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SACRIFICE - RESPECT – REMEMBRANCE – HONOR 

I knew what I wanted to talk about this weekend, but I could not think of a title for my 
sermon.  It isn’t that I try for a catchy title, but something that will zero in on what I 
wanted to show as my focus.  As usual, I looked to God to bail me out and he did! Ted 
and I were driving over to Sandwich to go to one of my all-time favorite places, 
Heritage Gardens when this car passed by with a sticker in the rear window that said, “I 
stand for the flag and kneel at the cross!” That’s it!!  Ted stepped on the brakes and 
looked at me – I get excited sometimes! 

This is Memorial Day weekend, and we often think of it as the kick-off to summer, but it 
is so much more than that.  Memorial Day is about honor, remembrance and reverence.  
Memorial Day is a time when we remember all those who have laid down their lives for 
our nation’s freedom.   

Standing for the Flag - I must tell you how frustrated I am by those who will not stand 
for the flag because it is even more than just being patriotic, it has nothing to do with 
politics, it is about respect. Romans 13:7 says, “Give to everyone what you owe them 
….if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.” – The flag is not just a cloth; it is a 
symbol of sacrifice and respect for all those who fought to give us our freedom and  
gave up their lives for our freedom. John 15:13 says, “Greater love has no one than 
this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” 

Freedom was so important to our forefathers that in James Madison’s first draft of the 
Bill of Rights in 1789, it was the first amendment that read: “Congress shall make no 
law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.” And 236 years 
later we are still enjoying those freedoms. I wonder if those who refuse to stand realize 
in other countries they could be put in jail or shot for that.  Look, we know our country 
isn’t perfect, but we are so blessed to live here.  No, not perfect because it is full of 
people like us – good but flawed!  

We stand, salute, remove our caps, as signs of respect.  I wonder if those who refuse to 
stand realize just how blessed they are, maybe they should visit Arlington National 
Cemetery or the “Wall”, the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, looking not only at the more 
than 58,000 names but their dates of birth and death to see the young people and do 
the same at the Korean War Veterans Memorial.  Memorials are for remembrance – In 
Joshua 4, after God stopped the flow of the Jordan River so those carrying the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord and all Israel could pass on dry ground, Joshua tells us: “4 So 
Joshua called together the twelve men he had appointed from the Israelites, one from 
each tribe, 5 and said to them, “Go over before the ark of the Lord your God into the 
middle of the Jordan. Each of you is to take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the 
number of the tribes of the Israelites, 6 to serve as a sign among you. In the future, 
when your children ask you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ 7 tell them that the flow of 
the Jordan was cut off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord. When it crossed the 
Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. These stones are to be a memorial to the 
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people of Israel forever”, just like our memorial walls and tombstones are a memorial. 
When we stand or salute our flag, that is a memorial and we are saying, “We 
remember, and we are grateful.” 

As Christians, we are called to a higher standard and honoring our nation goes beyond 
a moment of silence or standing for the flag – it’s a way of life. First Peter 2:17 instructs 
us, “Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of believers, fear God, honor the 
emperor.” We don’t have emperors, but we have leaders and laws, and we are to 
respect them even if we disagree.  It means we should speak with truth, kindness and 
love.  We should pray for our country and our leaders. We should feed the poor, help 
those in need, advocate for those less fortunate and treat everyone with respect, with 
no discrimination.  We should be proud of our country but Galatians 6:14 tells us, “May 
I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has 
been crucified to me, and I to the world”, and that brings us to the cross.   

We kneel at the cross because kneeling is a sign of humbling ourselves and repenting, 
surrendering ourselves to Jesus. Philippians 2:9-11 says, “at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow – every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord…”. Jesus not 
only laid down his life for his friends, but he laid down his life for his enemies, he laid 
down his life for all of us.  Romans 5:8 says, “While we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us”, but we know that, don’t we?   

I have no doubt all of you here understand the importance of standing for the flag and 
kneeling at the cross, but are they being passed on?  Our memories are tricky things.  
For example, we might look back on high school as such a fun time with friends and 
activities.  We might not remember the day we were so stressed about a test we did 
not have time to study for – so stressed that along with our two best friends, we got off 
the school bus and skipped school running across Route 1 to our friend’s house. But I 
digress…. The point is, we don’t want to remember things that were not good, but we 
do need to remember them.  For example, we need to remember the horrific way the 
soldiers who served in Vietnam were treated when they returned but we don’t want to 
remember how they were treated as they returned home, being spit on, called baby 
killers and harassed.  We love to celebrate Thanksgiving with our turkeys and pies, our 
pies, and our pies! But we don’t want to remember the way the native Americans were 
treated, including being given blankets infected with smallpox.  Just like every other 
country, we have done things we are not proud of, but we have also done much good 
and continue to do good.    

Anyone who reads the Bible knows that we are constantly called to remember. Psalm 
105:5 advises, “5 Remember the wonders he has performed, his miracles, and the 
rulings he has given,” and “Remember that you were in bondage in a foreign land and 
were freed by divine power and remember the commands of the Lord.”  The people 
who forgot the past fell into thanklessness.  They forgot their blessings and the source 
of those blessings and the value of their heritage.  If we do the same and do not pass 
on the value of our heritage, the source of our great blessings of being a citizen of this 
country, we will start believing that we did this all by ourselves and we don’t need God.   
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We see this already – remind your children and grandchildren that our forefathers 
prayed to, listened to, and adhered to the teachings of God.  They knew they could not 
do it alone.  If we don’t remember that, and if we don’t pass that on, they will not learn 
to trust God, to rely on God, they will lose their way.   

We are Christians which means we are people of HOPE.  Did you watch the graduations 
on Friday and Saturday?  The Naval Academy and West Point?  Those beautiful strong 
faces so proud to serve after four years of tough physical tests and tough academics 
and all so proud to be Americans!  I know I am old fashioned but when I hear our 
national anthem, I am so proud and when I hear He Lives, my eyes fill with tears.   

When I watch our acolytes light the candles and see our young children up hear singing 
and receiving Holy Communion, I am so proud because that is HOPE.  My prayer this 
holiday weekend is for peace, peace for all countries, and I pray that people will come 
to realize that they cannot do it on their own – without God.  

That’s a crazy thought to me because I couldn’t even think of my sermon title without a 
little help from God! 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


