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what Do We Learn from this pandemic?

Our news is filled with more people becoming sick, and the
death toll and unemployment rising. Such negative news can
bring a negative energy in our minds, bodies, and spirits. Fear
and anxiety impact many as we navigate in this time of
uncertainty. Many health experts warn us that mental and
emotional health issues can arise as we keep in isolation. The
questions in front of us are: what will we learn from our current
situation and how can we improve our current conditions so we

live better lives in the future.

A personal takeaway for me has been to remember to keep the sabbath. The sabbath became
part of the Ten Commandments and remains an important part of our lives since the times of
God’s creation in Genesis. Sabbath is a time for us to remember who our creator is and who we
are. While keeping a long sabbath, this pandemic has reminded us that we all as people
experience sickness, worry, and death. It is a reminder that each day we have is a gift from God.

Another key point has been that we are dependent on God and one
another. We are called to help one another in times of need. We live in
a borderless world and have become truly interdependent in a global
society. The problems in other countries have become our problems.
And our suffering we face is felt in other places throughout the world.
We must rely on God and serve one another both in these times of
need.

Third, we have a responsibility to take care of our world. Inger
Andersen, the UN environment chief, said in a statement that our
current crisis is a reminder that we must take care of the planet as we
take care of ourselves. Our efforts on global warming and taking care
of nature are tied to our greater responsibility to take care of our world.

The question facing us is, as the followers of Jesus, how
can we help those who are fighting with the virus and those
caught in fear and anxiety? For a long-term impact, we need
to have a God-anchored attitude and perspective. We need
to remember that we are created for God’s purpose. We are
s called to live with our neighbors. We seek the wisdom of
God in all things and praise and give thanks to the Lord for
« teaching us what to do in every situation and for showing us
how to live in God’s perfect peace as followers of
: Jesus. (Pastor Joe)




Suwnday School
SWIFT MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH has two Sunday School classes.

DISCOVERING JESUS - This class is for children ages 4-8, with up to 9
children participating. The teacher is Julia Chick and her assistant is

- Amanda Stennett. Together we so enjoy this :
class. Introducing Jesus to our young students is
so rewarding. Our lessons are now focusing on
the Old Testament stories and how we learn of
God’s love through them. We are now talking
about the Lenten season. Our last lesson was
about Palm Sunday. Hosanna!! We also do

_ crafts, learn songs, play games or have a movie
% that reflects our studies.

SUNDAY SCHOOL 101 - This class is for

children in 3rd to 6th grades. The teacher is
Melissa Furtado with Deborah Linehan as the substitute. We are now
using the Action Bible studies, which are so geared for this age group.
Handmade Valentines Cards were beautifully made & sent out to
members of the congregation (shut ins, those unable to come to church etc). Our outreach at this
time is for the Plymouth Animal shelter. Donations should be brought to the church. (Julia Chick)

Couples’ Lenten Study on Ephesians

In keeping with the spirit of Lent, Sara Connelly started a
small group Bible study on the book of Ephesians. It was aimed
at couples, to take place in her home. The two-hour study was
hosted in the Sgarzi’s home on Monday nights and in the church
on Wednesday evenings, as Sara was ill. There were eight to ten
people in each study, discussing one or two chapters of
Ephesians each week. This informal, cozy atmosphere
emboldened participants to raise questions and share thoughts
on the application of Paul’s words to their daily lives. Love and
laughter flowed through these meetmgs until the Corona virus put them on hold. We hope to pick
up where we left off as soon as circumstances allow. (Susan Scott)

Creed: what Christians Believe and Wh Y

A Lenten book study of ten people was held on Thursday evenings at the
Burnham home to explore the Apostles’ Creed to explore the deeply held
beliefs that have the power to motivate Christians to action, sacrifice and
service. This study was a combination of study, fellowship and sharing but
unfortunately had to go on hold due to the Corona virus. We hope to pick this
study back up when we can meet together safely. (Ann Burnham)




wedwnesday BLble Study

The Wednesday morning Bible Study is on hiatus along with
other Swift activities. We’ve been discussing John Ortberg’s The
Life You’ve Always Wanted. It enlarges on the Spiritual
Disciplines we’ve been learning about in other studies and
® encourages us to meet God on a personal level in our everyday

§ lives. He challenges us to be quiet and listen for God’s voice and
to do His work for all the right reasons.

