Sermon May 4, 2025 - Who Is This Jesus?

Scripture: Rev 1:4-8 (Jesus’ Identity)

INTRODUCTION

When you picture Jesus in your mind, which picture of Jesus do you form in your imagination? [shepherd,
Jesus on cross, warrior/king?]. It matters because HOW you perceive Him influences how you relate to Him.
Has your image of Jesus remained one dimensional? One of the greatest needs in the church is for a true &
complete vision of Christ. | think that one of the reasons we don’t see the same mighty deeds as the
prophets and apostles of old is we have shrunk our mental picture of Jesus into a one-dimensional image of
a wise, gentle friend, one step above a guardian angel, so we don’t fully recognize the potential power given
us with the gift of His Holy Spirit. We tend to see ourselves as the powerless sheep we are in the natural
because our rational minds resist our claim to supernatural gifts

The apostle John tells us in 1 John 4:17 “as He is, so are we in this world”. Therefore, it’s imperative that we
understand as much as possible about Jesus and His attributes if we are to comprehend who WE are as
Christians “in Christ”. God in His grace has given us all we need to be victorious over the enemy in this life!
The power available to us as disciples, as co-heirs with Christ, is greater than we imagine and certainly more
than most believers ever lay hold of.

So this morning let’s review the seven titles that Jesus has in the first chapter of the Revelation in the hope
that by doing so, we can expand our thinking beyond the one-dimensional picture of Jesus that is our
habitual frame of reference. Let’s pray that the Spirit will open our minds and hearts to receive the full
complement of faith and power that will make us more effective witnesses for Christ.

In V8 of our reading Jesus says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end,
Who is, Who was and Who is to come.”

Jesus himself tells us that He exists in a realm beyond time, as does God. He is in the present, past and future all
at once. Many other passages in the Bible reveal the eternal nature of Jesus, as part of the great | AM.

e In Daniel 7:9 Jesus is called “the ancient of Days”, meaning He existed before the beginning of time
itself.

e John 1:1 tells us that “All things were made through him”. Everything we read about in Genesis was
actually created by Jesus, the word of God who became flesh. He created the physical world into which
he’d eventually come. He created the air he’d breathe, the soil he’d walk on.

e John 17:5, recounts Jesus praying. He says to God, “l have shown your glory on earth; | have finished the
work you gave me to do, Father! Give me glory in your presence now, the same glory | had with you
before the world was made. ” This phrase testifies to His eternal existence. He is.....

e The second member of the Trinity,

Did you know there are self-professing Christians who believe in Jesus but deny the existence of the

Trinity? Among them are Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses & Unitarians. A recent survey by researchers at

Arizona Christian University reported that just 40% of 2100 respondents believed that God exists and

affects people’s lives. Only 11% of those surveyed, Eleven out of 100 people, believed in the Trinity, the

triune god of Father, Son and Holy Spirit.1

Implications for us today
If you don’t believe in the Trinity, you put yourself back in the position of the Old Testament Jews and the
unbelievers who admired the Son as a prophet and the Holy Spirit as an occasional gift to a prophet to

1 Christian Post Sunday March 30,2025, Ryan Foley
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accomplish a task assigned by God. That unbelief robs you of the confidence a true believer has in the power
of the indwelling Holy Spirit. It robs you of your inheritance in the kingdom as a co-heir with Christ, because
if you don’t believe Jesus is the Son, there is no inheritance - for Him or for ‘you “in Him’. Jesus himself said
“You will die in your sins unless you believe that | am he [the son of God]. [John 8:24] Jesus doesn’t want
anyone to go to Hell but He can’t stop you from going there if you refuse to believe.

TWO: Jesus Christ is described by John in v5 as the Faithful and Trustworthy Witness,

The term “faithful witness’ means Jesus acted as a prophet, faithfully witnessing to the character of God and
speaking what God asked him to speak. John 1:7 says Jesus “came for witness, that he might bear witness of
the light, that all might believe through him.” His words reveal who God is. He represents the Father so well
that he said, If you have seen Me, you have seen the Father. [John 14:9] Jesus is faithful to His Father in every
way. InJohn 5, he says” the Son can do nothing on his own; he does only what he sees his Father doing.
What the Father does, the Son also does. Rev. 19:11 depicts Him as a rider called Faithful and true coming
from heaven on a white horse. This is, Jesus returning in glory.

