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“When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of
James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint
him. 2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen,
they went to the tomb. 3 They had been saying to one another, “Who will
roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4 When they
looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been
rolled back. ° As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in
a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. ¢ But he said
to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who
was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place
they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of
you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” 8 So they went
out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and
they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.” (Mark 16:1-8).

1. Your Biggest Wish

If you had one wish today, what would you wish for? For me, I'd wish
to see my mother again. My mother passed away about ten years ago.
When she passed, | was very sad. | thought about her all the time for about
a week. One night, | saw my mom in a dream. She was feeding my
younger brother. When | woke up, | felt like she was still alive. | wasn’t sad
anymore.

| believe that God comforted me through that dream. Seeing my mom
again would be a dream come true. | can’t think of any better news than |
can see my mom.

2. The Resurrection of Jesus

Mark chapter 16 tells us about three women who heard the best news
ever. They are Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome.
Early in the morning on Sunday, the women visit Jesus’ tomb to anoint
Jesus’ body. By anointing his body, they wanted to express their love
toward Jesus. When they arrive, they discover the tomb is open, and
Jesus’ body is gone.

The women encounter a young man. He says, “Do not be alarmed;
you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He had
been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him”
(verse 6). The three women see for themselves the place Jesus was laid.



The young man is an angel. He tells them, “Go, tell his disciples and
Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him,
just as he told you.”

How would you feel if you were one of the three women? Would you
have believed what the angel said? Or would you be puzzled and wonder
where the body of Jesus went?

Verse 8 tells us about the three women’s response: “they went out
and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them.”
Mark tells us that “they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.”

3. The End of Mark’s Gospel

When you go home, look at your Bile to see whether your Bible may
have a note after verse 8. My Bible says, “The earliest manuscripts and
some other ancient witnesses do not have Mark 16:9-20.” This means that
verse 8 is the end of the earliest and most reliable Greek copies of Mark’s
Gospel.

Why do you think Mark did not write what we see in verse 9 through
207? Is it because Mark isn’'t aware of Jesus’ appearance to Mary
Magdalene or the disciples including Thomas or Jesus’ ascension?
Absolutely not.

Mark’s Gospel is the first Gospel written among the four Gospels.
Mark’s Gospel was written between AD 65 and 72. Mark’s Gospel is not the
first book written in the New Testament. The first book written in the New
Testament is 1 Thessalonians. It was written in AD 52 by Paul. When Mark
wrote his gospel, he would hear about 1 Thessalonians.

1 Thessalonians 4:14 says, “For since we believe that Jesus died
and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those
who have died.” There is no question that the author of Mark knew that
the early Christians believed not only in the resurrection of Jesus but also
in Jesus’ return. Mark also reminds us of what Jesus says to his disciples in
Mark 13:28, “after | am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” Mark
believed that Jesus had been raised up and Jesus would see the disciples
in Galilee. Why Galilee? That is the place where Jesus and his disciples
spent their time together for about three years. Jesus wants them to
continue what Jesus has been doing taking care of God’s people.

Why then do you think Mark stops at verse 87 It is because Mark
wants not his gospel that he wrote but his readers to be the evidence for
the resurrection of Jesus.

4. Evidence for the Resurrection of Jesus



Why does Mark feel this way? It is because there is much evidence
surrounding the resurrection of Jesus. One of the most important pieces of
evidence is the transformation of the disciples. The disciples were afraid
until they met Jesus in Galilee. After they met Jesus, the disciples became
bold preachers and died while preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

5. Resurrection is the core of Christianity

Jesus’ resurrection is at the very heart of Christianity. If there were no
resurrection of Jesus, there would be no church and no Sunday worship
service. The resurrection of Jesus teaches the disciples and followers of
Jesus that death is not the end of life journey. The resurrection of Jesus
reminds the disciples and us that God cares for his people, that God is
faithful, and that God is in charge of everything. So no matter what
happens we can trust God and have hope without any fear.

Thus, many missionaries would not be afraid of giving their lives for
Jesus. The missionary Ruby Kendrick was sent by the Methodist Episcopal
Church South to Korea in 1907. When she died at the age 25, she said, “If |
had a thousand lives to give, Korean should have them all.” If she did not
believe in the resurrection of Jesus, Ruby would not have gone to Korea to
preach the good news of Jesus. She believed that the resurrection of Jesus
was the best news that anyone could hear. She believed what Paul says in
Romans is true: “If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to
the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the
Lord’s” (14:8). She knew that death was not the end of her life. She
believed that she had the gift of eternal life in Jesus.

6. Conclusion

When we listen to the news through TV, radio, and newspapers, we
feel that there is more bad news than good news. The news of the
resurrection of Jesus is not just the good news. It is the best news that
everyone needs to hear.

7. Application

According to a CDC report, everyday 8,000 people die in the U.S.
Annually 3,000,000 people die. Because of the Covid-19, 554,000 died. |
wonder how many people believed in the resurrection of Jesus. Probably
this is the best opportunity for Christians to proclaim the resurrection of
Jesus Christ. We do not have to preach verbally. We just need to be
witnesses to the resurrection of Jesus Christ.



Two years ago, many of us enjoyed the singing of our choir, the
Easter cantata. This morning we don'’t have the Easter Cantata. However,
last Thursday, Friday and today, Erin, Cheryl and Ben have shown us that
three musicians can give thanks to Jesus for his sacrifice for us on the
cross and praise the resurrection of Jesus. Their witness is the best news
ever through music. Each of us can be evidence for the resurrection of
Jesus. Are we willing to be the evidence for the resurrection of Jesus so
that more people can hear and see the best news ever through us and
experience the everlasting love and forgiveness of our Lord, Jesus just as
we have? Amen.



