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“The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that 
Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of palm trees 
and went out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who 
comes in the name of the Lord-the King of Israel!” 14 Jesus found a young 
donkey and sat on it; as it is written: 15 “Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion. 
Look, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 16 His disciples did not 
understand these things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they 
remembered that these things had been written of him and had been done 
to him” (John 12:12-16). 
 
Introduction 
Lord, let the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart be 
acceptable in your sight. AMEN. 
Can you remember a day when you felt you were treated like a King? Like 
royalty? When complete strangers wished you well or celebrated your 
existence? For some it might have been your wedding day, or graduation, 
or when you took your stand at the starting line of the Boston Marathon? 
Remember the joy of the occasion – Cheering, smiling faces everywhere. 
Your social media lit up with positive comments. Perhaps your picture was 
all over Instagram and Snapchat. What a boost to your confidence~ All 
these people are expecting great things from you. But don’t let it go to your 
head, because adoration can become condemnation faster than you can 
say Hallelujah! 
  
Today’s scripture recounts Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem in just 
such a scene. People were cheering him and waving palm branches in 
exuberant celebration of his coming. The streets were crowded with 
travelers who had come for the Passover festival.  Many people had even 
followed Jesus up from Bethany, where he’d visited Lazarus and been 
anointed by Mary. The locals had been wondering if he’d show up, wanting 
to see for themselves this famous prophet who healed the blind and 
performed other miraculous signs.  When the word spread that he was 
coming, they gathered branches and prepared to welcome him like the king 
they hoped he was going to be.  They gave him their version of a ticker 
tape parade. 



Picture a scene similar to the Sox or the Patriots parades after they won 
the world championship! Cheering crowds filling the street, hanging out of 
windows, milling around everywhere! Through their midst come the smiling 
heroes of the day riding their duckboats. Well, it’s kind of hard to picture 
Jesus on a duckboat!  But if you imagine the crowds that show up for our 
championship parades you get a feel for the throngs that must have been 
in Jerusalem for Passover, and how happy the disciples must have felt to 
be part of the procession. They were probably thinking that a coronation 
would be imminent. 
  
On the other hand, you can guess how the chief priests must have felt as 
they observed the crowds at Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem during 
Passover week. They were NOT happy. This was their town!  This was 
THEIR event! (It would be like Donald Trump showing up at Nancy Pelosi’s 
cocktail party!) The scene infuriated them, and it also confirmed to them 
how difficult it would be to kill Jesus without causing a riot, or at the very 
least, turning the people against themselves. In verse 19 John confirms 
this, writing, “then the Pharisees said to one another, ‘You see that your 
efforts are futile. Look! The whole world has gone running after Him!” This 
procession was a real slap in the face to these men who thought they were 
in charge.  It’s interesting that Jesus, after months of telling those he 
healed “don’t tell anyone about this”. abandoned his desire for secrecy and 
openly accepted the adoration that’s been building for Him.  Jesus knows 
it’s time for the final act to start.  This hit parade won’t last. As much as 
Jesus loves people, they don’t impact his agenda. They’re not his source. 
To the disciples, the switch from top of the charts on Palm Sunday to death 
row 5 days later was surprising. It felt wrong! But If you read your Bible 
regularly, you know that none of this was unscripted.  It had all been 
planned hundreds of years earlier. It was foretold and foreshadowed 
throughout the Old Testament. 

i) Those of you who have listened carefully to the sermons these 
last few weeks may have noticed the key events from the old 
testament that foreshadow Passion Week. Ann told us about 
God’s destruction of the sinful world by the flood and the 
preservation of Noah’s family with the animals on the ark. That 
was Salvation story number one. God used the rainbow to 
symbolize his covenant with Noah (man). 
ii) Then two weeks ago Pastor told you about the bronze serpent 
used to save the Israelites from the fatal consequences of their sin 
against God in the wilderness. God had given them manna, bread 



from heaven, yet they were unimpressed and ungrateful, rebelling 
against God’s decisions. He sent poisonous snakes to kill them. 
Moses begged, God showed mercy, and the bronze serpent was 
created & lifted up on a pole so that whoever looked on it would 
not die from the snakebite. Salvation story number 
two.                      
iii) Today we celebrate the start of another salvation story. Instead 
of keeping our eyes trained on a bronze reptile, we focus them on 
Jesus. In John 12:32 Jesus referenced this symbolism himself, 
saying “And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
people to myself.” Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem is a 
foreshadowing of his triumph over sin and death, which he 
accomplished by his resurrection.  It is also a symbol of our 
triumphant entry into the New Jerusalem with Christ after the 
second coming.  Are you on the right road? 

b) Zechariah 9:9 is quoted in John 12:15: Your King is coming, 
seated on a donkey’s colt. 
No where else in the gospel do we hear of Jesus riding instead of 
walking. 

i) He didn’t sprain his ankle or get too tired to walk.  No This was 
Prophesy fulfilled- this was not a random act 
ii) You might remember that the colt he asked for had never been 
ridden. Why? This was a subtle reference to the Mosaic law that 
no cattle offered as a sacrifice could have been previously yoked. 
Some say it’s also an allusion to royalty & the rule that No one was 
allowed to ride the king’s horse.    
iii) It was common for worldly kings and conquerors to ride large, 
impressive horses, yet our new, humble & heavenly king chose a 
donkey. I wonder if the donkey enjoyed his brief hour of 
celebrity.  Imagine how many pictures of him would have showed 
up on Snapchat, Instagram and Facebook! 
iv) When Jesus comes again, we are told in Revelation 19 that he 
will be riding a white horse with the armies of heaven following him 
on more white horses. And on his robe and on his thigh will be 
inscribed, “King of kings and Lord of lords.”  I don’t think that 
entrance will go unnoticed either. The message then will be a 
stronger version of what Jesus told the crowd on Palm Sunday, 
when he said (v. 31) – Now is the judgment of this world; now the 
ruler of this world will be driven out.” 