Implications for us today

As we seek to become more like Jesus, following his command to “go and do likewise”, we must be faithful
witnesses. So it’s important that we stay true to God’s Word, that we don’t invent our own updated image
of Jesus or ‘modernize’ His message. Joyce Meyer tells a story of how a woman apologized to her for using
several curse words as they were talking. The woman said “Sorry, but | bet even Jesus used curse words
sometimes." Joyce was offended and said, NO he did not! But before the woman could take offense, she
added, But He loves those who do!“ Don’t remake Jesus to be more like you. Tell yourself every day, Today,
tomorrow and forever, my spirit is seated in heavenly places with Christ, so | will faithfully declare the works
of the Lord forever, in Jesus name.

The THIRD description of Jesus, in V5, is ‘He who has freed us from our sins by His own blood’
This is the Jesus of the Cross. This is the Jesus who loves us enough to die for us. In Genesis 3:15, after
Adam and Eve have been ejected from the Garden of Eden, God curses the serpent, and promises that Eve
will have a child that will crush the head of the serpent. God had already planned Jesus’ incarnation. God
made US in His image, but he later makes HIMSELF in ours as he comes to earth in the flesh to remove the
wall of separation, the barrier of sin, erected by Adam and Eve. Jesus became the Lamb of God, taking our
punishment on Himself. As Abraham told Isaac on the way up Mt Moriah, God will provide the sacrificial
lamb. John the Baptist declared,”Behold the Lamb of God.

Implications for us today

If we want to be transformed into the image of Jesus, Paul says we are to offer ourselves as “a living
sacrifice to God, dedicated to his service and pleasing to Him. This is the true worship that you should offer
[Rom 8:1]. When we are born again, we crucify our old self on the cross and become a new creation “in
Christ”. This new self is what God sees when He looks at you, and that new self looks just like Jesus. The old
self was filthy with sin, guilty under the Law, selfish & lazy with a very low spiritual credit score. BUT thanks
to Jesus, our born-again self, the new creation, is wrapped in Christ’s righteousness, cleansed by the blood,
and living under Grace. When God looks at our spiritual credit score now, it’s the same as Jesus’ perfect
score. We are put on earth to serve God, each in our own way. If you haven’t found your purpose in life, you
haven’t found Jesus. Believers represent God’s kingdom in this fallen world. When we give sacrificially, of
time or money or materials, to show His love & further His influence, that’s when we most resemble Jesus.

John’s FOURTH name for Jesus is the Firstborn of the Dead. (V5)
It's not a title many of us would covet, but this phrase indicates Jesus’ claim to Priority. It is clarified by
Paul in his letter to the Colossians, chapter 1. He calls Christ “the head of his body, the church; the source of
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the body’s life. He is the firstborn Son, who was raised from death, in order that He alone might have the
first place in all things.” He rose and then freed many of the deceased saints from the land of the dead ..
Jesus became the first to receive a resurrection body, Eph 1:21 tells us “Christ rules there [in the heavenly
world] above all heavenly rulers, authorities, powers and lords; he has a title superior to all titles of authority
in this world and in the next.” He sacrificed himself to ransom us from Hell’s clutches and enabled us to rise
from death as He did.

SO WHAT?

Jesus is our Passover lamb. The angel of death passes over us when we’re covered by the blood of Christ.
We inherit a glorious future: a resurrection body and a mansion in heaven. The moment you die, as a
Christian, your spirit goes to be with Jesus and you will reign with Christ when he returns to rule the world.
Maybe our tombstones should read “See you later, rather than Rest in Peace’.

FIVE: Jesus is labeled as the Ruler of the kings of the earth. V5

The Psalmist declares in Ps 89:27 :I will make him my firstborn son, the greatest of all kings. Rev. 19:16
declares that on Christ’s robe and on his thigh is written “king of kings and Lord of lords”. We think of Satan
as the ruler of this world since the fall of Adam & Eve, but Jesus told us “l have overcome the world”. The
entire world is subject to Jesus. The grand climax of God’s redemptive plan is the return of Jesus who will
establish His kingdom on earth for 1,000 years which is The Millennium at the end of the tribulation.

Psalm 72:11 prophesies, “the kings of the earth will bow down before him; all nations will serve Him. He is
Jesus of the End Times Isaiah 9:6-7 prophesies Jesus’ reign as King David’s successor, who will rule “from
now until the end of time” according to the plan of the Almighty.

