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The Church is the People and Not a Building 
In our new world of Covid-19 where we cannot all 

enter the church building it is very apparent that the 
Church of Christ is not a building but the people. When the 
Bible references the church, it is always referring to the 
people. On New Year’s Eve, we activated the new bells in 
the bell tower, and I could have never imagined a year 
where we would not be attending church inside our 
beloved stone building.  

Pastor Joe, Christine, Elders, Trustees, Lay Leaders, 
SPRC, Finance and numerous others have been working to try to 
fully understand an ever-changing set of guidelines in order to 
protect the Church, which again is the people, not the building. We 
have attended ZOOM meetings with the conference to help guide 
us and have read up on CDC and Federal and State guidelines for 
insuring safety. We have had several ZOOM meetings to decipher 
and discern the best path to return to the church building and 
gather together again. A very successful launch of Zoom church 
services provides a way to continue to gather and worship 
virtually.  

On July 12 we launched our first outdoor service while continuing to use ZOOM 
technology to broadcast the service to those who were not able to attend in person. We plan on 
continuing these outdoor services weekly for the foreseeable future, until it is considered safe to 
gather inside. With the recent surge of Covid-19 cases throughout the country it is very hard to 
predict when Swift Memorial would resume indoor services. There are many differing opinions 
on how to return to indoor services, and we are very fortunate to have a strong and caring pastor 
and a strong and loving leadership team at Swift Memorial.  
 Most people have been touched by someone who has been affected by Covid-19 either 
physically, financially or emotionally. The year 2020 has been a year of promises, hope, 
disappointment, sadness, and mostly adaptation. Although I personally long for the pre- Covid-19 
days, I think we can all take a moment and thank God that we have the tools in 2020 to still be 

able to worship together on Sunday, either in person or virtually. 
With email communication we can all pray together and care for 
those in need. For those of you that are worrying, keep putting 
Mathew 6:26 in your daily thoughts. “Therefore I tell you, do not 
worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your 
body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body 
more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air: sow or reap or 
into barns—your feeds them. Are you not much than they? Who of 
you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?” (Bill Held)     
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                   Swift Choir 
 

  Great music at Swift has continued throughout the pandemic. 
A special thank you to Ann and Ted Burnham, Josh Stennett, Erin 
Wilcox, Cheryl Newall, and Jen and Cecilia Healy for sharing their 
voices virtually. It has been a tough time, but I am very proud of our 
committed musicians. Members of the choir will be performing solo 
for our weekly outdoor services. Thank you to Josh, Erin, and Cheryl 
for providing music this month. (Ben Healy) 

 
“Be Still and Know that I am God” 

     Our world today has changed radically since the beginning 
of the coronavirus pandemic. Work, life, and human connection 
have all changed. During this time, we have continued to have 
Sunday worship on Zoom. Our New England Annual 
Conference was cancelled. This is the first time that an Annual 
Conference was cancelled since I started as a United Methodist 
pastor many years ago. 
 These are extraordinary times. We are pushed to be creative in 

our lives and our ministry. We confront the daily reality that we are called to not only survive but 
to live more meaningful lives and thrive as a congregation. This time has become a time to 
change our ways of thinking to bring transformation not only in 
our lives, but also in the world. 
      When Jesus was about to be crucified and ascend, the 
disciples were bewildered. The disciples never thought about life 
without Jesus. How did the disciples overcome such a challenge? 
They prayed for ten days. The Holy Spirit was poured out upon 
them. Their fears disappeared and the disciples were transformed 
and would change the world.  
      Church history tells us that John and Charles Wesley, George Whitefield and their other 
friends were empowered by the Holy Spirit at the Fetter Lane Society on January 1, 1739.  The 
people were amazed at the presence of the Lord. George Whitefield said, “It was a Pentecostal 
season indeed…. I have seen them overwhelmed with the Divine Presence and cry out.” A few 
months later, George Whitefield and John Wesley would preach in the fields and move the hearts 
of tens of thousands to Jesus. 

People around the world are working to overcome the challenges that we face in our 
current pandemic. While we don’t know exactly when things may change, we are reminded that 

God is in charge and He is in control. His plan even in our current 
situation will come at the right timing. What would be the most 
important thing for us to do now? The Psalmist says, “Be still, and 
know that I am God (Psalm 46:10).” This is likely from the time of 
the Assyrian invasion of Jerusalem. The Israelites were in crisis just 
like we are. Just as the author of Psalm 46 reminds God’s people to 
wait on God’s perfect timing, we remain rooted in God’s love for us 

as we continue to pray and eagerly await God’s mercy and salvation for our world. (Pastor Joe) 
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                               Sunday School 
 

This past quarter has been quite different than anything we 
could ever have imagined. So many changes because of Covid-19.  
The plans for Palm Sunday and Easter had to be cancelled due to 
the church closing which ended the in-person worship service and 
Sunday School.  

