in his resurrected body and shows his
hands and feet to the disciples. He invites them to touch his hands and feet
to see for themselves. Then he asks for food and eats it in their presence to
confirm that he is alive and not a ghost.

Jesus does this so that the disciples can be witnesses to Jesus’
resurrection. The resurrection of Jesus can’t be understood using human
wisdom. But for those who have seen the risen Jesus, the resurrection is
true and undeniable. The purpose of witnesses to the resurrection is not for
Jesus, but for those who are in fear, despair, and hopelessness. In order to
become a witness of Jesus, we need a personal experience of hearing and
seeing the miracles.

3. The Clergy Renewal Program

As Susan Scott, our lay leader, shared a few minutes ago, our church
is in the process of applying for a clergy renewal grant. This grant allows
churches to afford a temporary sabbatical opportunity for their pastors.
During the sabbatical, the pastor takes a temporary step back from the
daily duties of church to engage in a period of reflection and renewal.

Tomorrow evening, our District Superintendent Rev. David Calhoun
will chair a special church conference to gauge the support and approval
for the application.

Although part of this program is to visit my family in Korea, the main
purpose of this program is to be a passionate witness of Jesus Christ. My
wish is to be like St. Paul and John Wesley.

4. The Footsteps of Paul & John Wesley

Who was Paul? According to the Acts of the Apostles, Paul’s original
name was Saul. Saul was a persecutor of the followers of Jesus. But when
Saul encountered the risen Christ on the Damascus road, his life
completely changed. Saul changed his name from Saul to Paul and
became the most powerful preacher and teacher of the gospel of Jesus
Christ. He planted many churches throughout the world and led three
missionary journeys.

As part of the renewal, I’'m hoping to visit the areas impacted by Paul
when he preached the Gospel. We know that Paul influenced not only
people in first century, but also every one of us to become Christians today,
including myself.



Another person that | hope to spend time studying is John Wesley.
John Wesley is considered the founder of the Methodist movement in
England. During his time as a pastor, he rode 250,000 miles and preached
over 40,000 sermons. Sometimes, Wesley would preach 4 times a day. He
would get up at 4 am every day to seek God for the first four hours of the
day. | don’t think | will be able to live exactly like John Wesley, but | hope to
have the same kind of passion that John Wesley had for the Gospel of
Jesus. | hope | can be a passionate preacher like Paul and John Wesley.

5. The Fulfillment of God’s Plan

In verses 44-48, Luke tells us that Jesus helped the disciples not only
to see his physical resurrection, but also to open their spiritual eyes. Verses
46-47 says, “and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah
is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, wand that
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to
all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.”

After Jesus demonstrates his physical resurrection, Jesus also helps
the disciples to understand the scriptures about his suffering and
resurrection. Jesus stresses that everything prophesied in the Old
Testament about him was fulfilled. Therefore, the disciples proclaim that
every person is a sinner in need of repentance. And we receive God’s
forgiveness through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

6. Jesus Appears to the Disciples

According to Luke’s Gospel, this is the third appearance of Jesus
after his resurrection. Jesus invites the disciples to touch and see his
resurrected body. Jesus eats a piece of broiled fish in their presence to
confirm that he has a resurrected body. Then Jesus says to the disciples
that he wants the disciples and us to proclaim repentance and the
forgiveness of sins. Our mission is to receive God’s forgiveness and to
witness to others, so that they can experience the same kind of forgiveness
for themselves.

7. Application

I'd like to share my own story of how someone’s witness of Jesus
impacted my life. When | was in high school, | met a very faithful Christian
classmate. One day at the school library, | asked him why he went to
church. | can still remember his response. He said, “Yong Hwan, if you
believe in Jesus, your life will completely change. | can guarantee that you
will live a quiet different life.” | didn’t understand what he meant by this. But



that witness changed my life. God used my classmate to invite me to
Jesus. That one person introduced me to Jesus and changed the course of
my life forever.

Luke 24:36-48 is not just the story of when Jesus rose from the dead.
It is the story of how we all can deal with fear, despair, hopelessness, and
death. Last Thursday eight people were killed and seven were injured at
the FedEx warehouse in Indianapolis. Who can give the victim’s families
comfort, peace, and hope? Jesus would give them comfort, peace, and
hope. Jesus would give the hope of reunion with their loved ones.

If Jesus called us today to be his witness, what would we say?
Remember that a witness is a person who saw or heard the happening
take place directly and indirectly. Have you ever experienced the
resurrection of Jesus and his forgiveness?

May we all be able to experience God’s personal forgiveness and
everlasting love so that we can witness to others and that they may also
experience Jesus for themselves. Amen.



