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April-June 2019 Ministry Highlights 
Swift Memorial United Methodist Church 

10 Williston Rd. Sagamore Beach, MA 02562 

July 2019 
 

Sunday School 
                                          

SWIFT MEMORIAL CHURCH has two Sunday School classes and a Confirmation Class.  
 

DISCOVERING JESUS – This class is for 
children ages 4-7, with up to 9 children 

participating. The teacher is Julia Chick and her 

assistant is Amanda Stennett. Together we so 

enjoy this class. Introducing Jesus to our young 

students is so rewarding. After focusing on the 
Lenten season we have 

now moved on to a 

study called “Heart 

Shapers,” shaping hearts with God’s words. Each Sunday we learn about 

how powerful our Savior is: from calming storms, feeding 5000, healing 
the blind and lame & raising his friend from death. We also do crafts, 

learn songs, play games or have a movie. Two children Ellie & Henry 

Dunn will be missed as they are moving to Florida. 

 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 101 – This class is for children in 3rd to 6th grades. 

The teacher is Melissa Furtado with Mary Hunt-Cifrino as the substitute. 

Their study is called “From Gospel Light.” These Bible stories relate to 

our everyday life and how to be a good disciple. The Gospel light study 

has ended. Children in the class have been doing the scripture reading for 

the Sunday Worship Service. 

 
 

COMFIRMATION CLASS – This class has developed into a structure of first reading and 

studying the Bible text and then together figuring out 
how to apply it to daily life. It is a privilege and a 

blessing to work with our youth. Helping them 

discover that Jesus is always with them and that their 

faith can grow 

and be vibrant 
and active in 

their lives every 

day. This class 

has ended. 

Ainslee Frost, Ella Furtado and David Furtado were 
confirmed Sunday June 30th, 2019. This was a wonderful 

service and celebration for all.  
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Sunday school ended June 30th. The children as one group will continue to meet downstairs every 
Sunday through August 25th. Different church members as volunteers will provide stories, 

movies, crafts and play throughout the summer as a group. (Julia Chick) 
 

Easter Egg Hunt, Sunrise Service & Cantata 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

2019 Vacation Bible School 
“To Mars and Beyond!” August 5-9, 5:00-8:00 p.m. 

     VBS Volunteers have begun planning our 2019 VBS program where 

children in our community will learn where God's power can take 

them!  They will learn how God walked with heroes of the Bible and that 
God will always be with them too.  We are ready to blast off and plan our 

budget and decorations.  Keep an eye out on the bulletin on ways you can 

help with donations and volunteering opportunities leading up to this fun 

filled program!  Please reach out to Ann Burnham or Pat Frost if you 

would like to join our decorating or VBS volunteer team!  (Pat Frost) 
 

Wednesday Women’s Study Continues During Summer  
 

     The Wednesday women’s Bible study group, led by Susan 

Scott, has just completed a book on the spiritual practice of 
Worship. Discussions ranged around themes of places, styles, 

times and types of worship.  We learned that worship takes 

many forms and is one of our primary acts as children of God. 

     A group of six to eight women are continuing with a study of 

the book of Revelation in July, to be followed in August by our 
next topic in the Spiritual Practices: Hospitality.  This will be led 

by Susan Scott & Christine Kim. All are welcome. (Susan Scott) 
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Special Brunch in honor of Mother’s Day 
 

     Our Church’s First Annual Mother’s Day Brunch was held 

on May 11, to honor our mothers. At least 45 mothers and 
daughters attended the 10 AM Pot Luck Brunch in Gibbs Hall. 

Two special speakers gave inspiring messages.  Amy 

Strohschneider spoke about being nurtured and inspired in her 

Christian walk by her mother, Ruth Brown, who read her Bible 

daily, prayed for her children, and was an example of Godly 
living to Amy. Sharon Kantzer gave a puppet rendition of the 

story of Moses, his mother and sister in the Old 

Testament.  The result was that God used Moses to free the Israelites from slavery in Egypt.  Both 

emphasized the role a mother plays in the life of her children. 