There have been 3 children’s services presented thru zoom. 
The Palm Sunday service was “Journey to the Cross“ given by Julia Chick. The Easter Sunday 
sermon was “It is truly Easter “given by Sharon Kantzer with her puppet. May 12th sermon was 
“Hearing the Shepherd’s Voice” given by Julia Chick. A Children’s Bulletin was added to the 
Church Bulletin. Bible stories, crafts, coloring pages are presented each week. We will be adding 
a children’s sermon each week to our outdoor/ zoom service. Keep praying that our church opens 
soon, and our children can once again be back in Sunday School. (Julia Chick)                                                                 
 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study Goes On 
 

A group of 8 to 10 people met at ten o’clock on Wednesday 
mornings via Zoom to study God’s word as it is presented in the 
book of James, written by the brother of Jesus. No previous Bible 
knowledge was required.  The format was set up to discuss one 
chapter in the book per week, using guided questions to start 
discussion. Everyone brought their Bibles and shared reading aloud 
the various passages. The focus was on understanding the meaning 

of the text, discussing possible interpretations and then examining how the principles and ideas 
would apply to our lives today. We had some lively discussions. The book of James offered 
substantial plain-spoken advice on how Christians are supposed to follow Jesus’ teachings in their 
daily living.  Among other things, James reminded us that tests lead to testimony, we are to be 
always thankful, and living in the spirit, we should constantly pray. (Susan Scott) 
 

Al Marsh’s 92nd Birthday Celebration 
 

     On May 11th, we celebrated Al Marsh’s 92nd birthday with a 
happy birthday wish video and a drive-by parade. 38 people 
participated in the video. He was pleasantly surprised to see the 
many parishioners, friends and relatives. Most of the cars were 
decorated with balloons and signs with birthday wishes, and 
some, from the Friends of Ellisville Marsh, congratulated him for 
his service to our country with American and Navy flags. (He 

was a pilot who flew onto aircraft carriers and also a flight 
instructor, retiring as a Captain, and loves to tell of his 
adventures.) A few cars were decorated nautically, one with 
buoys and another with a large cut-out of a lobster boat in honor 
of his years lobstering following his time in the Navy. In addition 
to the cars, many neighbors showed up to cheer him on. It was a 
beautiful day, enjoyed by all. (Diane Magnuson) 
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Infant Baptism 
Caleb Sunwoo Kim was baptized in Fremont, CA on May 

17, 2020. He is a grandson of Christine and Pastor Joe. (Pastor Joe) 
 

Prison Ministry 
 

On-site volunteering is still not allowed as of now (7/1). 
Family/friends are allowed to visit so that has helped many of the 
inmates. Meanwhile, I have continued corresponding with my two 
“pen pals” and send them copies of Rick Warren’s Daily 
Devotionals that I receive. Both men have thanked us for 

continuing to pray for them and their families. I also bought both men the first two books in Ray 
Vander Laan’s series. One of them shared with Chaplain Dave how much he enjoyed them so 
Dave bought him the rest of the series. I want to share with you part of a letter I received.   
 “It (the Vander Laan’s books) is part of my everyday routine!! If it were not for the 
strength God gives me, and the release from anxiety and the joy of gaining his wisdom and 
knowledge, I truly don’t know how I would get through the days.  I praise him all day every day 
for everything. So no matter what, one thing I know is I will stay in his word everyday now and 
as long as I am able to. He won’t let anything separate us from him!” 
 I also had a donation of books for the prison ministry/library from Pat Frost. I have 
contacted Dave and am waiting for a time we can get together. The library has been closed during 
the pandemic and I hope it will open soon for the inmates. Meanwhile, please continue to pray for 
the entire BCCF community as it slowly reopens. (Cathy Sharon-Matthews) 
 

Mission Commission 
Unfortunately with social distancing we have not been able 

to hold another meeting. However, we are receiving amazing 
support from our church family for this important ministry. Our 
most recent project is the creation of a Swift Memorial UMC 
“Blessing Box”. A request was made for donations from the 
congregation to purchase a weather tight box to be used for this 
purpose. An appropriate box was found and approved by the 
Trustees. I received word this morning that we have collected more 
than enough money to purchase the box!!! 

Many thanks to our generous congregation!!! I will be moving forward with purchasing 
the box. It will be placed on the porch in front of the church. Any extra money collected will be 
used to purchase items for the Blessing Box. We are hoping to stock it with non-perishable food 
items and necessities for church members as well as community members to assist families 
during these financially challenging times. No sign up will be necessary, it will just be a place for 
the congregation to share what they have and those experiencing financial hardship to take what 
they need. I will announce to the congregation and get the word out to the community once the 
box is in place. As we move forward, we look forward to the time that we can meet as a 
committee and find more opportunities to serve our local community. Galatians 6:2 “Carry each 
other’s burdens and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” Much thanks to our generous 
congregation. (Mary Raymond) 
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Prayer Warriors 
The number of Prayer Warriors is about 87. 

