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Community Cookout 

   Announcing the 2021 Swift 
Church Community Family 
Cookout July 24th 11-1 pm. 
Enjoy hot dogs & hamburgers 
cooked on the grill, a multitude 
of pot luck summer salads, 
watermelon & ice cream. Join 
us for some family fun and 
community fellowship. Come 
participate in lawn games, corn 
hole tournament, 3-legged 
races, and water balloon toss. 
There’s fun in just watching the 
children play!  

(Mary Hunt-Cifrino) 

HIGHLIGHTS 
Swift Memorial United Methodist Church, Sagamore Beach, MA 02562

 We are continuing to have our Sunday school 
through the summer months. The class is being 
held in Gibbs Hall and downstairs in the Rainbow 
school on Communion Sunday. The lessons 
continue to be based on the teachings of our Jesus 
and His Heavenly Father. On June 27th, the 
children presented to the congregation songs that 
praised God for all the good things He does for us. 
The songs were “This Little Light of Mine,” 
“Jesus Loves Me,” “This Is The Day,” and “I've 
Got Joy Down in My Heart.” I give thanks to Erin 
and Wynnie Wilcox for all their help. Last Sunday 
we had two new children, Matthew and Tessa. 
They seemed to enjoy the lesson and I pray our 
Sunday school continues to grow. This world 
needs children who know Jesus. God is good.  

                                                           (Julia Chick) 

Sunday school
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Becoming Bible Warriors 

 

May Day 
     The coordinators of the May Fair again offered funds 
raised to the Mission Commission, and $1,011.75 was 
raised. We are so grateful for these funds to continue 
God’s work in the community!!! 
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Blessing Box 

     In May, during the May 
Fair, the food in the Blessing 
Box was packed into bags and 
placed on the steps. Visitors to 
the fair were encouraged to 
take bags of food to anyone in 
need, and several bags were 
taken. The remaining food 
was taken that week to the 
Bourne Food Pantry. The box 
is restocked and bags are in 
the box as well for anyone to 
take food to someone in need. 
However, we continue to ask 
that only non-perishable 
items are placed in the 
Blessing Box as food can sit 
for some time between 
collections.  

Habitat for Humanity 

     Seeking to put God’s love 
into action, Habitat for 
Humanity brings people 
together to build homes, 
communities, and hope. On 
May 8th, nine parishioners 
showed up “Swift Strong” to 
assist with the landscaping at 
three local homes built by 
Habitat for Humanity Greater 
Plymouth for veterans in need 
(Long Pond Road in 
Plymouth). Swift Memorial 
Mission Commission will 
continue to look for new 
opportunities to help our 
neighbors, including 
additional service projects 
with Habitat for Humanity.   

(Jeff Downs) 

     Our Wednesday morning study group was recalling 
that the Bible refers to God’s Word as a sword and 
decided to call ourselves the Bible Warriors. Certainly 
our immersion in God’s word helps us deal with the 
challenges of our times.   
     During April and May we selected various 
Psalms to study, choosing a few favorites and those 
with prophetic importance. It was amazing how 
much David prophesied about the Messiah in his 
psalms. We studied fifteen psalms: 1, 5, 23, 24, 40, 
45, 69, 71, 91, 95, 102, 103, 110, 118, and 150. We 
decided not to take the summer off.  
     At the beginning of June, we began studying the 
book of Acts, one chapter at a time. It’s a wonderful 
portrait of the start of the church. Our readings 
recount the activities of the Holy Spirit as He 
worked in the lives of the apostles to spread the 
good news of Christ’s resurrection and the gift of 
salvation.  Feel free to join us any Wednesday 
morning via Zoom.                            (Susan Scott) 
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Strawberry Festival 

  

     Our 2021 Strawberry Festival on June 
19th was a success. Our Church was fully 
opened. We were able to host 10 Cape Cod 
Crafters who were thrilled to participate. 
Our event was well attended by the 
Sagamore Beach community. We sold 191 
Strawberry Shortcakes. We had lots of 
volunteers from Swift; slicing strawberries, 
baking the biscuits & lots of other goodies, 
whipping the cream, preparing the 
Strawberry Shortcake, manning all the 
Swift Tables, setting up, taking down, and 
cashiers. It takes a Church Community to 
have a successful event.   

