Fullness of Life (6-1-25)
Sixth Sunday of Easter

21 ?*| saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. ?* And the city
has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. ?* The
nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. ?* Its gates will never
be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 2 People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the
nations. 2’ But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, but only
those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

22 " Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of
God and of the Lamb  through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of
life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month, and the leaves of the tree are for the
healing of the nations. * Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the
Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; *they will see his face, and his name will be on their
foreheads. > And there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be
their light, and they will reign forever and ever. (Rev. 21:22-22:5, NRSVUE)

Steve Harper, a retired United Methodist elder and well-known author, once talked
about the Book of Revelation and how it shaped his life. He recalled the fear of
nuclear war, the Vietnam War, and the civil rights struggles—all of which contributed
to last-days concerns. At the time, Christian bookstores and even some secular stores
sold products reflecting these anxieties.

Harper believed the symbols in Revelation were meant primarily to help early
Christians endure Roman persecution while affirming ultimate hope and victory in
God. To him, the book’s central message is clear--that is: God wins. Love prevails.
Come, Lord Jesus! Harper was convinced that ultimate victory belongs to Jesus and
his followers, who will share in God’s reign and final triumph.™

If you were here in this sanctuary two weeks ago, you may remember the sermon on
the Book of Revelation titled New Heaven, New Earth. We were reminded that
Revelation is not about escaping to heaven but about God coming to dwell with us
and making all things new.

It calls us to live each day as part of God's new creation—embracing grace, love, and
the sacredness of every moment. As Easter people, we are invited to renew our spirits,
grow in faith, and embrace transformation, trusting that God is always shaping us with
love and joy. If you weren’t here, then that’s OK. Let’s continue walking together in
the wonder of God’s new creation this morning.

I invite you to close your eyes for a moment (if you’d like) and imagine the beauty of
God’s new creation:
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In this glorious city on earth, temples and church buildings will no longer be needed,
for God the Almighty and the Lamb, Jesus, will themselves be the temple. God’s
presence will be available to all—wherever they are—and everything they do will be
an act of worship. In God’s new creation, the sun and moon won’t be needed to shine
upon the New Jerusalem, as the glory of God will be its eternal light and the Lamb
will be its radiant lamp. As biblical scholars agree, all descriptions of the ‘End
(eschaton!?)’ ultimately reveal God’s nature.”! Isn’t it amazing, even though we’ve
only scratched the surface of Revelation? Open your eyes please!

In this city, whose gates will never be shut—symbolizing its perpetual openness— the
nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. In
the Book of Revelation, “nations” means the Gentiles, affirming God’s vision for the
holy city as radically inclusive.”! These dwellers in this city will bring “the glory and
the honor of the nations” (Rev. 21:26).

Entry into the New Jerusalem isn’t granted by a passport, visa, or premium ticket, but
by a heart and life shaped by God’s love. It means loving God, loving others while
embracing our own weaknesses and vulnerability, and walking in God’s way—
whether by seeking justice and peace or by sharing kindness and compassion along
life’s journey."!

The same book also offers a warning, stating, “Nothing unclean will enter it, nor
anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in the
Lamb’s book of life”” (Rev. 21:27). In other words, some will remain unwelcome—not
because they are rejected, but because “they have excluded themselves through their
choice to ally with evil.”® In this way, John’s vision holds a sacred balance—the holy
city is radically inclusive, yet it calls all people and nations to repentance,
transformation, and healing.!”

John’s vision reaches its glorious conclusion in Revelation 22. The angel shows him
the crystal-clear river of life, flowing from the throne of God and the Lamb, Jesus,
through the heart of the city. On each side of the river stand the trees of life, bearing
twelve kinds of fruit, their leaves bringing healing to the nations. The tree of life is a
sign of God's life-giving grace and the abundant blessings of the new creation. Here,
the curse is gone forever, and all will worship in God’s eternal light. God’s beloved
will reign with God for all eternity. This final scene reveals the ultimate victory
already won by the Lamb. And we, as followers of Jesus, are called to pray and live
out the love and life he embodied.

John’s vision is deeply connected to Holy Communion, inviting us to foretaste God’s
New Heaven and New Earth—here and now. Today, as we celebrate Holy

Communion, I invite you to embrace its profound promise of God’s new creation. As
explained in This Holy Mystery, the official United Methodist Understanding of Holy
Communion, this sacred act is always tied to God’s final reign—God’s New Heaven
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and New Earth. During Holy Communion today, you will proclaim: “Christ has died;
Christ is risen; Christ will come again.”

We also foretaste the future when confessing, “Until Christ comes in final victory and
we feast at His heavenly banquet.” Amid the personal and systemic brokenness of our
world, we long to be nourished and strengthened so that we may take part in the
ultimate fulfillment of divine justice and serve as instruments of transformation.

Holy Communion also reminds us that God’s love embraces all—every nation, every
race, every person. Here at the Table, we are not alone. We commune with those

beside us and with God’s beloved from every time and place. We long for this sacred
feast and joyfully proclaim: “Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!”

As Easter people, we are continually invited to live in God’s new creation—rtenewing
our spirits, transforming our lives, and embracing the hope set before us. Come, Jesus!
Come and feast with us at Your table. Fill our hearts with Your presence, nourish us
with Your grace, and make us instruments of Your love in the world. Amen!

W steve Harper, Be Sure to Read 'Revelation' to the End (United Methodist Insight). Harper’s perspective
aligns with that of James Efird, the late biblical scholar from Duke Divinity School. Efird firmly believed
Revelation affirms that ultimate victory belongs to Jesus and his followers, who will share in God'’s reign
and final triumph. See James M. Efird, Revelation for Today.

2 “The term from the Greek, meaning ‘last’ denotes the end of history when God will act decisively to
establish the divine rule of justice and peace throughout the created order.” See An Episcopal Dictionary
of the Church.

Bl see Interpretation and Texts for Preaching. For example, M. Eugene Boring says in Interpretation, “All
Revelation’s statements about the ‘End’ are really statement about God.”

nterpretation.

Bl This passage emphasizes God’s transformative work—bringing healing, restoration, and renewal rather
than exclusion.

1% Efird, Revelation for Today.

T nterpretation.
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