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“Make a Sanctuary”
“Then have them make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among them. Make this tabernacle
and all its furnishings exactly like the pattern I will show you” (Exodus 25:8-9)
When Moses is on Mount Sinai to receive the Ten Commandments, God instructs Moses
to make a sanctuary for the Lord. This would be called the tabernacle. The meaning of
“tabernacle” is “to dwell.” God tells Moses that He would dwell among them. At the time, the
Israelites are on their journey to the Promised Land. The people would want to enter the Promised
Land as soon as possible. However, God instructs the people to build a temporary sanctuary in the
wilderness. Getting to the Promised Land was the top priority for the Israelites. The Promised
Land would be the place of freedom, prosperity, and happiness. However, for God, the
Tabernacle was more important than the Promised Land. Why? It is because God wants the
Israelites to remember God’s presence among them wherever they are.
Why is the tabernacle important? The tabernacle was
the place of worship for the Israelites while they were
wandering in the wilderness. The tabernacle reminds the
people of God’s presence and is the place to listen to what
God wants them to do.
These days, our current world feels like we may be
living in the wilderness. We don’t know where we are or
where we are going. Many might feel afraid or uncomfortable not knowing the future. We may
not even know if we should worship the Lord. Despite this all, we worshiped the Lord for 13
Sundays outside together. We wondered what the weather might be like on Sundays. It is amazing
that we have had no rain on Sundays for the past three months.
We believe it is God’s grace that we have come this far and are grateful for His blessings.
Through the outdoor services, we learned not to focus on the physical building, but on the
presence of the Lord among God’s people as the church. A Jewish scholar, Malbim says, “each
one of us is called to build a tabernacle for God in our hearts, preparing ourselves to become a
sanctuary for God.”
Paul says in Romans 12:1, “by the mercies of God,
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.” May
our prayers echo the lyrics of the song “Sanctuary”
during these times: “Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary
pure and holy, tried and true with thanksgiving, I’ll be a
living sanctuary for you.” (Pastor Joe)
1

Sunday School
This quarter for our Sunday school has been very exciting. We
actually have been meeting and Discovering Jesus. August 2nd we all
joined together, six feet apart and with our masks, on the front stoop of
our church. Our lessons have revolved around how much Jesus loves
his children, how we can pray and talk to Him anytime and He always
is listening to us. We welcomed Charlotte and Taya to our Sunday
school. What wonderful girls! Our coloring and crafts keep us busy. We
do have fun. You may hear a silly joke now and then. GOD IS GOOD.
(Julia Chick)

Swift Choir
Swift choir members continue to volunteer as soloists
during our weekly service. We are grateful to the following
soloists: Josh Stennett, Erin
Wilcox, Cheryl Newall, Bill
Alden, Carol Lynch, Ted
Burnham, Susan Scott, Brian
Fernandes, and Jen Healy. We
are looking forward to learning
new and exciting Advent solos and duets. (Ben Healy)

Wednesday Morning Bible Study: Book of 1 John
Our Wednesday morning study group was reading the
book of 1 John during September. John wrote this letter to
the churches to remind them of the eternal nature of Christ
and to ensure that the early Christians were walking in
victory and in truth. God’s love was a primary theme:
Christian love is active and intentional. Love for God is to
keep His commands. We studied 2nd and 3rd John and Jude
in October. Please join us each Wednesday morning at 10:00
via Zoom as we study Philippians in November. Just ask the office for the link. (Susan Scott)

Backpack Ministry
The Backpack Program has resumed at the Bournedale School. There
is a bin outside at the loading dock (which is down the hill, to the left of the
main entrance). It will be outside 7 days a week for your convenience. The
cafeteria manager will be in touch with me every 2 weeks to give me a list
of the most needed items. Melissa will pass this list to you via email.
This week's list includes: canned vegetables, tuna, jelly (in plastic
containers), granola bars, creamed soups and fruit (in plastic containers). If you would like to
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make monetary donations, please make the check out to the church, denoting it for the Backpack
Ministry. (Diane Magnuson)