Christine Kim, our pastor’s wife opened in prayer and manned 
the food table, which overflowed with delicious dishes of food 

prepared by those attending the Brunch. The tables were 

decorated with flower pots donated by Ruth Roughtvedt and 

Julia Chick. The two organizers, Sandra Knight and Sara 

Connolly, MC’d the program. A wonderful time of fellowship 
was enjoyed by all. (Sara Connolly) 

 
 

Finance Update & Mission 
     As of July 1st, our wonderful congregation is helping us to stay 

on budget!  This year our new finance team member, Bruce 

Prouty, created an income and spending budget.   Half way 

through the year, we are on budget.  This is due to you, our 

wonderful congregation!  Why?  Because of all the volunteer 

work to maintain our properties – painting, weeding and planting 

flowers, mowing, creating events like the yard sale and strawberry 

festival, supporting the yard sale and the strawberry festival, hosting and donating coffee hour, 
making donations for VBS and supporting our outreach projects.   

     Speaking of outreach, we have been doing more than ever: We support our Watoto child 

Papalib, the men’s breakfast donations support a young man at Teen Challenge, the woman’s 

breakfast donates supplies to residents at Cape Winds Rest Home in Sandwich, we donate food to 

the Bourne Food Pantry, we donate supplies to the Backpack Project to help kids who are low 
income and do not have enough food on the weekends, we helped a young pregnant woman stay 

at a drug rehabilitation facility, and another woman who has been seriously ill and unable to 

work, with some financial support.  These are the types of 

things we have always wanted to be able to do and it is thanks 

to all of you.  You have often heard the phrase, “it takes a 
village” and truly Swift Memorial UMC has become a part of 

that village, both locally and globally.  Thank you all and 

please continue sharing your tithes, your offerings, your labor, 

your prayers and your love because we are making a 
difference. (Ann Burnham) 
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Women of Swift host a Father’s Breakfast 
     On June 15th, the traditional men’s and women’s breakfasts 

were combined to include both sexes in honor of Father’s Day.  

The women organized and cooked for the event, while Bill 

Held offered the devotional message and discussion points. 
Susan Scott presented a Jeopardy-style ‘Fathers in the Bible’ 

quiz and Julia Chick recited a Father’s Day poem.  During the 

event attendees reminisced 

about their earthly fathers 

and acknowledged the role 
these men played in leading their families and teaching 

children to honor our heavenly father. Gifts were presented to 

the oldest and the youngest men in attendance. Thanks to 

Christine Kim, Ruth Roughtvedt and Julia Chick for 

decorating the tables with seashell themed paper goods and 
fresh flowers in vases with neckties. (Susan Scott) 
 
 

Backpack Ministry 
     I became interested in the 

Backpack Ministry after talking 

with a parishioner at the Bourne 
United Methodist Church. She 

informed me that there are 50 

families in this area whose 

children attend Bourndale 

Elementary School in need of nourishing food for their children over the weekend. These children 
come from homes with single parents, the working poor or are living with grandparents. They are 

fed breakfast and lunch daily at school and their parents/grandparents receive food from the food 

pantry. The Backpack Program provides breakfast, lunch and snacks for each child in the family 

for Saturday and Sunday. We will be continuing this program in September. (Diane Magnuson)   
 

 

The Holy Land Pilgrimage Presentation 
     On May 19, our congregation was blessed to host the 7 
Holy Land pilgrims with a wonderful luncheon followed 

by a slide show presentation. Everyone enjoyed a good 

lunch as well as a reason to get together. I am happy to 

report that it was well attended by both members and 

invited guests. People joined together to break bread and 
hear what the Lord has to share. That’s the way it should 

be. Right? Both fellowship and a desire to know God 

more and receive all that He has for us both corporately 

and personally. Both were accomplished. It is said that a 

picture is worth a thousand words and the photos taken by Pastor Joe were exactly that. Together 
with the narration, it was a joy to hear personal testimonies from most of the pilgrims because 
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these are life impacting and therefore meaningful and 
valuable to each of us. Our ultimate goal in sharing was 

not necessarily to inform you of the Holy Land but rather 

for the Holy Land to inform and therefore impact you. A 

big thank you to all who helped make this event possible 

and an everlasting thank you to our Lord Jesus who paid 
the price. Joe and Christine Kim, Sara Connolly, 

