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“‘Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some
Greeks. ! They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and
said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” ?? Philip went and told Andrew;
then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. % Jesus answered them, “The
hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Very truly, I tell you,
unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single
grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 2 Those who love their life lose it
and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.
26 Whoever serves me must follow me, and where | am, there will my
servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. #” “Now my soul
is troubled. And what should | say-‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it
is for this reason that | have come to this hour. ?¢ Father, glorify your name.
Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and | will glorify it
again.” ? The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder.
Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 3° Jesus answered, “This voice
has come for your sake, not for mine. 3! Now is the judgment of this world;
now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 3 And I, when | am lifted up
from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33 He said this to indicate the
kind of death he was to die.” (John 12:20-33).

»”

1. A Shooting in Atlanta

Last Tuesday, eight people were killed in Atlanta in a shooting by a
21-year-old man. Six of the victims were of Asian descent and two were
white. Four of the women killed were Korean.

When Korean people leave Korea and immigrate into the US, they
come with big dreams. Among those dreams, the most common dream is
to have a better life in the U.S. than in Korea. Korean immigrants often
believe that if they work hard, they will reach their dreams. It is so sad that
their dreams ended in tragedy.

2. Disciples’ Dreams

According to the Gospels in the New Testament, Peter, Andrew,
James, and John had a dream. They were originally fishermen. When
Jesus called them, all of them immediately left behind their family fishing
businesses to follow Jesus. Four disciples make such a radical decision.
Why do you think they gave up their jobs and decided to live an
unpredictable life with Jesus?



Despite the uncomfortable life in following Jesus, the reason the
disciples followed Jesus was that they believed Jesus was the promised
Messiah. Jesus would become king of Israel and rule the nation. That's
why James and John asked Jesus to sit beside Jesus in his kingdom
(Matthew 20:21). Just like the dreams of immigrants coming to the US, the
disciples hoped that Jesus would fulfill their dreams and believed it would
be better to follow Jesus. Do you think the disciples were happier than
before after they followed Jesus? Today’s scripture will tell us what
happened to them.

3. Jesus Explains Why He Must Die

Today’s scripture, John 12:20 and the following, tells us what
happened after Jesus entered Jerusalem. Verses 20-22 say that some
Greeks wanted to visit Jesus. They are probably God-fearers who are
attracted to Judaism. The people visited Jerusalem to participate in the
Passover Celebration. When the Greeks learn that Jesus is in Jerusalem,
they want to visit Jesus.

They go to Philip, who is a Greek. Philip goes to Andrew and Andrew
is another Greek. And Philip and Andrew go together to tell Jesus of the
Greeks’ request. Why do you think the Greeks want to visit Jesus? The
Bible does not tell us why. However, the people probably wanted to know
whether the Gentiles would be part of God’s kingdom.

Jesus’ response to the request of the Greeks is found in verse 23.
Jesus says, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be
glorified.” \We may not understand why Jesus said that the hour has
come. In verse 32, Jesus says, “And I, when | am lifted up from the
earth, will draw all people to myself.” Jesus says that he would be
crucified and be resurrected from the dead. Then many Gentiles would
believe Jesus as the Messiah and Savior.

In verse 24 and the following, Jesus explains his death by using the
analogy of a kernel of wheat dying in the ground and producing many fruits.
Jesus says as death is necessary for a harvest, his death is necessary to
forgive and save us from sin.

By crucifying Jesus, the religious leaders and Romans might think
they defeated Jesus. However, Jesus’ resurrection is not only the ultimate
victory over Roman authority but also over death. Verse 28 reads, Father,
glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified
it, and I will glorify it again.” The death and resurrection of Jesus leads to
glory to the Lord because it gives victory over death, eternal life, hope, and
the assurance of God’s power and love.



4. A Call to Discipleship

The most challenging part in this passage is that Jesus wants us to
live our lives like Jesus. In verse 25, Jesus says, “Those who love their
life will lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it
for eternal life” (verse 25). Jesus says like the seed, the disciples must die
to bear fruit. Those who live their lives for themselves will lose their lives.
But those who live their lives for God’s purpose will live eternal life.

5. The Paradox of Following Jesus

We learn from the four Gospels that the disciples had a dream to
achieve in following Jesus. They desired to sit beside Jesus. They were
interested in success, power, honor, status, and glory. But the disciples
learn that the Messiah is going to die. Jesus says, “Whoever serves me
must follow me.” Jesus wants his followers to be willing to sacrifice
themselves, just like Jesus did for each one of us.

Here is the paradox of following Jesus. Many Christians believe that
following Jesus is the way to an abundant or happy life. No one wants to
sacrifice their lives and die young because we believe Jesus. But the
analogy of the growing of a plant teaches us that the seed must die first to
bear fruits. Jesus does not want us to live our lives for ourselves in this
world. But instead, he wants us to live our lives for God’s purpose.

6. Disciples’ Lives

Although originally the disciples decided to follow Jesus for selfish
reasons, after the Holy Spirit was poured out upon them on the Pentecost,
they were willing to sacrifice their lives to bear witness to Christ Jesus.

An early legend says that they cast lots and divided up the world to
determine who would go where, so all could hear about the good news of
Jesus Christ. They suffered greatly for their faith and all of them except
Judas Iscariot and John met violent deaths for their bold witness. We are
the fruits of their sacrifice.

7. Application

| am sure most of you have been vaccinated. Christine and | have
appointments on Thursday. | ask myself why | am going to get a vaccine. Is
it because | want to be safe and healthy and live a long life? | should be
safe and healthy. However, my reason for vaccination is not to live a long
life but to continue to serve the Lord and God'’s people. The reason God
created us is to use us for his purpose. The reason God continues to take
care of us is for us to live our lives for others. The Lord wants us to help



others to know Jesus and experience God'’s love and grace in their lives.
When we live our lives for God'’s purpose, God would look at us with pride.
Through our lives, others can experience the love of God and the grace of
Jesus Christ. And the Lord will be glorified through us. We follow Jesus not
only for our own salvation but for the salvation of others. | have a dream. It
is a very gig dream. My dream is that as long as you and | live, there
should be no more war, gun violence, racism, hate crimes, discrimination,
prejudice, and injustice in the U.S. and in the world. Do you have a dream?
| am not talking about your personal dream, but a dream that you can make
a difference in the world. If you don’t have one. | hope you can have one.
That is your homework for this coming week. | pray that we can do
something to change the world through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