     Thank you to all who participated; 
your attendance, your prayers and 
support. We had wonderful weather, 
fellowship, and strawberries, what 
could be better ...oh, we raised $2,000 
to buy a new computer for the Church 
office.  

(Deb Linehan & Mary Hunt-Cifrino) 
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Walk For Hope 

     This year Swift participated in the Walk 
for Hope to raise money for the Housing 
Assistance Corporation of Cape Cod. This 
non-profit helps to provide temporary 
housing for homeless and transitioning 
individuals and families in the Cape Cod 
area. With the skyrocketing costs of 
housing this work is more important than 
ever. A team representing Swift walked on 
the canal June 11th wearing our Orange 
Faith T-shirts! $350.00 was raised to 
support HAC, and we hope to make this an 
annual event. 

(Chip & Mary Raymond) 

Full Plates Full Hearts 

     Full Plates Full Hearts distributes 
weekend food bags to Plymouth’s neediest 
senior citizens. This worthwhile mission was 
brought to our attention by Jeff and Lori 
Downs. The particular need is for bags to 
distribute the food. A collection bin has been 
set up in Gibbs Hall for anyone wishing to 
donate bags to this worthy cause. Note: The 
most needed bags are the 10 cent bags that 
can be purchased at Market Basket! 
However, the sturdier $1 bags are used for 
special occasions! We are looking to compile 
a list of the most needed food items as well, 
there will be more about this in the fall!  

(Chip & Mary Raymond) 



April - June 2021 July 2021

 

     As many of you may have noticed many changes 
have come to Swift’s Zoom presentation over the last 
month. The Trustees, myself, and Ben Healy have 
worked hard to bring Swift Memorial into the 21st 
Century. So far what you have seen is we have 
purchased a GoPro both for outside services and to film 
any outdoor events like the Strawberry Festival or 
Vacation Bible School. There have been some growing 
pains and Ben and I have devoted a lot of time to 
learning how to provide the best quality stream we can. 
Currently we are able to stream on Zoom, as well as 
Facebook Live, for people all over the world. Although 
nothing is ever perfect, we feel this is providing a great 
experience for our virtual members and we are striving 
to improve it each and every week.  
     The outdoors is not all that we have focused on. 
Currently we have ordered extensive upgrades to our 
capabilities inside the church. We have new 
microphones coming to provide a richer and better 
sound from our choir, a new keyboard/synthesizer for 
our wonderful music director, a brand-new camera/
sound set up, and a new laptop to control everything. 
As Covid has delayed shipments of parts around the 
world, the technological sector has been greatly 
affected. It is unknown at this time exactly when we 
will get all the items in, but we are hoping to have 
everything up and running by the end of the summer. 
We will be able to provide our virtual viewers with 
much improved sound quality, high-definition video, 
new camera angles, and possibly even interactive 
viewing. It is something I am very excited to bring our 
wonderful church services to our (Cont’d on page 5) 
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Gold & Silver for Cash 

     Julia Chick and Ruth 
Roughveldt have offered to take 
your unwanted Gold and Silver 
and turn it into cash. Church 
members are welcome to simply 
trade in their gold and silver for 
the cash, or make a donation to 
the church through this process. 
Please see Julia or Ruth if 
interested. Jewelry has been set 
up for sale in the back of Gibbs 
Hall, proceeds all benefit the 
Mission Commission. 
Additional pieces will be added 
shortly (thank you Ruth!) so 
maybe consider some early 
Christmas shopping, all to 
benefit a worthy cause! 

