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“Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from
the beginning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth?
221t js he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like
grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads
them like a tent to live in; 22 who brings princes to naught, and makes the
rulers of the earth as nothing. 2 Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown,
scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, when he blows upon them,
and they wither, and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 2 To whom
then will you compare me, or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 26 Lift up
your eyes on high and see: Who created these? He who brings out their
host and numbers them, calling them all by name; because he is great in
strength, mighty in power, not one is missing. 2 Why do you say, O Jacob,
and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD, and my right is
disregarded by my God”? 22 Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.
29 He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless. 3 Even
youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted; 3! but
those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, they shall mount up
with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and
not faint. (Isaiah 40:21-31).

1. Lunar New Year

This Friday, February 12th, is a special day for Asians. Do you know
what day it is? It is the Lunar New Year. The Lunar New year was a very
special day during my childhood. It was the day children would get special
gifts from their parents. | might get socks or new shoes and we would enjoy
a special meal together. We would often play games and spend the time
together with family and friends. | remember that | counted down the days,
waiting for a fun Lunar New Year!

2. Waiting for the Return

Isaiah chapter 40 tells us about one of the most exciting stories in
the Bible. In 6™ century B.C., the Israelites wondered what God was doing
when the Temple of Jerusalem was destroyed and the people in Israel
were sent to exile. The people felt abandoned by God. They thought that
God’s promise to protect God’s people was broken.



In 2 Samuel 7:16, God promises David, “Your house and your
kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be
established forever. God promised that the people of David would exist
forever. But only four hundred years later, the people were enslaved by the
Babylonians and were tired and weary in waiting for God’s deliverance.

At such a difficult time, God says to Isaiah, “Comfort, O comfort my
people,” and promises that the Lord would bring the Israelites back to
Jerusalem from Babylon. Verses 21-31 say that God’s power will make this
vision a reality. In verses 21-24, Isaiah asks the Israelites why the people
did not recognize God’s creative power.

Isaiah describes God’s power to create, his provision to sustain, and
his presence to help. No person can be compared to the Lord. Isaiah
invites the Israelites to lift up their eyes to the heavens and to see what
God has done. The people would realize that God named the stars and
called to each of them, one by one. In the same way, God has named and
claimed Israel.

In verse 28, the author says that the Lord does not faint or grow
weary when God takes care of his creation and his people. That means
God can do anything extra for Israel. God would be able to bring them to
Jerusalem. In verse 31, Isaiah assures the people that “those who wait for
the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings
like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not
faint.”

Isaiah says that God would not only bring His people back to
Jerusalem from Babylon, but also renew and strengthen them so that they
can rebuild the city wall and the Jerusalem Temple. The Lord promises that
he would empower those who wait upon him. Those who wait on the Lord
could accomplish their mission with renewed energy.

3. Waiting for Normal

Our situation today isn’t so different from the situation of the Israelites
in Babylon. People today await our return to normal. People around the
world live in isolation and a slow economy. Many worry about their mental
and physical safety. We wait to go back to work, school, church and to
living without physical distancing restrictions.

How long can we wait? People may ask where is God or what is God
doing for us? If our friends were to ask us these questions, what would we
say?

4. Waiting Is Necessary



There are many people throughout the Bible who are waiting on the
Lord. Noah waited in a boat for 377 days when the flood filled the earth.
Abraham and Sara waited for their son Isaac for 25 years. Jacob waited
seven years for a wife and worked another seven years after being cheated
by his father-in-law. The Israelites waited for 40 years in the wilderness for
deliverance. The people in the time of Isaiah waited for about 50 years in
Babylon before they returned to Jerusalem.

The lIsraelites waited for the coming of the Messiah over 500 years
until the birth of Jesus. Jesus waited for 30 years before he began his
ministry as the Messiah. Christians around the world have waited over
2,000 years after the ascension of Jesus for Jesus’ return to the earth.

Why do you think are so many people waiting in the Bible? It was
because each in case, God has a plan. God leads our lives according to
His plans. Each person we see in the Bible waited on the Lord and God'’s
timing according to His plans.

5. Patience is Needed

Unfortunately many Jews today do not believe in Jesus as the
Messiah. They continue to wait on the arrival of the Messiah to deliver
God’s people in the world. Many of them visit the Western Wall in
Jerusalem and pray for the coming of the Messiah every day. Despite
waiting for thousands of years, the Jewish people continue to trust in the
Lord and wait for the Messiah with patience.

6. Conclusion

Waiting is an ever-present part of life. People throughout the Bible
waited on God and God’s guidance to lead their actions. We all hope and
may have individual thoughts on what we want to happen in the future.

But God is the creator, sustainer and redeemer. He is ever present
and has control over all things in our world. God leads each of us according
to his perfect timing. As followers of Christ, we follow God’s timing and His
plan.

Romans 8:25 says, “if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for
it with patience." We may not know what might happen in the future. But
in all situations, we know that God is ever present and we can trust and
wait for God'’s timing and His perfect plans.

7. Application
As many people in the world are fighting with the virus, | wonder what
God would want to tell us. While | was walking on the canal yesterday, God



reminded me of Paul. He was in prison, but he never prayed to be released
from the prison. He never asked anyone to pray for him to be freed. Rather
he says, “Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to
God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6-7).

Paul is saying, “don’t be anxious about our situations. Just let God
know our problems, struggles, and challenges. And don'’t forget to give
thanks to the Lord for His care and wait. Then we will be filled with God’s
peace. All of our worries will be gone while we are waiting on the Lord.”

Psalms 130:5 says, “l wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his
word | hope.” | am sure we want to say the same. “l wait for the Lord,
my soul waits, and in his word | hope.” Then God will take care of us in
his time and in his way. Amen.