Implications for us today

Think about the superheroes young boys imitate today. Would you say any of them are based upon Jesus? Kind,
selfless, & generous, strong and fierce in the face of evil and injustice? Christians need to see and portray
Jesus in His power and glory. Picture Jesus in a Superman suit. When you start to feel depressed, sing
praises to God. Bind doubts and negative thoughts and focus on God’s promises. There is tremendous power
in praising and worshipping the Savior. Confess out loud, | have been made to overcome and win every fight
and every battle in the name of Jesus my king and my Savior. No enemy, no problem is too big for Christ.

SIX: In V6 Jesus, as THE ONE WHO LOVES us, has made us kings and priests in his kingdom

In the old Testament, kings and priests had separate roles. King Saul was deposed for usurping the role of
the priest (1 Sam 13:9). King Uzziah was struck with leprosy for performing a priestly function (2 Chr 26:16).
Under Jesus these roles are melded into one. We are the temple of the Holy Spirit. We are to minister HERE
on earth, spreading the gospel and leading others to worship the one true God. The focus of our ministry is
the New Covenant (2Cor. 3:6). Paul tells us we have righteousness as our weapon. it is characterized by
patience in enduring troubles, by purity, knowledge, and by kindness as we show ourselves to be God’s
servants. We speak the truth. (2Cor. 6:4-10). Our stature in God’s kingdom is not contingent upon our status
in the world, but upon our position in Christ. The humblest believers can worship, offer sacrifices and pray
like a priest. Led by the Holy Spirit and the Word of God, they govern their actions, their thoughts and their
families. Their authority and power come from their Savior. Jesus Christ.

THE final and SEVENTH description references the Jesus of the future:

The One Who is Coming (in the clouds)

The rapture happens seven years before the Second coming. It’s in His Second Coming that Jesus returns
with power and great glory. V7 says “every eye will see him, including those who pierced Him. Before the
days of the internet and satellites we would have wondered how everyone across the world could possibly
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witness this. Those who pierced Him refers to the Jews. Zachariah prophesied (12:10) that “They will look
unto me whom they have pierced and they will mourn for him like those who mourn for an only child. They
will mourn bitterly like those who have lost their firstborn son” Jews will mourn the crucifixion of Messiah.
Those who previously failed to accept Him as their Messiah will see their error, repent, and mourn wasted
years. The kings of the earth who denied Christ & worshipped the evil one, will quail before the righteous
wrath of the Lamb (Is. 2:19, Rev 6:15) As Jesus’ followers, we avoid the wrath, In your new eternal body you
will accompany Jesus to the battle of Armageddon to defeat the anti-Christ. With your resurrection body
you will rule with Christ in the Millennium. Once Satan and his minions have been permanently destroyed,
you will relocate with Him to the new heaven and the new earth, where there is no darkness, no sorrow, and
the streets are paved with gold (Rev 21:21)...

CONCLUSION

Friends, God loves you tremendously, but His kingdom is NOT a democracy. He expects obedience. Don’t
think you can do life entirely on your own terms and still end up in heaven. God offers His grace to everyone
now, but the day of judgment is coming. The signs are visible. Fortunately, for the faithful there is no reason
to fear as times grow dark. As Jesus is, so are we in this world- 1 John 4:17. When you look at yourself in the
mirror each day, visualize your image overlaid with that of Jesus. Let His perfection covers all your
imperfections. Say out loud as you look, Jesus loves me. | am His faithful witness. | have the power of the
Holy Spirit. 1 am a priest of the New Covenant, who leads others to worship, sacrifice and pray. Enlarge your
image of yourself ‘in Christ”. You exist to SERVE in God’s kingdom. We are humble and loving, not valuing
our lives above God’s will. We are warrior-kings who stand up for our faith and for each other. We will
triumph. Evil has no power over us unless we give it. Jesus declared that No One can snatch his sheep out of
his hand.

Brag on God’s goodness and power. Channel that power thru prayer. Thank God for His favor on your life.
Every day declare, “I can-do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” Give Him the praise for the
victories you experience. The Bible promises that when you visualize Jesus in all His power and glory, when
you truly believe all things are possible in Christ, you will overcome.

AND ALL GOD’S PEOPLE SAID, AMEN
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