Ongoing Missions 

     We continue to support our 
ongoing missions including the 
Backpack Ministry (this 
ministry is on hold until the new 
school year), Teen Challenge, 
Watoto, Cape Winds Rest Home 
and Bourne Food Pantry. 
      We are working to expand 
our outreach through Missions 
at Swift and we welcome new 
members to be a part of this 
growing ministry. Any 
participation, even single 
missions or events, will help us 
to move forward with our goal 
to serve our local community 
and beyond! 

(Chip & Mary Raymond) 

New Technological Age for Swift
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(New Technological Age Cont’d) members that may be 
at home recovering from an illness, surgery, moved 
away, stationed overseas, or incapable of attending in 
person for any reason.  
     With these upgrades come new opportunities to 
volunteer for our church as well. Currently, I am seeking 
volunteers willing to learn the basic operations of our 
new camera/sound system when it is installed. The task 
is not as daunting as it might appear and is only slightly 
more complicated than plugging it in and turning it on. 
When the system is installed Ben and I will be trained in 
the operation and we would love to have others that can 
learn at that time, or be taught by us later, in case one or 
both of us is absent from church. If this is something 
you might be interested in, just let Ben or myself know 
one day at church.  

(Josh Stennett) 

     Covid-19 has brought on lots 
of challenges for everyone and 
for Swift Memorial Church.  In 
March of 2020 we discovered a 
new phrase which was repeated 
over and over again "Social 

Distancing.”  All inside services were curtailed and at 
the time we didn't know how long it would last.  The 
pastor along with elders, trustees worked on plans to 
allow for Sunday service while still "Social Distancing".  
We moved to ZOOM services and then added Facebook 
live as well.   We were able to overcome the technology 
challenges with both platforms and this allowed the 
congregation to meet and worship on Sundays. 
     We were hopeful that we could possibly have outside 
services as soon as the weather would allow.  Once 
outside services could be performed in a safe manner 
while "Social Distancing" we were able to have services 
together in person outside. More people were able to 
attend outside than inside services and it allowed 
attendees to come to service with a mask even if they 
had not received a Covid19 vaccine. (Cont’d on page 6) 
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Prison Ministry 

    We are still not able to visit in 
person with any Bible studies. We 
need your prayers for this as these 
men and women have not had 
personal study since everything 
shut down for Covid precautions.  

A thank you to Pat Frost 
for sharing religious themed 
books for the prison library that 
was opened. A cart is brought to 
each pod for men/women to 
select books, but we also hope 
that the main facility will be open 
shortly. 

I continue to write to two 
inmates on behalf of Swift. Both 
men correspond and are grateful 
for the support of Swift folks.  

(Cathy Sharon-Matthews) 

Finance Update 

Social Distancing

     Here we are at the halfway 
point of this year, things have 
opened up and we are able to be 
together again. Thanks be to 
God! We raised the funds to pay 
for a new computer for the 
church office, and we were able 
to keep up with expenses, 
because of all of you who 
participate and support our 
church. This year to date we are 
$9,022.32 in the positive. Thank 
you for your participation and 
support.  

   (Deb Linehan & Wanda Crowell) 
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     (Social Distancing Cont’d) Now that the vaccine 
for Covid19 is readily available, we as a 
congregation now have choices about Sunday 
services. We recently performed a survey to acquire 
the pulse of the congregation in this fast-changing 
environment. Thanks to Melissa for collecting and 
tallying the results of the survey. 
     "Social Distancing" is not an easy concept to 
accept especially for Swift Memorial church where 
people are loving and welcoming.  Over the years I 
have heard words to describe our church like 
loving, warm, friendly, happy, family.  As a church 
we have mostly overcome the challenge of 
Covid19, but the most important thing is that we 
gather together do perform God's work.   
“For where two or three gather in my name, there I 
am with them” (Matthew 18:20). 

