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“We Are the Branches”
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5)
The past year 2020 was greatly impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic in our country and
the world. We had to move to remote services for over three months. This past year we made
many changes including our Easter Sunrise service and Easter Cantata. We postponed our
Monday prayer meetings, Christmas Cantata, Sunday coffee hours, men’s and women’s
breakfasts, strawberry festival, and yard sale. Our Watoto Children’s Choir Concert was also
cancelled due to the pandemic.
Despite the many changes, we continued to meet on Sundays to worship the Lord. We held
outdoor services and hosted Zoom and Facebook Live broadcasts. We were able to have
Wednesday morning Bible studies, an Advent Bible Study, a Christmas bazaar, our Christmas
Carol Sing Along, and two Christmas Eve Candlelight services.
We installed our Blessing Box to share God’s love with others. And we hosted our
Christmas Angel Tree and continued our support of our backpack ministry. One of the fond
memories of 2020 was celebrating Al Marsh’s 92nd birthday with our birthday car parade.
What did we learn from the past year and the pandemic? A major lesson for me was that
we can’t live without an intimate relationship with the Lord and our fellow Christians.
In John’s gospel chapter 15, Jesus says that he is the
vine, and the disciples are the branches. If the disciples stay
connected with Jesus, they will bear much fruit. If the
disciples do not stay connected with Jesus, they will
accomplish nothing. For us, unless we stay connected with
Jesus, we can’t have a meaning of life and true happiness.
How can we stay connected with the Lord and others,
even during the current pandemic? As far as God is concerned, the Lord is always with us. As
long as we stay connected to the Lord, we will be like the branches of the vine. Our worship,
Bible study, scripture reading, and prayers and meditation help us to stay connected to God.
What about staying connected to our fellow Christians? We stay connected through our
active efforts to connect with our fellow Christians. Texts, emails, phone calls, and video chats
have helped us and will continue to help us stay connected to our brothers and sisters in Christ.
As we look forward to a better 2021, I pray that we remember that the Lord is our
everyday vine and that we would be God’s branches. May we celebrate a new year filled with
praises to the Lord and an intimate relationship with one another in this world. (Pastor Joe)
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Sunday School
Covid-19 and cold weather cannot stop our Sunday school.
We are blessed to be able to use the Day Care Center for our
children. I wish to say thank you to Erin who made sure the tables
& chairs were set up and then sanitized the
space once we left. We have been learning about
stories from the Bible. So many (Noah, Daniel,
Moses, Jonah) trusted in Jesus to rescue them. We enjoyed learning about
Advent. One craft was making the Advent Wreath & learning the meaning. We
talked about the true meaning of Christmas and why God sent his Son to be
born in a manger. God loves us so much. We loved a movie about the 1st
Christmas and made a Nativity to take home & share with others. There are
from 6-9 children attending. Looking forward to the day when we can hold
hands at one table and pray, “Our Father Who Art in Heaven…..”(Julia Chick)

Celebrating a Swift Memorial Christmas Tradition
This Christmas season Swift Memorial Church setup the Nativity Scene on the front steps
of our church. The tradition of celebrating the birth of Jesus by building a crèche dates as early as
380 A.D. St. Francis of Assisi created a live Nativity in 1223 to turn the focus to Christ rather
than “material things”. Times do change, but some things never change. The setup of the nativity
scene usually takes place the first weekend of Advent and is usually is taken down just after the
celebration of the Epiphany. Swift Memorial acquired the figures for the Nativity Scene several
years ago now. The smaller manger you see placed at the alter during advent was also purchased
at the same time. The original nativity scene that was on the alter was old and fragile with several
“glued-together” pieces. At that time a group of members had the idea
to get together and purchase the new inside nativity scene and also
worked on a plan to build the larger outside display that we assemble
each Advent season. Members such as Burt Bouldry and Jim McCusker
and others got together and designed and built the current display. It is
a beautiful display during the day, but if you are there at night you will
get the treat of seeing the star over the manger scene shining brightly
over the display. Next year look to the bulletin just after Thanksgiving
and join us in a cherished Christmas tradition. (Bill Held)