In addition to providing fellowship and spiritual growth for our
members we have been reaching out to our Swift family and friends listed on the prayer chain
with cards. We are not together to send greetings and get well wishes, but we will continue to
pray for you. (Geri Rider)

Breakfast § cape winds

The March Women’s Breakfast was held Saturday the 14,
There will not be an April breakfast. Please watch in the bulletin
for May and forward. We missed Sandra’s devotions, but Julia
did a beautiful job filling in for her. We learned just how much
we didn’t know about St Patrick, had more than enough food —
all of it tasty-, and enjoyed fellowship with our friends.

Deb dropped off St Patrick’s Day remembrances for Cape
Winds. We have small remembrances and cards for each
resident for Easter. Please be sure to keep them in your prayers
since most fit into the ‘at risk’ category for Covid-19. (Geri Rider)

Swift Choir

The choir was so excited to share with you their Easter
Cantata, Our Living Hope. Prior to our stay-at-home orders,
the choir was hard at work on our Easter cantata, Our Living
Hope. The guitarist, drummer, and keyboardist met for a
rehearsal and we were looking forward to our dress rehearsal.
Once everything is right again with the world, the Swift choir
will perform Our Living Hope. It will be worth the wait. It is

: = . 7= our most ambitious cantata to date. It incorporates jazz, blues,
rock and tradltlonal church music. I can't wait to share it with you all! As soon as we are back at
Swift we will be performing our beautiful Easter work. (Ben Healy)

.strawbcrrg Festival

Save the Date! We are still planning to have our Festival. The
date is Saturday, June 20. Delicious strawberry shortcake with
home baked biscuit and real whipped cream, there’s nothing
better! We’ll also have crafts and baked goods. The grill will be on
for burgers and dogs! See you there! (Wanda Crowell)
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Backpack Miwistrg

As the schools are close because of Covid 19 there is still
a great need for food. The Bournedale School, located off
Scenic Highway, is open to receive donations on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays from 8- noon at the loading dock

(on the left as you’re facing the school). Other times, there is

4 KI D S a bin where goods can be dropped off or you can leave them
BACKPACK PROGRAM by the door.
Food needed are: pasta, sauce, canned vegetables, fruit
cups, cereal, granola bars, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, cookies and crackers. If you wish to
make a monetary donation, checks can be mailed to the Bourne Food Pantry. (Diane Magnuson)

Parishioner Appreciation

Swift Memorial UMC owes its physical, financial, and emotional
health to a cadre of devoted volunteers from the congregation who
mow lawns, repair the building, set up and adorn the altar, count
offerings, usher, greet, prepare coffee hour, serve on event teams, and
much more. Many of these volunteers do their work ‘behind the
scenes’, rather than on the chancel, so the elders and administrative
council resolved to honor these invaluable helpers during the year with
a certificate and a small gift to say, “Thank You!”.

The month of January was occasion for recognition of Ann
Burnham, last year’s lay leader, who had studied and received the
District Conference certification as a lay minister. She also has been .
our bookkeeper for the last several years and volunteers for Vacation Bible School and many
other events.

The month of March gave us the opportunity to recognize the contributions of Sally Cobb,

& who has been a volunteer at multiple church events for years, as
well as being the person who folds the bulletins each week, acts
as greeter or usher, and helps out with last minute requests.

