“What Does This Mean?”” (Acts 2:1-13) — June 8, 2023

Pentecost Sunday

1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly from
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where
they were sitting. ® Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on
each of them. * All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. > Now there were devout Jews from every people
under heaven living in Jerusalem. ® And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered,
because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. ' Amazed and astonished,
they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? ® And how is it that we hear, each of
us, in our own native language? ° Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia,
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, '° Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, ** Cretans and Arabs—
in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12 All were amazed
and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” ** But others sneered and said,
“They are filled with new wine.” (Acts 2:1-13, NRSVUE)

“Aboon Dbashmayo (Our Father who art in heaven), Nethcadash shmokh (Hallowed
be thy name).” This is the Syriac-Aramaic version of the Lord’s Prayer, possibly the
closest to what Jesus himself prayed.

“Padre nuestro, que estas en el Cielo (Our Father who art in heaven), santificado sea
tu nombre (Hallowed be thy name)." This is the Spanish version.

“StE0f| A Al 22| OFH X| (Our Father who art in heaven), 0| £0| HE3| 0{Z=
2Fo A| 2 I (Hallowed be thy name).” This is the Korean version.

Now, imagine standing in the middle of a great crowd, hearing 15 or 20 different
versions of the Lord’s Prayer spoken all at once—Vvoices from every corner of the
street, each crying out to God in their own language.

This is what happened on Pentecost Day long ago. The disciples, filled with the Holy
Spirit, spoke in many different languages, sharing the wonders of God with everyone
gathered.

Before we go further, let me share what happened right before those disciples began
speaking in various languages. On the day of Pentecost, the female and male disciples
of Jesus along with Jesus’ mother, Mary, and his brothers gathered to pray in the
upper room in Jerusalem. While praying, a sound like the rush of a violent wind came
from heaven and filled the entire house. The disciples saw tongues spreading out like
a fire, which rested on each of them. All the disciples in the room were filled with the



Holy Spirit and began to speak in many different languages as the Spirit enabled
them.

We don’t know what exactly happened in the upper room on that day, but we know
that the disciples of Jesus experienced something that transcended their everyday
routines. In that small upper room, the Spirit of the living God was calling,
empowering, and transforming the disciples—preparing them to walk in the way of
the crucified and risen Christ. It was a breathtaking Pentecost moment for their new
beginning and reignition of the Easter journey! It is a day the disciples of Jesus were
empowered to “go public” with their Good News.H

At that moment, Jews and pilgrims from all over the world had gathered in Jerusalem.
Parthians, Medes, and Elamites; visitors from Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia;
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia; Egypt and the regions of Libya belonging to
Cyrene; immigrants from Rome, both Jews and proselytes; Cretans and Arabs—
probably many more from various countries and regions. Although they didn’t have
modern nation-states, these peoples correspond to modern-day areas in Iran,
Azerbaijan, Kurdistan, Iraq, Syria, Turkey, Kuwait, Palestine, Israel, Egypt, Libya,
and Italy. Perhaps some were short-term visitors, while others had settled in Jerusalem
as immigrants.

Suddenly, they heard loud voices speaking many different languages. For some, it was
their mother tongue—voices they hadn’t heard in years or even longer, stirring a deep
longing for home. They rushed toward the source of the sound to see what was
happening. Before their eyes, the disciples of Jesus—mostly Galileans—were
speaking freely in various languages.

The crowd wondered, ‘Aren’t these people from Galilee?’ They said this because
Galileans were often ignored and dismissed as poor, uneducated, ritually unclean, and
insignificant—people not worth listening to. While the crowd asked, ‘What does this
mean?’ some others joked, ‘They must be drunk on cheap wine.’

“What does this mean?”

“What does this mean?” is also today’s sermon title. It may have been one of the first
questions raised by people in the earliest Christian history. In this way, the Spirit of
God was birthing a new, life-giving body, which we call the church. Pentecost Sunday
also celebrates the Spirit-filled, intercultural, and multilingual proclamation of Good
News to all people near and far. As Jesus exemplified in his border-crossing ministry
and mission, one of the primary works of the Spirit of God is inviting, bringing, and
embracing all of God’s people.


https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#m_-5719491592539340120__ftn1

“What does this mean?”

This remains a question we must continue asking, as it still resonates with us today. In
a way, faith growth is an ongoing process of asking, ‘What does this mean?’—
engaging in spiritual practices such as worship, prayer, Bible study, and working for
peace, justice, and the wellbeing and wholeness of all. Whether within the church,
community, or the world, it is a journey shaped by the longing for God’s kin-dom on
earth as in heaven.

On this Pentecost Sunday, we are called to open our hearts to the works of the Holy
Spirit. When the Holy Spirit moves in ways beyond our ordinary experiences, the
United Methodist Book of Resolutions urges us to discern its impact. Does it lead us
toward love, respect, and reconciliation? Or does it lead us to self-righteousness,
hostility, and exaggerated claims of knowledge and power? If it is the latter, we must
approach such experiences with careful questioning.!?

Pentecost Sunday is a day when we are reminded that the Spirit of God always leads
us to a deeper relationship with God, helping us bear fruits, witnessing the mighty and
loving acts of God in and through the risen Christ.

This morning, | invite all of us to learn from the disciples who gathered in the upper
room. At its core, we see that before doing anything else, they simply sat, prayed, and
waited. In their waiting, they placed their trust in God—believing that, in God’s plan
and perfect timing, something powerful would unfold.

From time to time, we need to discern when to wait and when to act, but we often
forget waiting is an essential part of our faith journey. Still, we tend to push God to
speed up, do something. Rather than seeking God’s wisdom, asking God’s way, and
waiting for God’s timing, we expect God to answer and fulfill the prayer requests we
have laid out. We often do that out of love, out of faith, out of good intention, or out
of anxiousness or frustration. Whatever the motive, we need to be reminded that there
are times to wait with trust and assurance in God, remembering how long God has
been waiting for us and that God is our director.

Dr. Heidi Miller, a professor of Spirituality, who preached from this pulpit almost a
year ago, reminds us that waiting has long been one of the treasures in the history of
Christian spirituality.2! While waiting often means inviting God to take the lead,
Miller reminds us that we often struggle to surrender control—especially in seasons of
emotional or circumstantial hardship.

When we pray—whether consciously or unconsciously—we often want to take
control. We lay out our plans, wishes, and prayer lists. We set timelines and map out
the future we envision. Yet, even in our prayers, we struggle to let God be the true
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director. Waiting feels difficult. And in our impatience, we grow discouraged,
complain, and sometimes give up.

The question, “What does this mean?”” continues to invite us to humbly seek, wait,
and discern God's work through the Holy Spirit.

Pentecost Sunday celebrates the outpouring of the Holy Spirit—bringing God’s gifts
and power to our ministries, often in multilingual, cross-racial, and cross-cultural
contexts. This day reminds us that the Spirit’s work began while the disciples were
praying and waiting—faithfully, earnestly, persistently.

God still calls us, the body of Christ, to sit, wait, and pray first—trusting God, just as
the first disciples did. And in that trust, God the director will mold us, strengthen us,
and guide us by the power of the Holy Spirit.

For even now, God extends a hand, gently asking us, ‘My beloved, shall we dance?’

And all God’s people say, Amen!

Winterpretation.
2l Resolution #8015, 2012, 2016 Book of Resolutions.
Bl prof. Heidi Miller preached at Swift Memorial UMC on June 30, 2024.
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