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Vacation Bible School (VBS) 
 

     Deb Linehan and I had the pleasure of participating in 
this year’s VBS along with many other fantastic volunteers. 
We transformed Gibbs Hall, the nursery, and the Ladies’ 
Parlor into a Knights of North Castle theme. We had 
eighteen children participate in a four day long camp that 
was focused on armoring up with truth, justice, faith, and 
salvation. We listened to Bible stories, played outdoor 
games, participated in crafts 

and science experiments, ate delicious snacks, and did 
plenty of singing and dancing! It was a memorable and 
enjoyable experience for all the participants. We are truly 
grateful for the donations and volunteers, especially those 
that made this year’s beautiful T-shirts happen! And let’s 
not forget the last day celebratory ice cream! Learning 
about the Lord and “the strength of his power” has never 
been more fun!                 (Erin Wilcox & Deb Linehan)                                                   
 

Summer Camp 
 

     This summer I went to Camp Aldersgate for a week 
overnight. I had the best time that week. Everyone was so 
nice! They were very generous with the food, and it was 
very well-made. We were always active, whether it was 
going for hikes or learning guitar and drums, to playing 
sports and swimming and boating. I made many friends in 
my short time at Camp Aldersgate. I would choose to go 
there again without hesitation because of how great of a 
time I had! I would 100% recommend this to kids of 

almost all ages because I am sure they would have a great time! (Jonathan Chick) 
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New Members 

 
     Eric Cody, David & Sylvia Gardner, and Susan Mullaney joined 
Swift Memorial Church on July 31, 2022. Eric and his wife Christine 
live a few miles north in Ellisville. They have two grown children and 
five feisty grandkids. Eric joined Swift Church because he found the 
congregation to be warm and welcoming while attending as a visitor. 
Eric is already becoming an active member of the Swift Church 
family.   David and Sylvia Gardner came with Tim and Sally 
McMahon to Swift and liked it so much, they joined. It all began 
when Sally invited her mother, Sylvia, to the knitting circle. She was 
really moved by the warmth, spirituality and fellowship of that group. 
Personal connections are so powerful!  Susan Mullaney has attended Swift for many years and 
often contributed to our festivals and women’s breakfasts. We are delighted that she has now 
formalized her relationship to our church family by becoming a member. 
 

   Wednesday Bible Study 
 

 The Swift Bible Warriors turned their attention to the book of 
Proverbs in August.  We chose to study it by topic, rather than by 
chapter, to keep the discussions from being repetitive.  It was  
enlightening and entertaining to study these precepts that were 
designed to be part of a family’s Bible study, in which parents and 
grandparents would teach children the secrets to a happy, healthy, 

and prosperous life.  In earlier generations, these saying were used in schools for penmanship 
practice and as reading exercises to teach students morality as a subtext to other lessons.  We 
discussed Solomon’s teachings on Anger, Adultery, Eating, Envy, Knowledge, Lying, Laziness, 
the Mouth, and Money.  The proverbs remind us that human nature really doesn’t change much: 
the weaknesses that existed in 700 B.C are still present in humanity today. We are thankful for the 
grace of God and for his mercy, which convicts us without condemning us.   
 
Next we are tackling a book by Jen Hatmaker entitled “For the Love”. It is a woman’s account of 
her real life battle to balance her life without sacrificing her sanity, and still cope with work, 
family, church and social commitments. She offers humorous examples and personal reflections 
on the need to seek, accept, and offer grace as you invite God to help you manage every aspect of 
your daily life.                                    (Susan Scott)      
                                                                           

      Music Ministry 
 

The Swift Choir has begun work on its newest piece, A Brand New Hallelujah, by Jay Rouse.  
This Christmas cantata will be performed during service on Sunday, December 18th at 10am. 
Mark your calendars and bring your friends!                        (Ben Healy)                                                           
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Junk in Your Trunk Sale 
 
On the second Saturday of September we held our first Church 
Community Yard Sale. This was our attempt to create another fun event 
that would involve many Church members in a group effort to reach out 
to our local community while bringing in needed funds. The children set 
up a Lemonade Stand to collect donations for Tommy’s Place, a local 

charity for kids fighting cancer.  Kim Akeke and Jen Healy raised nearly five hundred dollars at 
their awesome bake sale table and over a dozen volunteers set up tables and took in another 
$1500 to make it a fun and successful event.    
(Bill Cifrino) 

 
Sunday School Ministry 

 
Our church continues to be blessed with children who 
attend our Sunday school. Thank you to the parents who 
faithfully bring them. We continued Sunday school all 
summer and we also enjoyed a week of VBS. Can I say it 
was amazing? The number of children has increased. We 
welcomed five new and lovely children. We now have 
fifteen disciples-in-training learning and discovering Jesus. 
Continue to pray for each one of them, that they will have a faith to always call on and they learn 
to depend on God.  Trust and obey.                                        (Julia Chick)     

 
 

Mission Commission Update 
 

We continue to support our ongoing missions: The backpack ministry (not currently needing 
items), Teen Challenge (for addictions) and Watoto (orphans abroad). 
On Sunday 9-11-22 we made a tribute to all of the people who lost their lives on 9-
11 and their families. Specifically we honored Capt. Gerald Deconto of Sandwich 
and Jennifer Kane from Plymouth since they grew up in the area and had ties to the 
community. The church donated to both of their charities and continues 
communication with the Decontos. 
Thanks to our wonderful parishioners who have donated to the Full Plate Full 
Hearts Ministry.   
Unfortunately as of October 16th this program was discontinued. They are urging people to 
transfer their giving to the Bourne Food Pantry instead.  We have started our Thanksgiving food 
drive for the Blessing Box. Please deliver any non-perishable items to the Blessing Box by 
November 6th.  Join us on the first Wednesday of each month at 6:00 PM. We are now meeting in 
person at the church!                                                                 (Chip & Mary Raymond) 
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Lay Minister Update 
 