Survey Results: 37 responses 
1.  Remembering that during inclement weather or 
extreme temperatures, services will default to 
indoors. In general do you prefer inside or outside 
services? 
     13 inside 
     -too hot outside for me 
     24 outside 
     -because I believe we have more people take part 
     -because it invites others to join us 
     -for summer/fall 
2.  We are having an indoor service once a month on 
communion Sunday.  Would you prefer to have more 
than one inside service during the month? 
     14  Yes  How many?   2   2     3   3      8   all 
     21  No, indoor service once a month on   
      Communion Sunday is ok. 
      (one response = either is ok by me) 
3.  Do you have any ideas to improve both the inside 
and outside services? 
      -no hints for inside, but I suggest we organize 
better with the service outside.  Especially the sound 
and video parts. (Cont’d on page 7) 
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     The Prayer Warriors continue to 
be busy praising the Lord as well as 
asking for help- mostly for others. 
We had lost a few due to moving or 
passing to be directly with the Lord. 
However, we are back up to over 89 
as of July 4th. 
        If you meet someone new at a 
church service or function, please 
mention this ministry. I do not 
share email addresses with anyone 
unless I have permission.  Prayer 
Warriors do their praying any way 
they desire. It’s between them and 
the Lord, so be sure to let folks 
know that as well. Give them my 
contact information, especially if 
they have any questions. 
508-274-1864  
cathys_36@yahoo.com 

The “Sunday Edition” was so 
named by me because of its size. It 
reminded me of the Boston Globe of 
the ‘50s, 60s, 70s when you needed 
two hands to pick it up. It was full of 
ads and other special features not 
found in the daily paper. Our Sunday 
Edition also has “ads” as well as the 
addresses of those who could use a 
card or note, meetings for the 
upcoming week, brief descriptions 
of our mission projects, the latest 
praises and concerns, as well as a 
copy of the sermon that day. Thanks 
to Pastor Joe, Ann, and Susan for 
forwarding their work so we can 
share with those at a distance.  

(Cathy Sharon-Matthews)     

Prayer Ministry 

mailto:cathys_36@yahoo.com%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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(Social Distancing Cont’d) 
-no suggestions for inside, but I 
suggest blocking off part of the 
parking lot after the handicap spaces 
so people can spread out. 
 -would like better audio. 
 -improve sound of music on Zoom. 
 -improve outdoor sound or hold 
inside on windy days. 
 -no, it is perfect. 
 -shady side of building outside. 
 -more contemporary music. 
 -God is blessing us through all.  
Maybe worship leaders can be clearer 
about when the congregation should 
be singing with the choir vs. just the 
choir singing.  And it would be nice 
to stand for the reading of the word, 
offertory, and hymns. 
  -shade. I burn easy.  Eyes are very 
sensitive to light even on cloudy 
days; very uncomfortable.  Allergies 
act up outside, but nothing you can 
do about that. 
  -Just need to make sure camera, 
mics, and speakers are all set up 
properly ahead of time. 
  -I prefer inside all weather.  Do not 
like to sit in direct sun.  I like to dress 
nice for service. 
  -A canopy or tent. 
  -I totally enjoy outside service in 
such a beautiful setting.  However, I 
think some people need to be 
reminded no dogs, no talking during 
prayer. -I love dogs very much 
however they are a distraction to me 
during our beautiful outdoor services. 
     Thanks to all who responded.   