v) If you had been in the crowd and heard this, surely you’d have 
thought Jesus meant he was driving Rome out, getting rid of King 
Herod. You might have felt the first touch of uncertainty when he 
said that the Son of Man must be lifted up.  Who? What’s 
that?  The Messiah is eternal according to the scripture. What are 
you talking about Jesus? And he didn’t give a plain answer, but 
told them to believe in the light so they could become children of 
light.  Then he left and hid from them.  Isaiah’s prophesy was 
further fulfilled: they would be blinded, their hearts hard and they 
could not believe. 

The hope soon turned to hate 
The crowd will be disillusioned when no signs of deliverance appear. On 
Palm Sunday, neither the disciples nor the chanting fans understood why 
Jesus came and what His mission was all about. The disciples were sure at 
the last supper that Jesus was from God, but his talk of death and going 
away just confused them. They were asking for a physical salvation – 
freedom from foreign rule, restoration of Israel’s kingdom, so they were 
unaware that Jesus was sent to enable their spiritual salvation. It’s no 
wonder that the mob’s sentiment outside Pilate’s palace turned vicious. 
People are fickle: the greater the hope, the deeper the disappointment and 
anger.  As Jesus approaches the end of his human journey during Passion 
Week, or Passover week, He is at the crossroad of the old covenant and 
the new covenant.  His disciples are standing at the same crossroad, 
hopeful, but confused, and looking at the map upside down.  They, like 
most Jews, want the Romans removed. They are missing a key point. 
Rome is not the real problem, even though Jesus IS the real solution 

a) Are YOU asking God to remove something from your life right now 
and God is trying to tell you that you’re looking in the wrong 
direction?    

-Are you asking Jesus to please change your wife so she won’t spend so 
much money ordering new clothes online, and Jesus is trying to tell you 
that the problem isn’t your wife, it’s about contentment.  Maybe the real 
problem is that she doesn’t feel loved, so she keeps buying new outfits to 
get your attention. Copy Jesus and tell her everyday how much you love 
her. 
 
-Or maybe you’re asking God to please remove all the temptations that 
urge you to buy and eat so many sweets. God may be telling you that it’s 
not your willpower that’s weak, it’s your faith!  If you don’t believe that with 
Jesus’ help you can have power over some chocolate munchkins, then it 



might be good to spend more time in prayer, contemplating God’s promises 
to the faithful. 
 
Are you looking to God to bring you a new job so you can get away from 
the annoying people you work with, while God is trying to tell you that the 
reason he left you there is so you can witness to them? 
 
-Or perhaps you’ve been praying to Jesus to remove someone who has 
offended you or bring them to apologize for their inconsiderate behavior? 
But maybe you’re looking in the wrong direction and Jesus is waiting for 
YOU to forgive BEFORE you receive any apologies. After all, the Bible tells 
us in Philippians 2:3 that we as Christians are always to think the best of 
people, rather than assume the worst. Look to Jesus, who reminds us in 
the Lord’s Prayer that God forgives us to the same degree that we forgive 
others. 

b) Just like the priests and the disciples, our view tends to be self-
centered, clouded by ego, and limited by lack of knowledge. Israel’s 
problem wasn’t Roman oppression, it was idolatry. People don’t see 
their own flaws. That’s why we need to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus. 
That’s why Palm Sunday should bring joy to our hearts. Unlike the 
disciples, WE have the Holy Spirit in us. If we stick with Jesus, we 
shall enter the New Jerusalem with Him some day. Jesus 
accomplished the hard part for us. The blood of Jesus was the final 
sacrifice required to wash away our sins and reunite us with our 
heavenly father. Jesus’ decision to move forward toward the 
crucifixion was proof of his love for the Father and for his followers. It 
was the first step toward a new covenant and salvation for 
us.  Although we cry on Good Friday, our tears will turn to joy on 
Easter Sunday. 
 

As we follow Jesus through his final days, we learn 3 things. 
1 Trust God, rather than clinging to fame or riches, or living your life 
based on people’s good opinions, for both fame and riches vanish 
and people are fickle. (Just ask Tim Tebow or Curt Shilling: Each was a 
hero one season, and unemployed soon after.) 
We know that Jesus entered Jerusalem to shouts of welcome and joy. 
Five days later he was listening to the crowd yell, “Crucify Him!” even as 
Pilate tried to release him as innocent. 
2 There are choices in every life, we all come to a cross road that 
tests our faith at some point. 



 
When in doubt, shout. Hosanna! Save now Lord!  Save me from giving in to 
temptation. Save me from living a selfish, self-centered life! Save me from 
the world’s empty promises and the lies of the enemy. Save me from taking 
the wrong path at the crossroad! Reveal the truth to me through your Holy 
Spirit, so that I can run my race with honor and perseverance. 
3 At all times, with gratitude, joy, and awe, keep your eyes on Jesus. 
If you have never given your life to Jesus and adopted him as your 
personal savior, I want to invite you to see me or the pastor after the 
service so we can pray with you to do just that. It can change your life. As 
the Scriptures tell us, "Anyone who trusts in Him will never be 
disgraced."  Let’s shout about it. 
 
 