Christmas Carol Sing Along
The Swift Choir was joined by many of the congregation in a
virtual carol sing along. We were all able to sing our favorite carols, had
an ugly sweater/festive attire contest (congratulations Erin Wilcox!),
and even were able to perform the Twelve Days of Christmas - a Swift
tradition. A continued thank you to members of the choir for stepping
up to perform as soloists weekly. A special thank you to Erin Wilcox,
Cheryl Newell, and guest John Williams for their Christmas Eve performances. (Ben Healy)
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Advent Bible Study
As Christmas approached, I held an Advent study by Adam
Hamilton titled Incarnation – Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas.
There were ten of us who met weekly leading up to Christmas and finishing
up with Epiphany. The book’s focus was to explore why God came to us in
the form of Jesus and what the purpose of the Incarnation was. We
discussed how Jesus came not as a triumphant king or president but as a
humble baby, yet he is indeed our King, our Messiah. We took time to read
various passages and accounts from the Bible with the focus of getting back
to discovering the true significance of Christmas and sharing the light and
love of God that came to us through Jesus Christ. (Ann Burnham)

Wednesday Morning Bible Study: Final Quarter 2020
Wednesday Morning Bible Study: Final Quarter 2020
Our Wednesday morning study group entered the Advent
season having finished the books of 2 John, 3 John and Jude
during October and November. Both John (the apostle) and
Jude (brother of James) were very worried about the infiltration
of false teachers into the young church, and so they wrote
letters that emphasized the principal tenets of the Way of Jesus.
Beginning after Thanksgiving, we embarked on an Advent study created by a church in
Australia. It correlated predictions in passages from the prophets Daniel, Micah, Zephaniah,
Malachi and Isaiah to the events in the New Testament concerning Jesus’ birth and mission. It
was eye-opening to see how the prophecies were fulfilled and it led to interesting discussions
about the signs of Jesus’ second coming.
On January 13th we will begin a study of the book of Galatians. All are welcome to
participate. All you need is a Bible and access to the internet. Please join us each Wednesday
morning at 10:00 via Zoom. Just ask the office for the link. (Susan Scott)

Christmas Bazaar
On Saturday November 21, 2020 Swift Memorial United
Methodist Church had an “Outdoor Christmas Bazaar.” We were
blessed with an unusually warm, sunny day. People came from our
church, the neighborhood, canal walkers, drive bys & many
friends. We were able to raise over $1500. The Bazaar benefitted
our outreach missions making Christmas special for many. These
missions are: Blessing Box, Watoto, Angel Tree, Teen Challenge,
Cape Winds Rest Home & families in need. Our motto “A little helps a lot” certainly came true.
Mary Hunt-Cifrino and Ruth Roughtvedt co-chaired this event. Geri Rider, Deb Linehan,
Mary & Chip Raymond, Julia Chick & Bill Cifrino jumped in to help wherever there was a need.
A big thank you to Jan Landers for crocheting so many hats and shopping bags. Thank you to all
our church family who contributed and who purchased our handiwork. Folks from our
community were able to see our church is still active. (Mary Hunt-Cifrino & Ruth Roughtvedt)
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Backpack Ministry
The Backpack Program is continuing at the Bournedale
School with food being sent home on Fridays to help sustain
needy families over the weekend. If you care to donate, you
may drop off food at the church or deliver it to the school,
which is off Scenic Highway. There is a plastic container on
the loading dock which is to the left of the main entrance.
Foods needed on a regular basis: canned vegetables, tuna,
jelly and mayo (in plastic containers), granola bars, creamed
soups, fruit (in plastic containers or cans), cereal, chips, crackers and cookies. If you would like to
make monetary donations, make your check out to the church, denoting Backpack Ministry at the
bottom. I am in touch with the cafeteria manager every couple weeks with specific items. This
week they need canned chili and breakfast items including bagels and English muffins. Also,
granola bars, jelly and chips and cookies in individual bags. (Diane Magnuson)