& Our congregation is blessed with ‘doers’ of the word. It will

| take us quite a while to honor every parishioner who contributes
to the smooth functioning of the church. We use this mechanism
| to help you realize that each of you is valuable to us and your
contribution is appreciated. (Susan Scott)

Prison Miwistrg

From January through the closing of the
prison to volunteers in early March, the Monday
night Bible study was with members of C pod.
We started the year with the usually verse here,
verse there. Then we switched to the study of the
book of John. The men were quite engaged and

was in prison and

you game to visit me.”
Matthew 25:36




their enthusiasm was contagious. During that time, 5 of them were baptized. That was the
culmination primarily of the ministers who visit during the day, but several of them thanked us
for our dedication to the Lord and to them. Hopefully, we will be able to pick up when the virus
is officially under control and prayerfully eradicated. The men are appreciative of your prayers on
their behalf. Please continue to pray for the inmates, COs, and all staff and volunteers at BCCF.
On behalf of Swift, I have been able to send daily devotionals, complete with thoughtful
questions, from Rick Warren to a couple of the inmates to share.

(Cathy Sharon-Matthews)

Mission Commission

On February 24™, the Mission Commission held its first

| official meeting. 11 people were in attendance. The first

, meeting consisted of reviewing the current missions that are
ongoing at Swift, then discussing ideas for future mission
work.

The ongoing missions were identified/differentiated as
those where we are providing assistance/support outside of
the church. These included the Visiting Ministry, Knitting of

~ ' prayer shawls, Cape Winds Mission, Food Pantry, Watoto
Mission, Teen Challenge, Angel Tree, Backpack Ministry and Prison Ministry. A contact person
and current financial support was identified for each of these missions.

Future mission ideas were suggested including a Summer Cookout for Cape Winds, Rides for
the elderly, yard cleanups, meals for shut-ins, a Block Party at Swift for the Neighborhood and a
Blessing Box in front of the church for a give one/get one outreach to the community. Long-term
ideas included considering joining Downeast Maine Missions or joining with Habitat for
Humanity.

In terms of finances, it was identified that the ongoing missions are struggling to meet some of
the needs of the church. A suggestion was put forward to request from the finance committee an
allotted percentage of the loose collection each week to support our missions. This request was
generously approved by the Finance Committee, and 15% of the weekly loose (unassigned)
offerings will be put into a fund for missions. Wanda Crowell also generously offered a portion of
the proceeds from the Strawberry festival. Both of these offers of financial support were exciting
news to our growing Mission Commission!

While maintaining social distancing, the commission has still been able to fulfill a couple of
missions. A request was put out to the congregation to consider making donations to assist Beth
Israel Deaconess Plymouth, particularly with PPE. $300
was raised! And thank you to Ann Burnham, the donation
was made during a time period where any donation was
matched by Cape Cod 5 bank, so our donation was $600!!
Thank you to all who contributed! We also were able with
commission members help to deliver plants to a dozenorso = —— =
First Responders and Essential workers to thank them and ~ ; !
let them know we are praying for them, as well as mail
cards to family members out of state to thank them for their
service.




A final discussion during our first meeting centered on the

- fact that all mission work will be subject to the number of
& volunteers we have available to help. If you feel a desire to
3 help the Mission Commission there are a number of ways to
become active: join us on the commission, sign up to help with
a single activity, donate to any of the ongoing missions, offer
= financial support to future mission work and pray for the
success of our missions! These are challenging times, but as
soon as possible we will schedule and post a time for our next
meeting. (Mary Raymond)

The Sound of Bells

If you are near the church any time during the day at exactly the top
of the hour you will hear the wonderful sound of our church bells. These
bells are coming from the carillon which has been silent for many years.
The original carillon was donated to the church in honor of Pastor Errol
Leslie. Pastor Errol and his wife Kaye and their children were wonderful
singers and musicians and it was very appropriate to honor their service
to Swift with the carillon.

