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“O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 2 You know when I sit 
down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away. 3 You 
search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my 
ways. 4 Even before a word is on my tongue, O LORD, you know it 
completely. 5 You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon 
me. 6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot 
attain it. … For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me 
together in my mother’s womb. 14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; that I know very well. 15 My 
frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, 
intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes beheld my 
unformed substance. In your book were written all the days that were 
formed for me, when none of them as yet existed. 17 How weighty to me are 
your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them! 18 I try to count them-
they are more than the sand; I come to the end-I am still with you.” (Psalm 
139:1-6, 13-18). 
 
1. A Flat Tie 
 Two weeks ago, I woke up early to pick up my son and his family 
from Logan Airport. When I got to the airport, I decided to wait in the cell 
phone area. While turning in, I hit the curb and got a flat tire. A few minutes 
later, my son texted me to let me know that they had arrived. 
 I was upset at the whole situation. I asked God for wisdom. I called 
Christine and she told me there was a spare tire in the trunk. I tried to 
replace the tire, but it took me over an hour. On the ride home, I wondered 
where God was when I got a flat tire. After some time, I knew exactly where 
the Lord was. I am sure that the Lord was with me the whole time.  
  
2. The Omniscience of the Lord 
      Today’s scripture is Psalm 139. This psalm is known as a Psalm of 
David. We do not know exactly when David wrote this psalm, but we see 
that David is in trouble. David likely wrote the psalm during one of the times  
when people were trying to kill him, either the time of Saul or his third son 
Absalom. 
      Psalm 139 begins by saying, “O Lord, you have searched me and 
known me.” David addresses God directly using the term “Yahweh.” David 
likely was in the sanctuary to present a prayer for vindication. David 
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protests that he is innocent and asks the Lord to vindicate him in his time of 
trouble, likely being wrongly accused of doing something. 
 The word “know” is used 7 times in psalm 139. “Know” in Hebrew is 
“yada.” It means that God made an effort to relationally and intimately know 
everything about David. God’s ability to know everything about him is too 
much for David to comprehend. Psalm 139 tells us that David wants the 
Lord, who knows everything about David, to be the judge and prove 
David’s innocence.   
  
3. The Omnipotence of the Lord 
      In verses 1-6, David talks about the omniscience of God, God’s all-
knowing ability. In verses 13-18, the psalmist talks about God’s 
omnipotence, God’s unending power. Verse 13 begins with “For,” indicating 
that God knows everything about David because He created David in his 
mother’s womb. The psalmist expresses his thanks saying, “I will give 
thanks to you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made” (verse 14).  

Let us think about the birth of a child. Although a baby is born through 
his or her parents, parents have some limited influence over their children. 
It isn’t uncommon to have children from the same family that are very 
different. In this part of the passage, we are reminded that God knows 
everything about David and determines all his characteristics even before 
he is born.  

The devotional, Our Daily Bread, had a story this week about a baby, 
Saybie. Saybie was born early at only 23 weeks. She was 8.6 ounces. Her 
parents were told they would only have an hour with their baby. After five 
months in the hospital, Saybie miraculously was able to go home. She 
remains the tiniest surviving baby. The devotional reminded us that every 
aspect of our life rests completely in the hands of God.  
      In verse 16, David states that God knew everything about his life 
even before he was born. The psalmist says, “How weighty to me are 
your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them!” David admits that 
he can’t even begin to understand the infinite characteristic of God. 
      In verses 23 & 24, David says, “Search me, O God, and know my 
heart; test me and know my thoughts. 24 See if there is any wicked way 
in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. David ends his prayer by 
asking God to test him to prove that David is not wicked. David is 
convinced that in God’s leading, the Lord would save his life. 
  
4. Who is our Constant Companion? 
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      The psalmist shares that God is his constant companion, from birth to 
death. What about God’s presence after death? 

In verse 8, David says, “If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I 
make my bed in Sheol, you are there.” The Jews believe that Sheol is a 
place of darkness where people go in death. The psalmist says that God is 
with him, even after his death. 
    The mother of a friend of mine passed away a week ago. Over 
400,000 people in the US and 2 million people globally passed away due to 
COVID-19. What can we say to these families in their time of need? Psalm 
139 tells us that the Lord is always with them and their loved ones. The 
psalmist reminds us that not even death can separate us from God.  

Paul tells us in Romans 8:38-39, “For I am convinced that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.”  

Although there may be no one near us on earth, there is nothing in 
this world that can separate us from the love of God through Christ, the 
Lord. Who can belong to “us” here? Can anyone in Christ belong to us 
regardless of their race, skin color, nationality, gender, and social status? 
  
5. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
      On Monday, we honor the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Dr. 
King envisioned a world where every child would not be judged by the color 
of their skin but on the content of their character. King led the Civil Rights 
Movement and focused on nonviolent protest. His vision for equality and 
civil disobedience changed this world for his children and for the children of 
many oppressed people around the world.  
 During this season of the Epiphany, we lament the injustice and 
division that remains a part of our country. We grieve with those who are 
mistreated by others because of their different background. What would 
God say to us when we are mistreated by others or when we mistreat 
others? God would not be happy with such mistreatment because they and 
we are God’s children. 
 If we mistreat others or we are mistreated by others because of the 
different color of our skin, we need to ask a question: Who has chosen the 
color of our skin? I have not chosen my parents, where to be born, the 
color of my skin, and my gender. All of these are determined by God. 
Therefore, if we mistreat, discriminate, or look down others just because 



 4 

they are different from us, God would be upset. If we are God’s children, 
they are children of God as well.  

God calls us to care for one another as brothers and sisters in Christ. 
And we should actively work to ensure that racial prejudice and 
discrimination is not part of the lives of God’s people in our town, our nation 
and the world.  
  
6. Conclusion 
 In the passage, David reminds us that the Lord is with us at all times. 
The Lord is with other people as well. Why is the Lord with us? It is 
because the Lord created us as his precious children. This is why God 
does not forsake us or leave us. God does not abandon us and cares for us 
as his children. The Lord is our constant companion. 
  
7. Application 
 In our times of trouble, we go to the Lord and ask him to vindicate 
and redeem us. Other Christians who are different from us would do the 
same to the Lord. God knows everything about all of us. If anyone is in 
Christ, we are brothers and sisters in Christ. We are called to love and care 
for every member of God’s family as brothers and sisters in Christ. May the 
Lord be our ever-present companion as we share God’s constant love and 
care with those around us and with our world. Amen. 
 
 