Mission Commission Update
November and December were busy months for the
Mission Commission. We were thrilled that the proceeds of
the November Christmas Bazaar were put into the Mission
Commission fund. This has allowed us to complete some
Mission work that has had a direct impact on our church
family, community and now internationally.
The food collected at Thanksgiving was unable to be
delivered to the Bourne food pantry prior to Thanksgiving
due to Covid, however this food and some food from the
Blessing box was delivered to the pantry after Thanksgiving.
We were also able to pack a box of food for a family that was in need due to job loss. Thanks to
our newly available funds, we were also able to provide financial support to this family as well.
The Angel Tree was a huge success, with $1800 in gift cards donated by our generous
congregation. This helped to make a brighter Christmas for TWENTY-TWO families living in the
homeless shelter or in transitional housing on the Cape. A couple of committee members
purchased flowers and small items for people who are not able to get out at the holidays, and with
the help of the Pastor approximately 14 gifts were delivered. Another committee member
coordinated the delivery of gifts to the residents of Cape Winds for the holidays. Plans are in the
works to deliver small gifts again for Valentine’s Day and Easter. We had a guest speaker from
the international charity WeCanHelp, and voted in January to send a monetary donation to
support the work this charity performs in the extremely impoverished country of Venezuela.
Lastly, we continue to support our ongoing missions including the backpack ministry, Teen
Challenge and Watoto.
Future plans include a drive for warm socks, hats and gloves. These will initially be placed
in the Blessing Box, but plans are in the works to distribute these items in the community. Our
meetings are on the first Wednesday of the month at 6:00PM, and as always, all are welcome to
join this growing ministry. (Chip & Mary Raymond)
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Cape Winds Rest Home
We were delighted to be able to continue our support for the
Cape Winds Rest Home in Sandwich despite the restrictions Covid19 has put on all of our lives. Deb Linehan delivered a "Goodie
Bag" for each of the fifteen residents the week of Christmas. The
staff expressed their sincere appreciation for this outreach to
their men and women. Through the generous donations of our
members each bag included warm socks, lip balm, a cross-shaped
bookmark, a knitted bag, peanut butter crackers, chips and candy
along with a card wishing them a joyous Christmas.
We have soap, shampoo, and a few other personal hygiene items to drop off with
Valentine cards in February. Thank you to all who made this possible. (Geri Rider)

Prison Ministry
Prison ministries have not been resumed and probably won't
until the Covid virus is under control or gone. Meanwhile, I
continue to write to two men, and they write back. I am waiting to
hear why one of my communications was deemed contraband. The
chaplain read the letter I wrote and said it was fine. The manila
envelope contained Rick Warren's daily devotionals and a calendar
picture (December 2021) of a winter scene of nature. Even if the
picture were considered wrong, I have sent pictures before, some
were of Pastor's. They chose not to forward the letter nor the scripture to him. (I'm not sure if both
men were denied) I just found out that calendars in any form are not allowed. At any rate, I pray
that scripture is not going to be considered contraband. Please pray that this will be resolved very
soon. (Cathy Sharon-Matthews)