(Bill Held)           
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     How wonderful it is for us to see each other’s faces 
again and be able to hug!  So often, when something 
happens to us, what we miss the most is our “normal”.  
We are worshiping both in our church and outdoors.  
Ben Healy and Josh Stennett have been working hard 
on improving the audio and video system as Christine 
continues to focus on Zoom.  Yes, we know there is 
still work to be done but we are getting there bit by 
bit. 
     The choir is now singing together side by side and 
how wonderful that is.  Before you know it, Ben will 
have us rehearsing for the Christmas cantata.  We 
would never have believed we would miss two Easter 
cantatas and a Christmas cantata.  We are looking 
forward to our cantatas again. 
     We all should be proud of the fact that our church 
has survived this difficult 18-month period and are 
still going strong.  It is our love for the Lord and for 
each other that we are thriving.  It has taken hard 
work, investigating new ways to reach people, and 
making sure we kept our congregation safe – a very 
big concern for the leadership team. 
     Lastly, we are so grateful for those who have been 
able to continue their financial support of Swift 
Memorial.  We have been able to continue all our 
outreach and are looking for more opportunities to 
help others.  There will be a time for a stewardship 
campaign that I will lead but right now I would ask 
you to pray about helping your church.  Helping by 
joining a committee, by working with the Sunday 
School, by being an usher, greeter, counter, or baker 
(we love our coffee hours).  All these positions will 
only take a small amount of your time, but we need 
you.  We each have gifts and I ask you to think about 
sharing your gift, whether it is a cheerful smile as a 
greeter or usher, your ideas and support as a 
committee member or your ability to count money or 
put on a coffee hour – please share your gifts with us. 

(Ann Burnham) 

Lay Minister Update 
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Swift Memorial Church 8

     Lilly Endowment Clergy Renewal 
Programs provide an opportunity for pastors 
to step away from the obligations of daily 
parish life and engage in a period of renewal 
and reflection. Susan Scott and I have 
written a grant application and submitted on 
April 21.  
     If a grant is awarded to our church, 
Christine and I will have a renewal leave in 
September - November 2022. 
     I am so grateful for the help and support 
of Susan Scott, Ann Burnham, Cathy 
Sharon-Matthews, Bill Held & Elder team, 
Derek Strohschneider & SPRC, the whole 
congregation, and Rev. Dr. David Calhoon, 
our District Superintendent.    

                                                       (Pastor Joe) 

Thank You Note 

     Swift family, 
     Thank you for the kindness you extended 
to our family during and after mom’s funeral 
services! Thank you for coming, singing, 
serving, giving encouragement. Thank you 
for the cares that you sent us, too. Thank you 
for your love! Love,   
                  Aisha (Sandra Knight’s daughter) 
     Thank you Swift family for all your hard 
work and love. I see why my mom loved 
ya’ll. Forever grateful!  

Joe (Sandra’s son) 
     Swift Family, we are overwhelmed with 
gratitude in our hearts for all you have done 
to bless mom’s service. From volunteering 
setup/cleanup, singing in choir, memories 
and all. Thank you from the bottom of my 
heart. God bless always, Whitney (daughter) 

 The Trustees were happy 
to report the lifting of Covid 
related restrictions on May 
29. It was our pleasure to 
take down the mask 
mandate signage and 
remove the social distancing 
tape and spacer sticks from 

the pews. Also on May 29, we gathered with 
other volunteers to complete our Spring clean-
up and spread mulch on our garden areas. In 
June we helped with the set up and take down 
of tables and tents for the Strawberry Festival 
which was a great success raising sufficient 
funds to purchase a new office computer. 
Kudos to Deb Linehan and Mary Hunt-Cifrino 
for their excellent organizational effort. We are 
also glad to report our Church family has once 
again stepped up and volunteered to fill out the 
lawn mowing schedule well into the Fall. Nice 
to see new names on the list. Lastly we are 
happy to report that Trustee Josh Stennett and 
Music Director Ben Healy are working on a 
substantial upgrade of our audio-visual 
system. This upgrade will greatly improve our 
sound and visual presentation whether it is on 
Zoom or Facebook Live. It will also improve 
sound quality in the Sanctuary as well as give 
us the ability to record events such as 
weddings. Currently we are researching the 
purchase of a riding mower and soliciting bids 
for painting the church trim this Fall.   

                         (Bill Cifrino) 

Trustees UpdateLilly Endowment Grant 
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