Blessing Box
How blessed are we? The Mission Commission discussed the idea
of a Blessing Box and our wonderful congregation donated the money. No
sooner was it put together than so many items were donated, we had the
box filled. We asked for someone to create signs for the Blessing Box and
beautiful signs were there.
The Blessing Box has brought so many blessings already BUT we
need to have people use the box. Please, if
you even think someone could use the
many wonderful, healthy items in the box,
pack up a bag and drop it off for them. If
you could use some extra help with food, PLEASE take it and
know it is there for you and lastly, please help us get out the word
via flyers or word of mouth. Our church is very blessed, and we
wish to share with anyone who may need a little extra help. Let
us be the help and the blessing. (Ann Burnham)

We Can Help
Recently I gave a short talk during the Men’s Breakfast regarding a
charity that Denise and I sponsor called “We Can Help”. The We Can Help
charity was founded in 1988 by my brother in-law Frank Anderson while
working as principal at an international school located in Valencia Venezuela.
“We Can Help” provides valuable and well needed assistance to
several Orphanages, local health organizations, food kitchens, as well as
providing medical supplies for basic needs to various clinics and other vital
community services. Please know that 100 % of all monetary donations are
used for the referenced services. There are No salaries paid. Venezuela a once
thriving democracy has fallen into economic and political despair. The financial support provided
to the above agencies help the poorest of the poor
Frank Anderson: Born and raised in Plymouth Ma, he taught history at Plymouth High
school. Married to my sister, Sally Stockbridge. Frank became Principal of the International
School – Colegio Internacional de Carabobo, Valencia, Venezuela and later became Director of
all Latin International Schools throughout South America. Frank and my sister Sally currently
live in Georgia, however, Frank is still very actively involved with “We Can Help.”
A newsletter is provided every 3 months highlighting individuals that have been helped
and an overview of services provided. Shortly there will be a link through Swift Memorial
Methodist Church website to download the We Can Help newsletter. Frank Anderson is available
to provide a personal overview of this charity via a Zoom meeting.
If you are interested in learning more about “We Can Help” or in providing a monthly
donation, please contact me. Thank you. (Dave Stockbridge)
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Prison Ministry
We still have not received word as to when we
(volunteers) will be allowed to return to the Barnstable
County Correctional Facility. I read in the paper recently
that two of their staff had tested positive for Covid so I am
assuming that the shutdown will continue. Meanwhile I
have received letters from the two men I usually
correspond with and they are managing well all things
considered. The family visitations have resumed but
activities have not. There are a limited number of inmates at this time so that the number of
people who could be affected is lower than normal.
Both men are very grateful for all the prayers of the Swift folk. They each have Biblical
material that I send with each letter along with the books that I mentioned last quarter. Both men
also share their materials with other men in their respective pods so that is a ministry unto itself!
Pray that all of those associated with BCCF remain safe and healthy during these difficult
times. (Cathy Sharon-Matthews)

Prayer Warriors
Our list grew to 89 addresses. I
actually haven’t counted up the couples that
are on there so there are more than that
number who receive requests!
Pastor Joe sends along his sermon
that has been included in the Sunday Prayer Request email. I have also tried to make known to
folks (or remind them) of the various ministries that Swift folks are participating in and/or
supporting. For those at a distance this has been ‘newsy’ and we have received emails grateful for
the information.
I want to remind people that no request- be it a joy/celebration or a need/sorrow is too
small or too large for the Lord. We have had requests for humans as well as pets. All requests are
passed along to be prayed for and/or celebrated. Contact information: cathys_36@yahoo.com
508-274-1864 (voice mail and text available). (Cathy Sharon-Matthews)