Prayer Warriors
There are 89 email addresses which represent 89+ Prayer
Warriors, and those folks have been busy. The normal bustle of
holiday activities did not deter nor stop the need for prayers for so
many people and so many different reasons. There were praises
and thanksgivings to the Lord for our blessings. These included
the folks who have continued to provide us with Sunday services,
keeping our Swift church maintained inside and out, and those
who keep the business of Swift running smoothly and up to date. We give great thanks to all of
those who have participated in any way with the Mission Commission’s several outreach
programs and the works of others. There were births and birthdays and recoveries from illnesses
or surgeries that we celebrated as well.
We were asked to offer prayers for the healing of physical, mental, and spiritual pain. We
had a few deaths, so prayers of comfort and peace were offered. Many of those prayer requests
were followed up with updates that are appreciated. We also received grateful thanks from those
who had needed our prayers which is encouraging and inspiring. (Cathy Sharon-Matthews)
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Finance Update
Now, that the crazy, unpredictable year of 2020 is over, how did
Swift Memorial do? If you look at the numbers, we ended the year
$6,570.04 in the negative. As hard as we tried to keep expenses down,
and even with our Paycheck Protection Program loan and a grant from
the United Methodist Conference, we had a shortage of $6,570.04.
It was a very tough year but let’s look at what we were able to do:
§ We kept our church going, never missing a Sunday because we adapted – Zoom, Facebook
Live, and outdoor services.
§ We invited the community to our outdoor services by hanging banners to announce the
time and place for Christian worship….and they came!
§ We helped change the lives of two young African children by supporting them for the
entire year.
§ We helped one young man in Teen Challenge all year long.
§ We helped a mother who suffered a divorce, lost her job and was about to have her utilities
shut off as she was trying to get back on her feet.
§ We supported children in Bourne who do not have enough to eat by our Backpack
Program.
§ We helped seniors at Cape Winds who need basic supplies like soap, shampoo, etc. They
need these things because they have very little Social Security left after paying for the cost
of their stay. We also lifted spirits by providing gift bags over several holidays.
§ We provided 22 families living in shelters, with multiple Christmas gift cards, giving them
not only gifts but providing joy at Christmas.
§ We paid 82% of Mission Shares to help support our Conference as so many other churches
were unable to do so – these mission shares help pay for our District Superintendents, our
Bishop and staff. Our Conference helps us by providing information, guidance and
programs as well as helping other churches in New England as we have been helped in
other years. These Mission Shares also help support UMCOR so they can rush into
disaster areas to help those in need.
Monetarily, we did not do well, but spiritually and missionally, we excelled!! A big thank you to
all who were able to continue with their tithes and offerings and for the generous outreach. This
is my last Finance Update as Deb Linehan has volunteered to be Treasurer and Wanda Crowell
has volunteered to be Finance Chairperson, because I wish to focus on my ministry goals.
(Ann Burnham)

Stewardship
In my last Finance quarterly letter, I told you I was trying
to prepare a budget by the number of pledges we received but
based on what we received I had to guess because we only
received 17 pledges for a total of $37,040. Since it takes about
$210,000 to operate our church, a guesstimate is absolutely
necessary!
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I would like to take a brief moment to explain what a “pledge”
actually tells us: It tells us you believe that amount is what you will
be able to contribute in the upcoming year. It does not say that is
what you will give, no matter what, and that if you are unable to give,
we will come knocking on your door. J No, it just helps us to plan.
It is my sincere hope as we go forward in 2021, that I can help
us all understand what stewardship to our church means.
Stewardship is not just financial but involves service, prayer and
commitment. I pray that the new year of 2021 will bring us together
working on new ideas, recommitting ourselves and sharing the joy of being part of the Swift
Memorial family and the many great things we can do! (Ann Burnham)

Trustees Report
It has been a quiet few months as activities are few
because of the pandemic. It’s nice to see the children back at
the pre-school. We came to an agreement with Helena, who
runs the school, for a rent reduction as her school has
pandemic limits on attendance. The one event we did help
with was an outdoor Christmas bazaar which you can read
about elsewhere in this newsletter.
The Fall extended well into November with the last lawn mowing taking place during the
second week. Lawn fertilizer was put down and the sprinkler heads put away until the Spring.
Claude Daigle kindly serviced the mower; he does an
excellent job cleaning the underside, running out the gas
and sharpening the blade. Vicki Heckman cleaned out
the garden beds and readied them for next years’ annuals.
Out of necessity we contracted with a new service
for snow removal, David Foster of Foster Landscaping
will be handling the parking lot clearing and de-icing for
us this winter; let’s hope it’s a short one! (Bill Cifrino)

Thank You Note
Wow I am so overwhelmed right now and feeling so blessed the
tears are running down my face just thinking of the goodness of God. I
woke up this morning and decided that my morning prayer would be of
Thanksgiving and of course the devil hated that. The thoughts came to me
- why you’re giving thanks when you have no idea how to get some gifts
for the boys for Christmas. I ignored it and I said Satan you are a liar. I
continued praying. But look how God just showed up today like he always
does. Thank you all so much. Thank you for putting us on your church
prayer list. I will for sure send a personal thank you to your church family
and hoping to visit when it is safe to do so. 🙏🙏🙏(a thankful mother)
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