The carillon is a windows based computer that is connected to an
amplifier, and then connected to large speakers located in the bell tower.
The computer located in the “Ladies Parlor” controls the timing of the
music as well as the selection of music. The sound coming from the bell
tower is very authentic, but is a simulated bell sound being generated by
the computer. Unfortunately, the carillon was silenced after a major storm in September 2011.
After the church was refurbished, the carillon was repaired. However, the function of the system
was short lived. Many problems plagued the system and eventually the system required
replacement. A new laptop computer system has been installed with all new software and now the
bells chime every hour during daytime hours with a Westminster chime. At noon each day a song
is played from the bells. On Sundays before service songs are also played. Songs can be
customized for holidays and special events. It’s so joyous to hear the bells Again! (Bill Held)

Finance Update

Well times have changed. Remember last quarter, I wrote
about the angst we had in 1999 as Y2K approached? That was
New E'A‘gla“d nothing compared to the stress and isolation we are all feeling
Conference now! But, as always, God is good to us. The first quarter of
2020 was a good solid quarter. We were a bit ahead in our
giving and we even managed to pay our arrearage amount of $14,557 of our Mission Shares. That
meant we were completely current. This is a far cry from where we were a few years ago.

I applied for year two of our Equitable Compensation grant and we were awarded $10,345. We
receive that amount in monthly installments which is a huge help to us. Then in February, we sold
the Activity Center property and received $260,060, after paying closing costs and all fees.
Because of this we were able to pay off the mortgage on parsonage, which was $103,228.15. This
means the loan we took out on December 31, 2012, for $215,500 is paid in full and because of
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our capital campaign, paying the mortgage every month and the sale of the land, we are debt free.
After paying our mission share arrearage and the mortgage, we were able to invest the remaining
$142,275.00 in the United Methodist Foundation. Praise the Lord for all He has done for us.

So, all was well and then Covid-19 hit. This meant we could
not be together in worship, this meant the Rainbow School had L l H
to close down so we are not receiving the $1,400 monthly rent
but again, we are blessed because we do not have a $900
mortgage payment and because the price of oil fell, we received
notice that our $917 monthly budget payment does not need to
continue into April and May. Yes, our contributions are down a
bit but those who are able are still contributing. Tom and Sue
Reynolds are counting and making deposits for us. We are still
worshipping, we are still supporting two Watoto children, still supporting a person at Teen
Challenge, supporting the food pantry and the still supporting children’s backpack program. We
are all still together! Praise God for all our blessings. (Ann Burnham)

The Trustees

The big news from the Trustees this winter is the sale of the
© old activity center property. Many people worked hard to find a
way to keep this property but in the end town zoning issues stood
- in the way of many good ideas. On a positive note the sale has
allowed us to retire the mortgage on the parsonage, bring us
current on our apportionment to the District (often referred to as
our “mission shares”) and replenish our depleted Trustee
- accounts. Our Church is now debt free and current on all

“" accounts. This is most significant in light of the uncertainties we
currently face. Over the winter several choir members (some also Trustees) began a rehabilitation
of the choir room on the lower level. Although work has been temporarily halted it is almost
complete. A discolored section of the Sanctuary wall was also
painted. Now that spring is here the call has gone out for volunteers
to help with the upkeep of the church grounds. Melissa is putting
together the mowing schedule so call her if you can help. The first
mowing has been done and Dave Stockbridge has put down fertilizer.
Mulching will follow soon and Vicki Heckman will coordinate
flower planting as soon as the weather cooperates. Our beloved stone
church will be looking good when we can return. (Bill Cifrino)

Thank Youw Note

Thank you Swift Memorial Church for spreading some love and kindness
in appreciation for those working on the front lines as well as some working
behind the scenes during this pandemic. My administrative support role is but
a small one and pales in comparison to my coworkers and so many others.

, I’m honored and touched by the gesture. Your prayers for the men and
/' woman at the Sandwich Fire Dept. and all others are much appreciated! --
1 with Timothy McMahon. (from our church Facebook) (Lisa Malcolmson)
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