Finance Update
How blessed have we been to be able to have church
outdoor services the entire summer and now into the early
Fall without any disruption due to weather? We are also
blessed that so many of you have been able to continue
supporting our church and the vital missions that we share. I
said things are still not where we want them to be last
quarter and I will indeed reiterate that again, but we continue
to push forward each day, counting our blessings that our
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congregation has not suffered the effects of Covid-19. (Yes,
I said that last time and I am so happy to say that again!)
Even though contributions are down a bit, with the
grants we received from the Methodist Conference
($10,000) and the Payroll Protection Program loan
($23,000), we are only $6,600 in the negative year to date.
We did come into the year with a $12,000 surplus so we are
still okay. Our rental loss of $5,200, plays a big part but
thankfully the Rainbow School has reopened with reduced
enrollment due to Covid restrictions, so we are receiving
reduced rent. Our picture is not one of doom and gloom because we are current on all bills. That
is due to the faithfulness of you, our congregation.
We also know we are not the only ones impacted as several of our congregants have been
out of work and are struggling and some are dealing with serious health issues, which is why we
have our Blessing Box on our front porch – to help as best we can with food donations. We also
have been able to continue to support our two Watoto children as well as our Teen Challenge
gentleman. We are blessed by all who contribute to the food pantry and the Backpack program as
well – we are indeed a church of missions reaching out
to those who need us.
We must remain strong so that we can continue
to help others and I am so very grateful for each and
every one of you who have been able to support us and
I would be remiss not to mention Tom and Sue
Reynolds who come every week to count and make the
bank deposits. We are so blessed to have them.
As I close, I would ask that you help me as I try
to prepare a budget by letting us know what you think
you can pledge for the upcoming year. Remember, these pledges are your best guess and they are
confidential. It is only so I can try to project what we will have available for funds next year as I
also project our expenses. In this crazy time, all of us can only give what we think we will be
able to do.
I pray that you will all stay healthy and our lives will be easier as we move forward. God’s
blessings on all of you, beloved congregation. (Ann Burnham)

Stewardship
On September 25, Pastor Joe and I
attended a stewardship conference by
Zoom based on Bonnie Marden’s
book, Church Finances for Missional
Leaders. Of course, there was a practical
emphasis but what I found most inspiring
was the emphasis on biblical principles. Everything is a gift from God.
Our member contributions were higher in the third quarter than the second quarter. Thank
you for your generosity! These are difficult times for everyone, and your giving is so appreciated.
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It’s that time of year to think about your financial pledge
to the church for 2021.Things are very different this year so the
pledge form will be emailed to most of you. Those without
email will receive it in regular mail. You can return the form by
mailing it back or dropping it off at the office.
This pledge amount is needed to plan a budget for the
next year. It’s not carved in stone. You can change your pledge
amount at any time, but we need to start somewhere. I pray that
you will give generously so that we can continue our missions
such as Watoto, Teen Challenge and the Blessing Box. Also, it helps to have a funded Pastor’s
Discretionary Fund to help those who come to us in need. In Christ, (Wanda Crowell)

Trustees Report
Our main focus has been to develop a plan for
returning to in church services. A large area sanitation
machine has been purchased and procedures developed for
when this happens. The volunteer groundskeeping crew has
worked hard to keep our property attractive which has
added greatly to the success of the outdoor services.
The following faithful members of Swift Memorial
Church did lawn mowing
this year: Ted Burnham,
Adam Newall, Bill Cifrino, Eric & Christine Cody, Bill Held,
Josh Stennett, Ben Healy, Brian Fernandes, and Dave
Stockbridge. Vicki Heckman took care of the church garden.
We are so grateful for their labor of love.
Soon we will be working on the fall cleanup and
completing final preparations for safely returning to services
indoors. (Bill Cifrino)

Facebook & Instagram
Before Jesus ascended heaven he said to the disciples, “therefore go and make disciples of
all nations…” Jesus said this about 2,000 years ago. We are
living in a quite different world. We do not have to travel to
reach out to others to make them the disciples of Jesus Christ.
These days there are many ways to communicate with the
public. One of ways is through social media. Our elder team
suggested to create a church Instagram account and post
scripture and photos. If you want to experience God’s grace and
see the invisible hands of the Lord in the world, visit our
Facebook page (facebook.com/swiftmemorial) or Instagram
page (Instagram.com/swiftmemorialchurch). (Pastor Joe)
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