Charlotte Hopper, Barbara Dugan, Ellen & Pascal 

Cushing. (Pascal Cushing) 
 

Yard Sale 
 

     On Saturday June 8th, Swift Memorial Church held its 
third annual yard sale. It was a bright sunny day which 

brought in many bargain hunters. The signs were out early to 

attract shoppers, with the first to arrive just after 7:00 AM. 

Many thanks to all that helped in making this year’s yard 

sale a big success. This includes both church members that 
helped with the setup and tear down as well as, assisting 

customers, collecting cash and manning the gas grill. Thanks 

also to those of you that donated good usable items for the 

sale. It always amazes me what sells and what does not sell 

during the sale. Left over items were offered to the 
congregation at the end of the following Sunday service 

for a donation. The remaining items were given to the 

Saint Paul’s thrift shop in Buzzards Bay. In total the yard 

sale realized sales in excess of $ 3,700. An additional 

$2,100 of goods were sold between September 2018 and 
May 2019 to bring the grand total to $ 5,800. Thank you 

all again. (Dave Stockbridge) 
 

 

Strawberry Festival 
     On June 22nd, we held our annual Strawberry 
Festival in Gibbs Hall. Shortly after we opened, it was a 

steady stream of people. We sold all of our strawberry 

shortcake and made about $2000! Most of the people 

who came were 

new so 
hopefully they’ll 

stop by again. 

We sold crafts 

made by many 

of our members and the baked goods table was loaded 
and almost sold out. Thank you to all those who helped 

out. It was a beautiful day inside the church and out! 

(Wanda Crowell) 
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The Trustees 
         The Trustees have been very busy these past few 

months. Spring brings the need to take care of the Church 

grounds and this year has been no exception. We have had 

great response to the call for volunteers to mow the lawn 
which is looking better than it has for many years. Vicki has 

led the effort to maintain the garden areas and they are 

spectacular this year. Dave 

Stockbridge mounted a new Methodist 

Church sign on a post which was 
installed on Old Plymouth St. just past the split off State Rd. It points the 

way to our Church for the many people traveling from that direction.  

     We continue to work the problem of water infiltration into the Rainbow 

School classroom. A French drain was installed on the outside of the 

southeast wall, and an interior one will 
be put in this month. Also, an issue 

with the rear gutter was identified 

which caused water to spill over the 

gutter and add to the water load in the area of concern. This 

was repaired by a volunteer for the cost of some new 
brackets. Work continues on painting at the parsonage and 

crack repair to our sidewalks. Not to be overlooked is all the 

work Trustee members did in support of the yard sale and 

strawberry festival fundraising efforts. (Bill Cifrino)      

 

2019 New England Annual Conference 
         2019 New England Annual Conference was held on June 

13-15 in Manchester, NH. Ann & Ted Burnham and I attended 

the conference for three days. More than 800 delegates from 

almost 600 churches in New England couldn’t be one mind, but 
we sought our common ground. On Friday evening, June 14, 

2019 we welcomed 24 new clergy. They are one of the largest 

classes in New England Annual Conference in recent years. In 

his sermon titled “God called you” Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar 

congratulated the 24 ordinands and commissionees on their 
“willingness and determination to join in navigating the ship called The United Methodist Church 

in such a time as this.” To bring the church safely into 

harbor, the bishop said, “You will need to have excellent 

navigational skills to be anchored by deep spiritual 

disciplines; to have courage to act in the midst of 
uncertainty; and to be willing to take risks for the sake of 

the gospel.” Although the future of the UMC is not clear, 

we pray that God would guide and use them and all of us 

to continue to preach the good news of Jesus Christ. 

(Pastor Joe) 