We continue to have some who are friends of Swift 
counted on our list. The prayer requests have been 
coming in on a regular basis usually for concerns. 
Lately, there have been some joys to share (grandson 

come to mind??) and more recently gratitude for the small things that God provides. I try to 
include thanksgivings first when I send out the Sunday email, along with the activities/notices of 
the church, the continued concerns, and any updates.  

I enjoy doing this ministry and hope folks realize that they are not ‘bothering’ me at all 
when the call/text- 508-274-1864 or email- cathys_36@yahoo.com. I have had many comments 
that folks want to know of the joys and concerns of our members, their loved ones, or folks in our 
community. Please don’t hesitate to send a request. Blessings to all of you and a big thank you to 
each Warrior! (Cathy Sharon-Matthews)  
 

Finance Update 
Remember last quarter when I said that times have 

changed?  Well, things are still not where we want them to be.  
We continue to push forward each day, counting our blessings 
that our congregation has not suffered the effects of Covid-19.   

I mentioned last time that contributions were down a bit, 
so we applied for the Payroll Protection Program Loan and 
received $23,000.  Thank goodness we did because if we had not 
received that $23,000 loan, we would have had to draw money 
out of savings and not been able to pay our health and property 
insurance.  I also mentioned we paid off the mortgage which saves us $900 a month but the 
Rainbow School has been unable to pay us anything since March.  I also failed to explain that the 
money we received from the sale of the Activity Center was put in a restricted fund per the Book 
of Discipline, that states “funds from the sale of church property is to be used for capital 
expenditures only”, which means if our old boiler dies, we could replace it, or do major repairs to 
our parsonage or the church.  Reduced offerings and a rental loss of $5,200, have hit our 
pocketbook hard.  When the Rainbow School reopens, we will have to take a reduced rent 
because they will have fewer children due to the new restrictions. 

We also know we are not the only ones impacted as several of our congregants have been 
out of work and are struggling and some are dealing with serious health issues. I pray that those 
of us who are able will try to step up a bit so that we can offset those who are hurting.  We want 

those who are struggling to contact us and we will help in any 
way we can with food, etc. I hate to be the voice of gloom so I 
will tell you we continue to do our outreach and we will have a 
new Blessing Box with food and supplies to help our neighbors 
in need. We all want things to go back to “normal” but it will 
take some time. I will end by asking all of you to pray for our 
nation, our Commonwealth, the Rainbow School and our church. 
(Ann Burnham) 
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     The Trustees 

With the church building closed the work of the Trustees has 
been restrained but we are still active on several fronts. Vicki 
Heckman did a nice job getting some annuals planted in the front 
garden and the roses are especially abundant this year. If you’ve 
been by you may have seen Ted Burnham working away scraping 
and painting the lower level windows. The recent drought conditions 

have been tough on the lawn, but the 
sprinklers have helped, and the many 
lawn mowing volunteers are keeping it all trimmed. Our annual fire 
alarm system inspection was completed, and we had only to repair 
or replace a few emergency lights. This was done by a volunteer at 
minimal cost. Also our oil burners were serviced so we’re all set for 
the next heating season. Let’s hope our next report is about our 
church reopening! (Bill Cifrino)      

 
                          Congregation Reflections 

I miss everything that was able to take place in this beautiful 
historic building:  prayers, sermons, hugs, serenity, guidance, 
donations, hymns, smiles, celebrations, coffee hour, peace, and choir 
practice.  As I look at my list, I realize how hard our leaders are 
working to help us all through this difficult time by enabling Zoom 
to keep our connections strong....only four things on my long list 
were actually missing. I must remind myself of this and thank the 
Lord and Thank You Swift United Methodist Church for keeping us strong!! Love! (Carol Lynch) 

 

After experiencing the past couple of months, especially working with the Sandwich Fire 
Department and EMS (Emergency Medical Services) throughout 
each week, I want to remind you and anyone you know who has an 
underlying illness like, stroke, cardiac, diabetes, etc. to get checked 
out by your doctor.  The hospitals are busy with covid-19, but it is 
very important to see your doctor and get a proper examination – do 
not wait until it is too late. (Timothy Q. McMahon) 
                                                                     

Thank You Cards 
Dear Swift Memorial Church, I want to say thank you so much 

for the lovely card you sent me in the mail a couple of weeks ago. It 
was such an encouragement and a blessing to me. Most of all thank 
you all so much for your prayers. I can’t imagine going through the 
past few weeks without the prayers of so many brothers and sisters in 
Christ. May God bless your congregation richly. I hope to be with you one Sunday when it’s 
possible again. Thanks again. (Ellie Bourque, granddaughter of Bette and Bruce) 

Thank-you for keeping me and my fellow co-workers in prayer.  It was so nice to get the 
notes and morning glory seeds.  It brightened my day.  Many blessings to you and your families.  
Stay well. (Denise Giampietro) 


