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“The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
4 In the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the
money changers seated at their tables. ® Making a whip of cords, he drove
all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured
out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. ' He told
those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop
making my Father’s house a marketplace!” ' His disciples remembered
that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” '® The Jews then
said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” '° Jesus answered
them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” ?° The Jews
then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and
will you raise it up in three days?” ?! But he was speaking of the temple of
his body. 22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered
that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that
Jesus had spoken.” (John 2:13-22).

1. The Invisible Temple

In the bulletin, today’s sermon title is “Time to Clean House.”
However, as | prepared for today’s sermon last week, | felt the need to
change the title. The new title is “The Invisible Temple.” | believe that John
2:13-222 has a deeper meaning. | hope you can see that deeper meaning
as we go through the passage this morning.

2. Jesus’ Action in the Temple
The story in John 2:13-22 is found in all four gospels (Matthew 21:12-17;
Mark 11:15-19; Luke 19:45-48). The fact that we find this in all four gospel
accounts means that this was an important event in the life of Jesus.
Matthew, Mark and Luke are called the Synoptic Gospels. Do you know
where is this story found in John’s Gospel and the Synoptic Gospels?

The Synoptic Gospels place this story near the end of Jesus’ ministry.
In John’s Gospel, this story is found at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry.
Why do you think John’s Gospel places this story at the beginning of Jesus’
ministry? It's a good question. Think about it. I'll share my answer with you
later.

In the passage, Jesus is traveling to celebrate the Passover. At the
time, many Jewish men visited Jerusalem for the Passover celebration.
This was an annual event, and every Jewish male would make a pilgrimage



to celebrate the Passover. For a week, the people would celebrate the
freedom of the Jews from slavery in Egypt.

During the Passover, the Temple was crowded, and there were many
animals for sacrifice in the Temple court. Many pilgrims traveled from far
distances and would buy animals in the Temple court. The coins they bring
would be changed in the Temple for local money. The Temple court
became filled with animal dealers and money changers.

These businesses are necessary. But the problem was the price. At
the Temple, the price of animals and exchange rates were much higher
than in other places. Another problem was that the stalls were set up in the
Temple’s court area for Gentiles. This meant that the Gentiles could not
participate in the Temple worship.

The Temple became focused on making a profit instead of a place of
worship. Verses 15-16 tell us Jesus’ response, “Making a whip of cords,
he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle.
He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned
their tables.” Jesus says, “Take these things out of here! Stop making
my Father’s house a marketplace!” Jesus was upset because the Temple
was misused by people for personal gain.

According to Matthew's Gospel, Jesus declares, “It is written: “My
house will be called a house of prayer; but you are making it ‘a den of
robbers” (Matthew 21:13). Jesus laments that God’s house of worship had
become a place of corrupt commercialism and a barrier to Gentiles who
wanted to worship.

3. The Destruction of the Temple

Such a wrong practice is foretold in Jeremiah 7:11, “Has this house,
which bears my name, become a den of robbers in your sight? You
know, | too am watching, says the Lord.” Everyone including the Lord
knew that the Temple became a den of robbers. Why do you think Jesus
uses such a harsh expression against the Jerusalem Temple? The answer
can be found in Jeremiah 7:14 which says, “Don’t think this temple will
protect you. Long ago | told your ancestors to build it and worship me
here, but now I have decided to tear it down, just as | destroyed
Shiloh” (Contemporary English Bible).

By citing Jeremiah chapter 7, Jesus is warning the people that the
fate of the Temple of Jerusalem would be the same as that of Shiloh’s
shrine. Shiloh’s shrine was Israel’s central worship center before the
Temple of Jerusalem was built. But it was destroyed because of Israel’s
wickedness. Therefore, many scholars view Jesus’ action in the Temple not



as a cleansing of the Temple but as a symbolic act predicting its
destruction. When we read the following verses, this view makes more
sense.

In verse 18, People ask Jesus, “What sign can you show us for
doing this?’ Jesus answers, “Destroy this temple, and in three days |
will raise it up.” At the time, King Herod had begun remodeling the
Temple. It would be larger and more beautiful than the previous Temple
built 500 years earlier. It had been 46 years since the remodeling had
begun. No one would ever imagine destroying the Temple. Therefore, the
people did not understand why Jesus was talking about the destruction of
the Temple. The authors of the four Gospels tell us that Jesus was talking
about not the destruction of the Temple but his death and resurrection.

The author of John’s Gospel says that the disciples remember what
Psalm 69:9 says, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” Jesus’ zeal for
the Temple led Jesus to his crucifixion.

4. Jesus is the Invisible Temple

Although Jesus did not talk about the destruction of the Temple
directly, the Temple was destroyed in 70 A.D. The fall of Jerusalem and the
destruction of the Temple would be the most shocking event in the history
of the Jews.

But the disciples and other followers of Christ remembered what
Jesus had said. Although there was no Jerusalem Temple, they believed
that God was with His people. They knew that their sins could be forgiven
without animal sacrifice. And they could approach God directly because of
Jesus’ sacrifice. After Jesus was risen from the dead, they believe that the
Temple was replaced by Christ. Jesus became the invisible temple.

You might ask where we can find the invisible temple. 1 Corinthians 3:16-
17 say, “do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s
Spirit dwells in you? "7 If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will
destroy that person. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that
temple.” Paul does not talk about each individual but the community of
faith. Paul says Jesus is within the community of faith as the invisible
temple. Jesus is among our congregation.

5. The Resurrection of Jesus

Such an understanding came to the disciples after Jesus was risen
from the dead. That's why John 2:22 says, “After he was raised from the
dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they
believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.” The



disciples did not understand Jesus’ teaching until Jesus was resurrected.
The resurrection of Jesus waked the disciples to see the world with God’s
eyes.

6. Application

What does the resurrection of Jesus mean to us? Since the outbreak
of the pandemic, about 2.6 million people lost their lives to the Covid-19.
We are so saddened for their loss. How can we Christians comfort the
families who lost their loved ones? Can we give them hope?

St. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15:20, 22, & 58, “Christ has been
raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died.... As all
die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ.” .... Therefore, my
beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of the
Lord, because you know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.”
Paul tells us that Jesus is the forerunner of resurrection. His resurrection is
the proof of our resurrection to eternal life.

The risen Christ is the invisible Temple. He is among our
congregation, reminding us God’s presence, his forgiveness, and assuring
eternal life. Amen.