Well, I hope you noticed I had no update for the second quarter of 2022.  As most of you know I had 
a total knee replacement and was in no condition to provide an update for you.  Needless to say, July 
and August were spent getting my new knee to work in the way I had hoped.  I was overwhelmed 
with encouragement, cards and food.  How blessed I am to be part of such a loving congregation.  
And the prayers, how many prayers were sent my way, I do not know but I know I pretty much flew 
through my recovery.  When the doctor asked me what my goal was prior to surgery, I said: “I need 
to be ready to go up into the pulpit by September 1st.  I knew Pastor Joe and Christine were leaving 
on September 1st and I wanted to be sure I was there to work hand in hand with Susan Scott and the 
leadership teams. The doctor told me 3 months would be the recovery period but I had my surgery on 
July 7th and the physical therapy group released me on September 1st and the surgeon released me on 
September 7th saying I was one month ahead of schedule – can we say PRAYER WORKS! 
 What a wonderful team we have here at Swift.  Julia Chick has the Sunday School doing well, 
several people (Jeff Downs, Bill Fortier, and Adam Newall) have stepped up to do the live-streaming, 
and doing the PowerPoint (Deb Linehan and Amanda Stennett), Chip Raymond and Susan Scott 
handling the newsletter. This church epitomizes the word TEAM.  Now as we move ahead into the 
four the quarter of this year, I realize I have not spent enough time asking all of you to prayerfully 
consider your pledges for the upcoming year.  Prices are rising everywhere, for you in your homes 
and for us at the church.  We control costs as much as we can, but oil and electricity are rapidly 
rising.  We need your help so we can plan for the upcoming year.  Please, please fill out your pledge 
cards with what you think you can provide in 2023.  I promise that no one will come knocking on 
your door if you find yourself unable to meet your commitment, but we need to have an idea because 
there are many critical budget decisions to be made based on those pledges.  Thank you for 
continuing to support our church where we care for and help others and where we strive to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ.  May God bless you and your families, and may you be filled with joy as 
you feast on Thanksgiving and receive the joy of Christmas, honoring the birth of the child who grew 
up to be our Savior, Christ Jesus.  (Ann Burnham) 

 
Trustees' Notes 

       
This summer the Trustees continued caring for the church 
grounds; Dave Stockbridge kept the shrubbery in check with 
regular pruning, Vicki Heckman planted flowers in the garden and 
many volunteers kept the grass mowed. Speaking of the mower, 
Bill Cifrino built a lean-to shelter off the back of the shed (shown 
at left) to protect our nearly new machine from the elements.  
The full committee interviewed Heidi for the custodial job and 

referred her application on to the SPRC who subsequently hired her. Erin was of great help in the 
transition, providing checklists and walking Heidi through the premises. 
Another area we worked on was the removal of several small trees and brush from the parking lot 
perimeter. In the month of August we arranged the annual inspection of our fire alarm system and 
the servicing of the two heating boilers, as well as the state certification of the large steam boiler. 
After  Pastor Joe and Christine left on their trip, we painted the outside trim on the Parsonage 
windows.  (Bill Cifrino) 
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Finance Update 
 

Our third quarter finances continue to indicate a positive growth in giving since the 
beginning of this year. Despite this, expenses year to date are still exceeding income. As 
we are all aware, utilities and living expenses continue to increase rapidly, putting a strain 
on the budget for the church and for the givers. Many of you have been generous with your 
tithes and offerings, when you may be experiencing strain yourself. Thank you! May God 
richly reward you. You strengthen our hope that with God’s blessing and your continued 
generosity we can finish the year with adequate funds to meet expenses, including 
payment of our total mission shares. Mission shares go to the UMC to pay for benevolent 
activities here and abroad such as educational resources, missionary support, annual and 
district conferences, and other connectional ministries. The finance committee continues to 
talk about these issues regularly and asks for your prayers as we look at next year's budget 
and plan for the future. We will be presenting our finances to the Administrative Council 
in October to help the leaders of the church make wise decisions, including ministerial 
choices, which have a major impact on the budget and our church. …………                
     (Amy Strohschneider & Deb Linehan) 

                             

Keeping the Sabbath Day Holy 
“Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 10 But the seventh day is a Sabbath to 
the LORD your God; you shall not do any work.” (Exodus 20:9-10) 
      

     Hello all! By the time this newsletter is sent out, I will 
have visited Korea and will be taking some time to visit 
our daughter, Ahreum, in England. Christine and I miss 
everyone from church and hope everyone is well! 
     Ann Burnham shared in her sermon on August 28 that 
our church leaders will take care of the church during my 
spiritual renewal leave. I am sure that God continues to 
guide our church to thrive as we serve our community.  

 One of the most challenging things to do in ministry is to keep the Sabbath Day 
holy. Many of us try to set apart at least one day a week to be free of obligations or busy 
work. And yet, I find myself doing something every Monday during my planned days off.  
 While visiting Israel, I learned how faithful the Jewish people are to keeping the 
Sabbath Day holy. The Sabbath Day reminds us that we are God’s children and that the 
Lord takes care of us. I hope that each of us is able to keep the Sabbath Day holy, and I 
want to thank our church for giving me these months to draw closer to God and depend on 
him more. I will see everyone on the first Sunday in December! (Pastor Joe)  

 


